
February – March 2017 Newsletter from the Section on Delivery of Legal 
Services 

Have an idea for a story or announcement in a future newsletter? Email sfrancis@mvlslaw.org. 

 

Don’t Miss These Events 

2017 March Madness Benefit: Get ready for another slam dunk event! Maryland Volunteer Lawyers 
Service (MVLS) will host their annual “March Madness” themed benefit on Thursday, March 23, 2017 
from 6pm to 9pm. Guests will enjoy upscale tailgate fare, open beer and wine bar, live music, an exciting 
silent auction, a behind-the-scenes stadium tour, interactive basketball games and more. All funds raised 
from this event supports MVLS’ mission of providing quality civil legal services to low-income 
Marylanders. Tickets are $100. Find out more and RSVP online.Contact Kim Lennon with any questions 
at (443) 451-4065. 

Maryland Partners for Justice Conference: Save the date for the Maryland Partners for Justice 
Conference on Thursday, May 18, 2017 at the Baltimore Convention Center. Held by the Pro Bono 
Resource Center (PBRC), the conference presents a unique opportunity for legal services program staff, 
the public and private bar, members of the judiciary, human services agencies, elected officials and 
others to discuss critical issues facing the poor and underrepresented in Maryland. This year’s keynote 
speaker is Dean A. Strang, from Netflix’s Making a Murderer.  Find out more or contact Kiah Pierre at 
(443) 703-3046. 

 

Dave Pantzer wins Maryland Bar Foundation Award 

Dave Pantzer, President of the Delivery of Legal Services Section, and of the People’s Law Library of 
Maryland was honored by the Maryland Bar Foundation with the Legal Excellence Award for the 
Advancement of Public Understanding of the Law. The MBF Professional Legal Excellence Awards honor 
“those who selflessly and with excellence contribute to the advancement of our profession, and to the 
betterment of our state,” says MBF Vice- President Natalie McSherry, who chairs the awards committee. 
The honorees, she continues, “have led the way in what it means to be the best of what we are as 
lawyers.” 

 

Law Students do 2.2 Million Hours of Pro Bono 

The Association of American Law Schools polled American Bar Association-accredited law schools to find 
out how much pro bono students are doing. As it turns out, they do more than 2.2 million hours while on 
campus, valued at more than $52 million. Legal services organizations can take heart that the new 
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generation of lawyers replacing the retiring boomer generation will be ready to pick up the pro bono 
mantle. 

 

Women’s Law Center Expands Services to Victims of Crimes 

The Women’s Law Center of Maryland recently obtained funding to assist victims of crime in legal issues 
beyond their protective order cases.  The new staff attorney, located in the Towson administrative office, 
will take protective order cases in the entire Baltimore Metropolitan area if other Women’s Law Center 
attorneys are unable. He will also assist with divorce and custody, including contempt and modification 
hearings, or any other legal issue arising from the domestic violence.  Feel free to refer people who are 
victims of crime (someone who had a protective order, or if there were criminal charges against the other 
side, or if you are not sure) to WLC’s administrative office at 410-321-8761 or admin@wlcmd.org. 

 

Landlord Tenant Court of Appeals Ruling + Training 

The Maryland Court of Appeals recently ruled that a landlord who ignores unsafe conditions doesn't have 
a right to evict tenants when they withhold rent. Prior to this ruling, tenants would often be summoned to 
Rent Court and would be threatened with eviction for failing to pay rent. When the tenant would counter 
that there were serious problems with habitability, the judge would often find that Rent Court didn't have 
anything to do with property conditions, that rent escrow was a separate process and the only inquiry was 
whether the tenant had paid rent or not. In the Court's November decision, Cane v. EZ Rentals, it affirmed 
that tenants can defend against a failure to pay rent completely by raising the landlord's failure to address 
threats to health and safety in the home. 

Civil Justice, Inc. has an online Maryland Landlord/Tenant Training available for legal services attorneys 
and pro bono volunteers. The training is available free of charge to Maryland pro bono volunteers, who 
can register for a password here. 

 

Cyber Civil Clinic to Launch in Wicomico 

MVLS will offer a recurring Cyber Civil Clinic in the Wicomico Public Library in Salisbury. Volunteers will 
provide free, face-to-face legal advice on divorce, custody, bankruptcy, and other consumer issues. They 
will provide free expungements, allowing Lower Shore residents to take advantage of the filing fee waiver 
automatically granted to organizations funded by the Maryland Legal Service Corporation. The Lower 
Shore is more than two hours away from the highly populated Baltimore-D.C. metropolitan corridor where 
attorneys and service providers tend to cluster. This leaves lower shore residents comparatively 
under-served, even though local attorneys do pro bono at some of the highest rates in the state. 
Wicomico County and nearby Somerset and Dorchester Counties are only topped in poverty levels by 
Baltimore City. With lower income levels come more legal troubles related to poverty, and of course, less 
means to hire a paid attorney. 
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Interested in volunteering? MVLS is in need of volunteers who can take expungement cases, or can 
provide advice on consumer or family law matters. Volunteers are needed in the Baltimore area, as well 
as one lower shore attorney who can provide on-site help at the library during the clinic. 

MVLS & Wicomico Public Library Cyber Civil Clinic  

Upcoming clinic dates - February 8, April 12 and June 14 | 2 - 4 pm  

To volunteer please contact Susan Francis or 443-451-4084 

 

MDEC Expands to More Counties 

Maryland Electronic Courts (MDEC) launched on the Lower Eastern Shore on December 12, 2016. 

Mandatory electronic filing now is in effect for attorneys filing in Dorchester, Somerset, Wicomico and 
Worcester counties. All nine Eastern Shore counties and Anne Arundel County are now operating under 
MDEC. The next MDEC roll out will be in Southern Maryland (Calvert, Charles and St. Mary's counties) in 
June 2017. 

 

Updated Expungement Form 

The expungement petition court form has been updated. When the forms were updated in October 2015 
to reflect the new law, the attorney signature was removed from the form. The form was updated again in 
November 2016 and the attorney signature has been included again. MDExpungement.com has also 
been updated to reflect the form change. 

The current form can be found here. 

 

Maryland Legal Services on WYPR 

MVLS Deputy Director Susan Francis appeared on WYPR's Midday show to discuss Baltimore water and 
sewer billing issues with host Tom Hall. The panel also included Joan Jacobson, a freelance journalist 
and author of the new Abell Foundation report, "Keeping the Water On," and Roger Colton, lawyer and 
economist at Fisher, Sheehan and Colton. The panel discussed new strategies for making water more 
affordable in Baltimore. 

Morning Edition highlighted the important criminal record expungement work in Baltimore City. They 
spotlight clients at expungement clinics held by Maryland Legal Aid and the Baltimore Office of the Public 
Defender in West Baltimore. 
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Pro Bono is Good for your Mental Health 

Legal services nonprofits contribute not only to access to justice, but to the mental health of their 
volunteers. As Time Magazine reported, a survey found that people who volunteer do better on measures 
of mental wellbeing. The effects are particularly pronounced for people in middle age and beyond, for 
whom volunteering may provide a tighter social network along with a sense of purpose. People who 
volunteer even have lower blood pressure – all the more reason to do pro bono! 

 

Bypassing Bankruptcy: When Chapter 7 Isn’t the Answer 

MVLS Managing Attorney for Consumer and Housing Law Amy Hennen recently shared insight with the 
Maryland State Bar Association Bar Bulletin on why bypassing bankruptcy can be a good option for many 
clients who qualify. As Amy points out, there are many reasons on why someone should not file for 
bankruptcy:  there may not be enough debt, or too much income, or worse, too little income and too many 
assets.  In certain cases, it is in the client’s interest to be rejected as a bankruptcy client, since there are 
other ways attorneys can help reduce or eliminate creditor harassment. 

To learn more about bypassing bankruptcy please read the full article. 

 

Take a Training 

Expungement - Join MVLS for an online webinar expungement training. The training is free and there is 
no requirement to take any expungement cases. The training will be taught by Matthew Stubenberg and 
will go over the fundamentals of expungement law and how to use MDExpungement.com. To join, 
register online.  

When: February 1, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. 

Tax Sale - MVLS and the Pro Bono Resource Center will host a free training for volunteer and housing 
counselors about tax sale prevention in Baltimore City. Topics will include Baltimore tax sale process, 
water bills and liens, environmental liens, and counseling homeowners and community groups. Attendees 
are asked to make a pro bono commitment. Register online. 

When: February 24, 2017 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Where: University of Baltimore School of Law, 1401 N. Charles Street Baltimore, MD 21201 

Name Change and Gender Identity Petitions - Free State Justice and PBRC will host a free training for 
attorneys to represent transgender and gender non-conforming clients in name change and gender 
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marker change cases. Topics include filing procedures, sample pleadings, and cultural competence. 
Attendees are asked to take one case within a year of completing the training. Register online. 

When: February 24, 2017 from 10 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Where: Saul Ewing, LLP, 500 E. Pratt St. Suite 900, Baltimore, MD 21202 

 

Participate in a Legal Clinic 

Consumer Protection Project - Attorneys provide 10-15 consultations to debtors facing collection cases 
in Baltimore’s district court. MVLS and/or PBRC staff attorneys are onsite to answer questions and offer 
direct mentoring. For more information and to join on Tuesdays, contact Ellyn Riedl at 
eriedl@mvlslaw.org, and to join on a Wednesday contact Nicole McConlogue at 
nmcconlogue@probonomd.org. 

Expungement Clinic - MVLS will host an Expungement Clinic on February 6, 2017 from 5-8 pm at Bon 
Secours at 26 N. Fulton Street. MVLS will need 6 volunteers for this clinic. See above for details about the 
webinar training. To register as a volunteer please contact Matthew Stubenbergor sign up here. 

Tax Sale Clinics – MVLS and PBRC are partnering to offer brief legal advice to homeowners who are 
behind on their property tax and/or water bill and are facing tax sale and/or foreclosure. Housing 
counselors will also be available to speak to clients. See the tax sale training above if you are interested, 
or contact Amy Hennen at ahennen@mvlslaw.org to join. 

Baltimore City Tax Sale Clinic Dates 

March 30 

Sandtown Winchester Senior Center 
1601 Baker St 
Baltimore, MD 21217 
11:30am-3:30pm 

April 1 

Money Power Day (w/CASH Campaign) 

Poly-Western High School 
1400 W. Cold Spring Lane 
Baltimore MD 21209 
9:00am-3:00pm 

April 19 
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Zeta Center  
4501 Reisterstown Rd. 
Baltimore MD 21215 
1:30pm-5:30pm 

Prince George’s County Tax Sale Clinic Dates 

April 11 

Oxon Hill Branch Library 
6200 Oxon Hill Rd, 
Oxon Hill, MD 20745 
5:00 pm-3:30 pm 

April 22 

Largo-Kettering Branch Library 
9601 Capital Ln. 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 
11:30 am-3:30 pm 

April 25 

Greenbelt Branch Library 
11 Crescent Rd. 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 
5:00 pm-8:00 pm 


