
April – May 2017 Newsletter from the Section on Delivery of Legal Services 

Have an idea for a story or announcement in a future newsletter? Email sfrancis@mvlslaw.org. 

 

Section Updates 

Annual Meeting: 

The Delivery of Legal Services Section will hold its annual meeting on Thursday, May 18 from 4 – 6:30 
pm at the University of Maryland Law School.  The annual meeting will feature hors d'oeuvres and drinks, 
and a chance to network with other like-minded people, as well as the chance to vote on next year’s 
officers and council members, and to hear what the section has been up to over the past year.  For the 
business part of the meeting, we will hear officers’ reports, and vote on section council members for next 
year.  Any section member present may nominate any section member for any office.  The nominating 
committee has recommended the following slate of officers. 

Chairperson – Dave Pantzer 

Vice-Chairperson – Amy Petkovsek 

Treasurer – Shana Roth-Gormley  

Secretary – Susan Francis 

Immediate Past Chairperson – Laure Ruth 

All Section members are invited to attend.  RSVPs to Dave Pantzer are preferred to help determine the 
food order but not required. 

Coming Soon: 

We are currently developing a free online on-demand training titled “Using Fee-Shifting in Maryland to 
Increase Access to Justice, Both for Legal Service Organizations and Private Lawyers.”  The training will 
be available to section members later this spring, with details to follow. 

 

Pro Bono Day – Baltimore City – April 1 

Volunteer attorneys are needed to give brief advice on Pro Bono Day in the following areas:  

● Bankruptcy 
● Child Custody 



● Divorce 
● Foreclosure 
● Government Benefits 
● Landlord/Tenant 
● Wills & Estates 
● Expungement 

If you have an hour, or two, or three, we could use your skills!  Join the Bar Association of Baltimore City, 
Maryland Legal Aid, Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland and Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service as 
we offer free civil legal services to our community. 

9 am – 12 pm - Maryland Legal Aid, 500 E. Lexington Street Baltimore, MD 21202  

To register, please email Amy Petkovsek.  

 

Pro Bono Day – Baltimore County – April 29 

The Baltimore County Bar Association will host a Pro Bono Clinic in partnership with MVLS and Maryland 
Legal Aid. 

This pro bono clinic is for all Baltimore County residents who need legal support with: family law matters, 
expungements, landlord/tenant disputes, veterans benefits, wills, government benefits, bankruptcy, and 
much more. Please share this event with your networks, and if you are able to volunteer at this clinic, 
please email Doris Barnes. 

9:30 am – 12 pm - Baltimore County Public Library, 10302 Grand Central Station, Owings Mills, MD 
21117 

 

360 Videos – MSBA Young Lawyers Section and MVLS 

MVLS and the MSBA Young Lawyers Section partnered to create brief 360 degree trainings on basic trial 
tips including admitting evidence (photograph and business), holding an expungement hearing, among 
others.  The videos, which were recorded with a 360 camera, can be moved so that the viewer can see 
the plaintiff, defendant and the judge during the proceeding.  The videos can be viewed on the MVLS and 
MSBA Young Lawyers Section Facebook pages. 

 

Water Affordability in the Media 

Legal advocates continue to address water affordability issues in Baltimore City.  

http://www.baltimorebar.org/
http://www.mdlab.org/
https://www.probonomd.org/
https://www.mvlslaw.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MVLSProBono/
https://www.facebook.com/MSBA-Young-Lawyers-Section-126745644078862/


MVLS spoke with WBAL-TV 11 Baltimore about increasing water rates which are resulting in water 
shut-offs and tax sales. 

St. Ambrose Housing Aid Center worked on an article for the Baltimore Sun, highlighting the elimination of 
the appeals process with the Baltimore City Department of Public Works and the negative impact on 
customers. 

 

Power of Attorney Clinic for Immigrant Families – April 2 

Through the support of BGE, MVLS, the Latino Providers Network  and Esperanza Center are hosting a 
Power of Attorney Workshop. The clinic will serve immigrants who want to make plans regarding their 
assets and children. There will be interpreters onsite to support attorneys and clients, and you do not 
need to speak Spanish to volunteer.  Power of Attorney templates will be provided. 

With your support you can help ensure families provide a stable environment for their children and access 
to their finances. We plan to help more than 100 families in need of civil legal aid. Malpractice insurance 
will be provided through MVLS. 

11 am – 4 pm, Esperanza Center, 430 S. Broadway, Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Upcoming Training and Conference 

May 18 - Maryland Partners for Justice Conference, Hosted by Pro Bono Resource Center of 
Maryland, Baltimore Convention Center. The conference presents a unique opportunity for legal services 
program staff, the public and private bar, members of the judiciary, human services agencies, elected 
officials and others to discuss critical issues facing the poor and underrepresented in Maryland. This 
year’s keynote speaker is Dean A. Strang, from Neflix’s Making a Murderer.  Early bird registration of 
$125 ends April 21. Click here to register. 

June 8 - Attorney Training – Human Trafficking Prevention Project. This free training will provide a 
foundation for the legal options available to victims of human trafficking including expungement, shielding 
and vacatur.  The training will assist attorneys in understanding the nuances in the definition of human 
trafficking, how survivors are commonly criminalized, and best practice tips for working with survivors. 
The training will be provided by Jessica Emerson, University of Baltimore Human Trafficking Prevention 
Project (HTPP) Clinic Professor and MVLS staff.  In exchange for the free training, volunteer attorneys will 
agree to accept one HTPP case from MVLS that may involve expungement, shielding or vacatur 
depending on the client’s options.  To attend the training, please register here. 

9:30 am – 12 pm - MVLS Office, 201 N. Charles Street, Suite 1400, Baltimore, MD 21201 

https://www.facebook.com/wbaltv11/
https://www.stambros.org/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-city/
https://mvlslaw.org/
http://lpnmd.org/
http://www.catholiccharities-md.org/immigrants/healthcare-services-center.html
https://www.probonomd.org/trainings-events/conference/
https://mvlslaw.org/human-trafficking-prevention-project-training/

