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Baltimore Sun Exposes Outdated Body Attachment Laws 
 
Maryland residents can be arrested and jailed for failure to pay rent. The Baltimore Sun published 
an article detailing this incredibly damaging system that punishes low-income families for their 
economic standing and cements them in a spiral of poverty. Real estate companies, such as the 
company owned by Jared Kushner, benefit greatly from having judges order arrests of individuals 
who owe money. These arrests are known as body attachments, an aggressive tactic where 
tenants are forced to pay the money they owe by being arrested and jailed. Once these people 
are arrested, it becomes even more difficult for them to pay the amount that they owe as well as 
for their families to post bail for their release. To read more about how real estate companies are 
using this system for rent collection, click here. Sun reporters analyzed data provided by MVLS 
through their CLUE program. 
 
MVLS Consumer and Housing Managing Attorney, Amy Hennen, is a strong advocate for 
consumer rights. If you would like to learn more about body attachments and debtors’ prisons, 
click here to read Amy’s op-ed in The Baltimore Sun. 
 

 
 
Consumer Protection Project (CPP) Highlighted in City Paper 
 
There is an overwhelming amount of small claims cases that are regularly brought to District 
Court by debt buyers, which can result in a slower moving court system. To ensure efficiency for 
both the court and clients alike, CPP helps low-income individuals work through complicated 
debt cases to avoid errors from creating further confusion later on. 
 
Each Tuesday, the MVLS consumer law team along with dedicated volunteer attorneys go to 
District Court to support consumers as they address their debts through the Consumer Protection 
Project, as was recently featured in the Baltimore City Paper.  Read more about the MVLS 
consumer law team and their work here.  The Pro Bono Resource Center provides the same clinic 
services on Wednesdays. 
 
 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-op-0905-debtors-prisons-20170831-story.html


 
 

 
 

Volunteer attorney Elva Tillman, and MVLS Consumer and  
Housing staff attorneys, Ellyn Riedl and Amy Hennen 

Photo credit: Baltimore City Paper.  
 

 
 
Human Trafficking Prevention Project (HTPP) in the News 
 
The Human Trafficking Prevention Project (HTPP), a partnership between MVLS and University of 
Baltimore School of Law was featured on WJZ-TV on CBS Baltimore. MVLS Deputy Director 
Susan Francis and UB Law Professor and HTPP Director Jessica Emerson spoke with WJZ about 
human trafficking issues and how this partnership can help survivors to find post-conviction relief. 
This segment aired on August 13, but you can still view the video online by clicking here. 

http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2017/08/13/on-time-august-13-2017/


 

.  
 

 
 
Expungement Law and the Justice Reinvestment Act (JRA) 
 
October 1st will bring about another dramatic change in the expungement law through the 
enactment of the Justice Reinvestment Act.  For the first time, several guilty convictions will 
potentially be eligible for expungements.  
 
In addition, there will now be two different expungement petitions to use. For dispositions of 
acquittal, dismissal, probation before judgment, nolle pros, stet, and certain  
not criminally responsible finding, the new form is CC-DC-CR-072 A, and there will be no filing fee 
for these cases. 
 
For the eligible guilty dispositions, the new form will be CC-DC-CR 072 B. The filing fee will 
remain for these cases, so the filing fee waiver will still need to be filed. The Judiciary has also 
updated their expungement brochure. 
 
While the list of JRA eligible convictions is long, the most relevant to legal services clients include 
second degree assault, CDS (controlled dangerous substance) charges, drug paraphernalia, 
rogue-vagabond (breaking and entering of a vehicle), trespass on posted property, theft, 
unauthorized removal of property, and prostitution.  However, there are some significant 
limitations to the new law. There is a 10 year waiting period, which starts at the end of a sentence 

http://www.courts.state.md.us/courtforms/joint/ccdccr072A_102017wm.pdf
http://www.courts.state.md.us/courtforms/joint/ccdccr072B_102017wm.pdf
http://www.courts.state.md.us/courtforms/joint/ccdccr072br_102017wm.pdf


or probation. A second limitation is that there can be no other guilty convictions between when 
the crime one is trying to expunge occurred and the present, unless that guilty disposition is also 
expugnable.  
 
 

 
 
Dispelling Myths about Estate Planning 
 
One of the most common misconceptions about estate planning is that it is a practice that only 
benefits wealthier populations. However, estate planning is vital for all people, regardless of 
where they fall on the socioeconomic spectrum. Estate planning can be particularly useful for 
low-income families. By ensuring that the deed to a home is in the correct name of the living 
homeowner, families can apply for tax credits such as the Homeowners’ Property Tax Credit and 
other helpful resources that can significantly alleviate financial pressures for families. Estate 
planning avoids the complicated process that often requires an attorney to unravel. This way, 
when a loved one passes away, families do not have to address a complicated legal process. 
 
To learn more about the importance of estate planning, click here to view Maryland Volunteer 
Lawyers Service (MVLS) Deputy Director Susan Francis speaking as part of MVLS’ new weekly 
series of Facebook Live videos. 
 

 
 
New York City Tenants Guaranteed Lawyers to Prevent Eviction 
 
In addition to the vast justice gap for low-income Americans, 40-60% of middle class Americans’ 
legal needs are not met. According to the Washington Post article, unmet legal need leads to 
individuals representing themselves in civil matters without the much needed context and 
experience to address all of the nuances involved in substantive and procedural law. Without the 
guidance and legal advice of an attorney, many low-income and middle class groups do not think 
they need legal services because they are not aware they could have a claim in the first place. 
The lack of access to legal services is layered with a lack of access to information, education, and 
language around civil legal matters. With access to both information and affordable legal 
representation blocked, it is difficult for an individual to know their rights and further, how to 
defend themselves in court. 
 
This Washington Post article suggests a greater push for legal practitioners being more active as 
agents who can “exercise independent judgement within the scope of their training.” The author 
calls for an overhaul to the current overwhelmingly identical curriculums used by law schools, and 
adapting the way legal practitioners are educated so that they can be adaptive to this structure. 
To learn more about this dynamic perspective, click here. 
 

http://dat.maryland.gov/realproperty/Pages/Homeowners'-Property-Tax-Credit-Program.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikdjDeD36Gg
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-legal-profession-is-failing-low-income-and-middle-class-people-lets-fix-that/2017/06/02/e266200a-246b-11e7-bb9d-8cd6118e1409_story.html?utm_term=.c69919ff0c39


 
 
Reverse Mortgages Pushing Seniors into Foreclosure 
“'I’ve cried a million nights wondering about where I am going to be,’ Virginia Rayford said." 
 
Seniors like Virginia are duped by lenders into thinking that reverse mortgage loans will allow 
them to stay in their homes. This Washington Post article illustrates how these types of loans 
allow seniors to defer paying back their mortgage debt, but can cause more issues by 
consequently forcing borrowers to keep up with the taxes and insurance for their homes. Loan 
servicers then penalize clients who cannot pay these fees and the seniors are threatened with 
losing their homes - the very fate that people are trying to avoid by taking out these loans in the 
first place. 
 
Predatory lenders can create an endless amount of stress and strain for borrowers, particularly 
for senior citizens from low-income communities. To learn more about the devastating effects 
reverse mortgages can create, read Virginia’s story in The Washington Post here. 
 

 
 
MVLS Virtual Reality Videos Featured in ABA Journal 
 
MVLS has been featured in the American Bar Association Journal, highlighting an exciting new 
virtual reality technology. This tech innovation, an idea developed by IT Director and Staff 
Attorney Matthew Stubenberg, allows new attorneys and law students alike to experience the 
courtroom through virtual reality (VR) goggles. 
 
To learn more about the details of MVLS’ recent adventures in VR, you can read the ABA Journal 
article here. You can view the videos MVLS has created here, but you’ll need to pick up a pair of 
VR goggles in order to get the full virtual reality experience.  
 

 
 
Using Technology to Expand Access to Justice 
 
There are more than 60 million Americans living at or below 125 percent of the federal poverty 
level. Legal representation should be a right, not a privilege. Technology is a vital means of 
creating better access to civil legal aid and resources. This ABA Journal article explains that most 
people are not aware of their need for legal assistance. People only consider certain issues, such 
as custody or wills, to be legal issues. By utilizing technology more successfully, individuals could 
more easily determine when they require legal help as well as how to gain the resources they 
need to approach this legal issue.  
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/more-seniors-are-taking-loans-against-their-homes--and-its-costing-them/2017/08/25/5f154072-883a-11e7-961d-2f373b3977ee_story.html?tid=sm_fb&utm_term=.d977a1f0ce5b
http://www.abajournal.com/magazine/article/virtual_training_lawyers_maryland_pro_bono
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpNB33ElBfOsECWfYdilf3PRr7Pa1Zav4


Read on about how technology can be utilized to bring change for people experiencing poverty 
by clicking here. 
 
 

 
 
Upcoming Events & Training 
 

Pro Bono Clinic 
Eastern Technical High School | 1100 Mace Ave. | Essex, MD 21221 

October 7 | 10 am - 1 pm 
 

The Baltimore County Bar Association has partnered with Maryland Legal Aid and Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS) to host this Pro Bono Clinic which offers free legal services on 
topics including family law matters, expungements, landlord/tenant disputes, veterans’ benefits, 
wills and advance directives, government benefits, consumer issues, and more. All Marylanders 
are encouraged to attend. Referral information will be available. There is no need to schedule 
appointments. For more information, please contact Doris Barnes. 
 

Celebration of Neal T. Conway’s 22 years of Dedication to Access to Justice 
Greenbelt Marriott | 6400 Ivy Lane | Greenbelt, MD 20770 

October 17 | 6 - 9:30 pm 
 

You are cordially invited to attend a Celebration of Neal T. Conway’s 22 years of dedication to 
access to justice. Timothy F. Maloney from Joseph Greenwald & Laake, PA will be the event 
keynote speaker. The attire is business/cocktail and tickets are $75 per person. For tickets, 
sponsorship, or more information, please contact Jessica A. Quincosa, Esq. at 240-391-6532 ext. 
4 or quincosa@clspgc.org. 
 

Maryland Legal Services Corporation (MSLC) Annual Awards 
Save the Date - Celebrating 35 Years of Access to Justice 

Lord Baltimore Hotel | 20 West Baltimore St. | Baltimore, MD 21201 
December 4 | 6 - 8 pm 

 
For more information about sponsorship and registration, contact Tiffany Devonshire at 
410-576-9494, ext. 1003. 
 

Celebrate Pro Bono 
American Visionary Arts Museum 

October 4 | 6:00 - 8:30 pm 
 
MVLS is excited to host the 2017 Celebrate Pro Bono Annual Awards Reception at the American 
Visionary Arts Museum in Baltimore. Join us in honoring our 2017 award recipients for the impact 

http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/how_can_technology_solve_our_access_to_justice_crisis
mailto:quincosa@clspgc.org
http://avam.org/
http://avam.org/


they've made in pro bono for MVLS. 
 
Guests will enjoy networking, followed by dinner and the awards presentation. This is a great 
opportunity to connect with judges, legal services providers, and attorneys who value pro bono. 
All guests must RSVP as walk-ins cannot be accommodated. You can RSVP by clicking here. 

 
MVLS Trainings 
 

Best Practices in Family Law 
Circuit Court for Carroll County Courthouse Annex 

55 N. Center St. | Westminster, MD 21157 
October 20 | 2 - 4 pm  

 
The Judges and Magistrates of the Circuit Court for Carroll County, in conjunction with the 
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS), will present a Best Practices in Family Law 
discussion.  Attendance is free and open to all practitioners, but lawyers who attend must agree 
to accept 1 family law case (divorce or custody) from MVLS.  The bench will discuss a variety of 
issues of interest to family law practitioners, offering valuable insight into how Carroll County 
Judges and Magistrates approach many of the more thorny issues faced by family law attorneys. 
The bench invites and encourages your attendance at this program, which will be held in the Jury 
Assembly Room on the Second floor of the Courthouse Annex. Register 
 

Third Thursday Webinars 
 
The free webinars run from 12 pm - 1:30. 
Oct. 19- Avoiding Pro Bono Burnout - Register 
Nov. 16 - Brief Advice Clinics: Managing Clients in Crisis - Register 


