
Dana O. Williams, Esq. of Towson was sworn in as the Maryland State Bar Association’s (MSBA) 126th president on June 
16, 2019.   His installation and acceptance speech took place at the close of the 2019 MSBA’s Legal Summit and Annual 
Meeting in Ocean City.

Mr. Williams started his 
career as an Assistant 
State’s Attorney in Balti-

more City before entering private 
practice. He has been a trial 
attorney and partner at Heisler, 
Williams, & Lazzaro, LLC since 
1988 and has focused primarily 
on Family Law, Criminal Law,  
Estate Litigation and General 
Litigation.  In addition to his legal 
career, Mr. Williams has been 
actively involved in the Maryland 
State Bar Association and Balti-
more County Bar Associations.

During his remarks follow-
ing his installation, President 
Williams first thanked family, 
friends, and his predecessors, 
MSBA Past-Presidents Hon. Keith 
Truffer and Sara Arthur.  He also 
took a few moments to highlight 
the work the MSBA has done over 
the past two years, including 
improving its infrastructure and 

technology, launching the new 
Maryland Bar Journal, expan-
sion of the Lawyer Assistance 
Program, development of the 
Practice Management Resource 
Portal and increasing the number 
of CLE and networking events 
offered, and much more.

President Williams then 
outlined four concepts that will 
become the cornerstones of the 
2019-20 Bar year.  The first of these 
concepts is “Continuity”.  He ex-
plained that under this concept 
the MSBA will continue its work 
to modernize the association 
and add content and value for 
its members.

His second concept is “Pres-
ence”.  He explained that this 
concept will mean that the MSBA 
will truly be a state bar, and hold 
events such as CLE and network-
ing opportunities throughout the 
entire state.  He also noted that 

he plans to work with local and 
specialty bars to co-host events. 

President Williams’ third con-
cept is “Practice”.  Specifically, he 
noted that MSBA will continue 
to increase its resources to help 
members practice law.   In ad-
dition to expanding on existing 
programs like affordable CLE, 
publications, the Practice Man-
agement Resource Portal, and the 
State of the Profession reports, 
the MSBA will upgrade its email 
discussion lists to a more modern 
platform that will allow attorneys 
to access the MSBA community 
in more ways and while on the go. 

The final concept is “Leader-
ship.”  Under this concept, Pres-
ident Williams explained that 
MSBA and its partners, including 
the Access to Justice Commis-
sion, will continue to lead the way 
in providing access to courts and 
justice to citizens. In addition, 

he noted that he will convene a 
Strategic Implementation Task 
Force that will recommend ways 
to implement and measure the 
MSBA’s success in attaining the 
goals set forth in the Strategic Vi-
sion plan adopted by the Board of 
Governors in May 2019.  President 
Williams also announced that, 
in an effort to fulfill the MSBA 
critical role in maintaining the 
independence of the judiciary, he 
will be appointing an Emergent 
Issues Task Force. 

After outlining his four core 
concepts for 2019-20, President 
William concluded his remarks 
by stating that he, and Presi-
dent-Elect Hon. Mark Scurti, 
plan to work together to com-
memorate the 100th Anniversary 
of the 19th Amendment.  More 
details on this celebration will 
be announced as they become 
available. 
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Services:
•  Workers’ Compensation Investigations
•  Service of Process
•  Surveillance
•  Background Investigations
•  Child Custody Investigations 

•  Medical Malpractice Investigations 
•  Skip Trace Investigations
•  Infi delity Investigations 
•  Supervised Visitation & Exchange Monitoring
•  and more ...

Innovative strategies achieving results!

Maryland-based Private Investigation Agency

Email: jim@innovativepi.net | Website: innovativepi.net | Tel: 410-497-6200
Agency License No. 106-5396

INTERESTED IN 
SPONSORSHIP, 
MODERATOR AND/
OR PANELIST 
OPPORTUNITIES?
Please contact Erica 
Weissfeld, CEO and 
Founder of Judicial Events 
at 410-294-9936

MSBA MEMBER 
DISCOUNT TICKETS 
AVAILABLE

Use code MDDISCOUNT

Friday, September 13, 2019  
7:30 am - 12:30 pm
Pier 5 Hotel Baltimore 
711 Eastern Ave, Baltimore, MD 21202

MSBA PRESENTS  

2019 Legends of  
the BoardroomTM  

by Judicial EventsTM

A NETWORKING AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST  •  CLE CREDITS •  DISCOUNTED PARKING

FOR DETAILS AND TO REGISTER, VISIT msba.org/Legends

“An amazing 
event! 
Baltimore 
hasn’t seen 
anything  
like this.
Participant at 2017 Legends of 
the BoardroomTM Event

EVENT
A one of a kind program that provides 
a great opportunity to network with 
General Counsels and other in-house 
lawyers, while learning about some of 
the fastest growing practice areas. 

PROGRAM
Learn from visionaries who have 
established national reputations 
for their winning legal strategies. 
The panels will be held as plenary 
sessions to enable you to attend 
each program, and hear from each 
speaker.

NETWORKING
Networking at this event is a great 
way to meet and mingle with the 
many local (Baltimore and D.C.) 
General Counsels, inhouse lawyers, 
and law firm attorneys in attendance.

mailto:msba@msba.org
http://www.msba.org
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The McCammon Group 
is pleased to announce our newest Neutral 

For a complete list of our services and Neutrals throughout MD, DC, and VA,  
call 888.343.0922 or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

Leaders in Dispute Resolution

Hon. Nelson W. Rupp, Jr. (Ret.)
Retired Judge, Circuit Court for Montgomery County

The Honorable Nelson W. Rupp, Jr. recently retired after twenty-five years of dedicated judicial 

service, most recently as an Associate Judge of the Circuit Court for Montgomery County. Before 

his service on the bench, Judge Rupp enjoyed a successful law practice and was the leader of a civil 

litigation team representing individuals and businesses in a wide array of practice areas including 

professional liability, products liability, commercial litigation and personal injury. He has also served 

as an Assistant State’s Attorney for Prince George’s County, a Deputy State’s Attorney for St. Mary’s 

County, and a Senior Assistant State’s Attorney for Montgomery County. Judge Rupp is a two-time 

recipient of the Outstanding Jurist Award from the Montgomery County Bar Association. He now 

brings this exceptional record of leadership and accomplishment to The McCammon Group to serve the 

mediation, arbitration, and special master needs of lawyers and litigants in Maryland, DC, and beyond.

Members should address 
their written ethics inquiries 
to Patricia Weaver, Ethics 
Committee, 4800 Hampden 
Lane, Suite 700, Bethesda, MD 
20814, or call (301) 951-9360, or 
e-mail tweaver@paleyrothman.
com. Opinions of the Ethics 
Committee are available online 
at www.msba.org/ethics. Please 
consult the Rules and MSBA 
Ethics Opinion Website before 
calling.

July
Wayne M. Willoughby 
Baltimore City 
(443) 394-8800

Robert F. Miller  
Baltimore County 
(410) 823-1800

Patricia M. Weaver 
Montgomery County 
(301) 951-9360

Joshua G. Berman  
Washington, D.C. 
(202) 482-4772

MSBA ETHICS HOTLINE

August
Paul F. Newhouse 
Baltimore City 
(410) 296-8565

Marc R. Emden  
Montgomery	 County 
(301) 762-7007

Jeffrey Delgado 
Baltimore City 
(202) 324-5350

Become a contributing author for  
MSBA’s Bar Bulletin. 

The Bar Bulletin is now accepting articles 
on a variety of topic areas each month.

INTERESTED? Submit articles to BarBulletin@msba.org or visit msba.org/BarBulletin.

BUILD YOUR  

PROFESSIONAL PRESENCE

mailto:tweaver@paleyrothman.com
mailto:tweaver@paleyrothman.com
http://www.msba.org/ethics
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MSBA NEWS

Dateline
JULY

AUGUST

LinkedIn News Stories
Hundreds of attorneys follow us on LinkedIn.  

 Join them and receive these useful articles and more in real time at msba.org/linkedin.

One size does not fit all:  
Law firm subscription plans come in  
all shapes and sizes

Home movies are dominated by Netflix. 
And Amazon Prime’s subscription-based 
free shipping model has shaken up online 
commerce. Are law firms ready to move to 
a subscription-based model, too?

Lateral Move Taking You To A New City? 
Factors Every Attorney Should Consider

Read the latest edition of MSBA’s Legal 
Profession Trends Highlights for updated 
information on mergers, cybersecurity, 
legal disruptors, in-house counsel news, 
legal technology, and more.

GDPR: What to Know About Third-Party 
Employers

Companies doing business in the 
EU or who have vendor or employer 
relationships with EU-based individuals 
need to continue to evaluate their GDPR 
obligations.

Coworking office spaces are becoming 
more popular in the legal industry

A lawyer’s professional responsibilities 
and ethical rules may spook him or her 
away from general coworking spaces, 
but that’s a problem that lawyer-exclusive 
coworking companies aim to solve.

Wake Up Call: As Tech Giants Gear Up For 
Antitrust Probes, Big Law Eyes Big Fees

As tech giants prepare for bruising 
antitrust fights and related litigation in 
Washington and abroad, Big Law firms 
could be in for a big windfall in legal fees.

Are Employment Contracts With 
Unenforceable Terms Unethical?

For years, many lawyers have routinely 
included clearly illegal or unenforceable 
terms—like bogus noncompete 
agreements—in worker contracts.

Résumés IV: If This Concept Dies, It Dies

It is time to move onto the résumé 
section that will likely become dominant 
as your legal career unfolds, your work 
experience.

17  Join the Senior Lawyers Section for lunch and its section 
meeting at 12:00pm at the MSBA Headquarters in Baltimore, 
Maryland.  For more information and/or to register, please vis-
it:  www.msba.org/seniorlawyersmeeting

30  The MSBA CLE Department presents “AI in the Legal 
Profession” from 9:30am - 1:30pm at the Universities at Shady 
Grove Conference Center in Rockville, MD.  The course will 
explore the intersection of technology and the legal profes-
sion and the vast spectrum of issues that exist there, from 
digital transformation and cloud-based practice to  artificial 
intelligence, machine learning, and cybersecurity.  It will delve 
into the ways these trends are affecting practice manage-
ment, client communications, discovery, litigation, and the 
very nature of client service, and connect the dots between 
what experts following these trends believe they mean for 
the legal community and what attorneys need to know in or-
der to effectively advise clients about this rapidly developing 
area.  For more information and/or to register please visit:  
www.msba.org/AI-in-Profession

13  The MSBA CLE Department presents “Best Practices for 
Collection Attorneys in the 21st Century” from 9:30am to 1:30pm 
at the Universities at Shady Grove Conference Center in Rock-
ville, MD.  Attorney Ron Canter will cover current and con-
templated Federal and state regulatory and rule requirements 
for lawyers that collect consumer debts.  This presentation 
will also address best litigation strategies and practices and 
more!  For more information and/or to register please visit:  
www.msba.org/Collection-Attorneys

22  The MSBA CLE Department Presents “2019 Family Prac-
tice Update” from 8:30am to 1:15pm at the University of Balti-
more School of Law.  n one comprehensive program you’ll learn 
about all of the major developments in Maryland family law 
during the past twelve months. We’ll also clue you in on some 
small developments that have changed family law practice in 
subtle, but important, ways. You’ll get an invaluable update 
on case law, legislation and court rules. Your guides on this 
interesting and informative tour through family practice terri-
tory are Bryan Renehan, Paul Reinstein, Heather Sweren and 
Maureen Glackin, veteran faculty members and experienced, 
highly effective lawyers, who have concentrated their practices 
in family law for many years. In addition to the great learn-
ing opportunity, you’ll have time to network with colleagues 
and make new contacts among attendees who consider this 
highly regarded annual update to be a required component 
of their professional development plan as family law practi-
tioners.  For more information and/or to register, please visit: 
www.msba.org/FPU

28  The MSBA CLE Department presents “Handling Drink-
ing and Driving Cases in Maryland” from 8:30am to 5:00pm at 
Loyola Graduate Center in Columbia, Maryland.  Experienced 
attorneys Pat Maher and Lenny Stamm will cover critical 
topics for defending DUI cases, including the initial client 
interview, whether and when to request an MVA hearing and 
how to conduct the hearing, challenges to the initial stop, cross 
examination of the arresting officer, breath test challenges, 
presenting a defense, plea negotiations, sentencing and more. 
There will also be a recent statutory and case law update. if you 
handle drinking and driving cases, or want to, this program is 
a must.  For more information and/or to register please visit:  
www.msba.org /Drinking-Driving

http://msba.org/linkedin
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80% of lawyers want to improve 
efficiency of firm operations.

Claim your 10% discount at www.clio.com/mdbar
or call 1-866-332-9632.

Spend less time on client follow-up 
with Clio Grow. 

For more information go to MSBA.ORG/WELLNESSWEEK

BUILDING A  
HEALTHY 
PROFESSION, 
TOGETHER.

Bench/Bar Wellness week is a partnership between MD Bars to feature four days of seminars, exercise 
and wellness activities and discussions around the state culminating with a health Expo for members 
of the bench and bar. Hear from professionals with experience in both the legal and health arenas, and 
participate in workshops for fitness, nutrition, mindfulness, stress management and more.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
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PRO BONO PROFILE

On Saturday, June 15, 2019, MSBA member Paul Ackerman was presented with the 2019 
Maryland Pro Bono Service Government or Corporate Legal Department Award, on behalf 
of Exelon Corporation.  The awards were presented at the 2019 MSBA Legal Summit & 
Annual Meeting.

Can you tell me about the 
award you received?
We’re really excited to be selected 
for the corporate pro bono pro-
gram of the year.  We appreciate 
having our partnership with the 

Esperanza Center recognized in 
this way. 

It’s been a great partnership 
for over seven years.  We’ve held 
dozens of clinics, primarily for 
low-income immigrants who 

have asylee or refugee status, as 
well as DACA clinics (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals), 
and general screening clinics 
for immigrants who need legal 
services. 

Having done this for seven 
years, it’s been very gratifying to 
see clients come in, really just 
off the boat or airplane, from 
war-torn countries - from very 
difficult circumstances.  They’ve 
been granted asylee status, we’ve 
helped them get green cards, 
and then four or five years later, 
they come back and we’re able 
to process their citizenship 
documentation.  It’s just really 
wonderful.

What led to Exelon’s 
partnership with the Esperanza 
Center?
The motivating factor is 
the culture of my company, 
Exelon.  One of the things 
that Exelon brought was 
a very firm commitment 
to be deeply rooted in the 
communities where we work. 
These clinics and the one-on-
one representations give our 
employees and me the chance 
to get out from behind our 
desks, to get to know people in 
the community, and to make a 
real impact.

What would you say to other 
companies considering pro 
bono service?
Making the commitment that it’s 
going to be part of your in-house 
legal department’s mission is 
crucial. It’s beneficial for the 
employees, beneficial for the 
community, and from a public re-
lations perspective, it’s beneficial.

It’s important not to try to do 
it on your own.  It’s important to 
find good partnerships. It takes 
getting to know the partners, and 

supporting them.  I work hard, 
in our corporate contributions, 
making sure that we provide 
some resources and donations 
to the organization.

I would really encourage com-
panies to get involved, even small 
companies who think they don’t 
have the resources to do it.  We 
have a number of clinics where 
we work with other companies. 
In September, we’re hosting a 
clinic in partnership with the 
Baltimore City Bar Association’s 
Senior Legal Services program, 
inviting corporate counsel from 
around the city to come in, and 
do wills for low-income seniors. 
The Pro Bono Resource Center 
coordinates that, and it just takes 
a little effort. 

And finally, recognition. After 
you have these events, publicize 
them internally, and have them 
be part of the corporate commu-
nications, so everybody in the 
company sees the value.

How does it feel to serve in this 
way?
Once they’ve done it once, once 
they’ve sat down with a refu-
gee from a war-torn country 
who’s gone through unspeakable 
events -- and often in these clinics 
you need to work through some of 
these issues with them -- there’s 
a lot of tears, there’s a lot of joy 
for being here.  And you walk out 
of the clinics, knowing you’ve 
touched someone’s life and that 
you’ve made a huge difference. 

And you just can’t get that 
typically in your day-to-day job. 

2019 Pro Bono Service Awards Profile: 
Exelon Corporation

PBRC’s featured service 
opportunity
Apply today for the PBRC Professional Skills Academy.  
probonomd.org/academy 

For more information about volunteering in Maryland, contact:
Annie Speedie, PBRC Director of Programming:  
aspeedie@probonomd.org, 443-703-3051.

In partnership with MSBA

PRO BONO
Maryland

RESOURCE CENTER

The Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland 
will match your skills with a wide range of  
pro bono opportunities. 
The Center welcomes  new volunteers  
dedicated to addressing issues impacting 
low income families and their communities.

520 W. Fayette St., Baltimore, MD 21201 | (800) 396-1274

For more information about the recipients of the 2019 Maryland 
Pro Bono Service Awards, including interview clips, visit 
www.probonomd.org/awards. 

Hon. Mary Ellen Barbara, Chief Judge, Maryland Court of Appeals; Paul D. Ackerman, Associate General 
Counsel, Exelon Corporation; Sharon E. Goldsmith, Executive Director, Pro Bono Resource Center of 
Maryland - Photo © 2019 C.Hamburger Focophoto.

mailto:aspeedie@probonomd.org
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Subscribe Today!
Get Maryland’s daily statewide source for 

law, business, government and real estate news.

Behind the compromise
Here’s how lawmakers found a way
to expand post-conviction relief. 10A

A TEDCO boost
Baltimore medical device startup joins
program to help get FDA approval. 3A
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A Harford County jury Tuesday 
awarded $45 million to a company 
that has been battling the county 
government for nearly 30 years over 
the right to use a property as a rubble 
landfill, one of the largest jury awards 
in county history.

After an eight-day trial and nearly 
five hours of deliberations, the jury 
found that the county government’s 
decision to prevent Maryland Rec-
lamation Associates from using the 
property near Havre de Grace as a 
rubble landfill was a regulatory taking 
of property for which the company 

Government plans to file appeal 
in latest ruling in 30-year legal battle

Harford company 
awarded $45M  
in rubble landfill  
dispute with county

By kAtheRine BRzozowski

Capital News Service

 
ANNAPOLIS — The 

Maryland Transportation 
Authority is exploring phas-
ing out all cash toll booths 
across the state.

Today, tolls are col-
lected three ways: by cash, 
or electronically, by either 

an E-ZPass transponder or 
by video tolling — when the 
state uses a license-plate 
photo and mails drivers their 
bill.

Transportation officials 
say that the transition to 
all-electronic, high-speed 
toll collection will: save driv-
ers time on their commute, 
save the state money, re-

duce accidents at toll plazas, 
and reduce CO2 emissions 
as less fuel is being burned, 
according to a national study 
by the University of Central 
Florida.

Drivers in Maryland 
could start seeing new plazas 
that only collect tolls elec-
tronically at highway speeds 
by the summer of 2019, said 

Kevin Reigrut, executive 
director of the Maryland 
Transportation Authority.

However the state has no 
specific timetable or budget 
for all-electronic tolling at 
this time, Maryland Trans-
portation Authority Commu-
nications Director Cheryl M. 
Sparks told Capital News 

MARYLAND EXPLORES CHANGING  
TOLLS TO ELECTRONIC ONLY

SEE EZ-PASS 7A

FILE PHOTO

SEE VERDICT 12A

The southbound Fort McHenry Tunnel toll plaza on Interstate 95 in Baltimore.

By BRyAn P. seARs

BSears@TheDailyRecord.com

ANNAPOLIS — A $69 mil-
lion state contract to oversee 
the largest public-private 
highway project in the coun-
try has been pulled from 

the Board of Public Works’ 
schedule after questions 
were raised over Transporta-
tion Secretary Pete K. Rahn’s 
relationship with the winner 
of the contract and his han-
dling of the bidding process.

The withdrawal of the 
contract with a consortium 
headed by Kansas City, Mis-
souri-based HNTB comes as 
officials express concerns 

about the speed of the pro-
curement, the waiving of 
standard competitive bidding 
processes and the relation-
ship between the company 
and Rahn, who previously 
worked for HNTB.

There are also new ques-
tions regarding apparent dis-
crepancies between Rahn’s 
public statements about his 
ownership and sale of stock 

from his former employer 
and public financial disclo-
sures filed with the Maryland 
State Ethics Commission.

“Members of the Board of 
Public Works had questions 
about the procurement pro-
cess and the department is 
going to and should and will 
address those questions,” 

Transportation contract delayed after questions raised

SEE RAHN 8A

Rahn’s handling of selection 
process under scrutiny

MAXIMILIAN FRANZ

Plaintiff’s attorney Brett Ingerman: ‘The jury 
was persuaded that what (Harford County) did 
here was wrong. It was wrong back in 1990 
and they thought it was wrong today.’

FILE PHOTO

Transportation Secretary Pete K. Rahn is de-
fending the process by which a $69 million con-
tract is set to be awarded to a group headed by 
his former employer.

THE DAILY RECORD’S MARYLAND’S TOP 100 WOMEN 2018   1  

Roselyn Aker-Black, Psy.D.
LaKeecia Allen

Magistrate Jo Ann Asparagus
*Christine D. Aspell

Jody S. Berg
Maureen M. Black

Samantha Bowling, CPA, CGMA
Oana A. Brooks
Shelley Brown

Patricia A. Browne
Judge Sharon V. Burrell

Renay L. Butler
Judge Donine Marie Carrington

Dr. Jocelyn Chaney-Gainers
Erin Charles, CPA
Michelle Coates

Michele L. Cohen
Alyce Dailey

Natasha M. Dartigue
Suzzanne W. Decker

*Diane Devaney
Dr. Tracey L. Durant

Barbara Ebel
Donna S. Edwards

Lynda Ellis
Wendy Elover

Aileen Eskildsen
Tiffany Esther

Carolyn Evans, Esq.
Jodi Finkelstein

Sandy Fitzgerald-Angello
Bernadette Fowlkes-Bridges

Swata Gandhi

Dr. Kathleen A. Getz
*Abby Glassberg

Elizabeth Scott Glenn
Dr. Michele Guyton
Catherine Y. Hamel

Kay N. Harding
Cassandra Jones Havard

*Marie Hartman
Geanelle Griffith Herring

Aubreana Stephenson Holder
Jan Holt

Jeannie L. Howe
*Betsey Hurwitz-Schwab

Asma Inge-Hanif
*Lisa A. Hall Johnson

Erica Joseph
Lexy Kessler
Amy Kleine
Shawn Kros

*Mary Beth Lennon
*Cylia Lowe-Smith, Esq.

Kathleen McClernan-Walz, Esq.
Jill McClune

Laurie McDonald
Pat Bonner McElroy

*Denise K. Mersinger
Barbara Pisano Messing

Vanessa Milio
Janice Miller

*Kathleen Momme
Terry H. Morgenthaler

Shannon M. Neal
Kathleen Maletic Neuzil

Kim Y. Oldham
Tenyo Pearl

*Karen Pecora-Barbour
Delegate Joseline Peña-Melnyk

Sabita Devi Persaud
Lily Qi

Ann Quinn
Gina Ramsey

Johnette Richardson
Valda Ricks

*Dr. Tonja L. Ringgold
Kimberly Y.  Robinson

Donna Stevenson Robinson
Angela Rose

Heather B. Sachs
*Lynn B. Sassin

Laurie-Anne Sayles
Tammy S.J. Schneider, CPA

*Leslie Simmons, R.N., F.A.C.H.E.
Carol Ann Smith

Erin Stauder
Karen G. Sugar

Jessica Wolf Suriano
Gustava “Gusty” Taler

C. Marie Taylor
Rebecca Teaff

Maureen van Stone, Esq. MS
Judge Cathleen Vitale

Annette Campagna Walter
Sonya Whited

Christina Williams
Flavia Williamson
Renée M. Winsky
Michele K. Wolff

* Circle of 
 Excellence honorees

Leadership
inLaw

2018

LARGEST 
MARYLAND’S

LAW  
FIRMS

The rise in lateral moves, page 6  . Rankings, info on 60 firms, page 12

Q&A with female managing partners, page 2

A DIFFERENT 
VIEW FROM THE 
CORNER OFFICE

20
18

Sponsored by

1 Year Print & Digital Access for $249
You SAVE $70

or
1 Year Digital Only Access for $139

You SAVE $50

Special Offer for MSBA Members

TheDailyRecord.com/print-digital/?promocode=M9ZMSBA
877-615-9536

Use promo code M9ZMSBA
Offer good for new subscribers only
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LEGAL NEWS

The 2019 MSBA Legal Summit and Annual Meeting was one of the most successful to 
date with over 1,100 participants.  Attorneys from all over Maryland, diverse practice 
areas and sectors of the profession, were in attendance for the wide array of educational 
programming and networking events.

A welcome video from U.S. 
Senator Chis van Hollen 
opened the 2019 Legal 

Summit & Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, June 12, 2019, and 
kicked off an outstanding lineup 
of keynote speakers.  The stand-
ing room only crowd enjoyed 
hearing from former United 
States Deputy General and 
MSBA member, Rod Rosenstein 
and CNN Chief Legal Analyst, 
Jeffrey Toobin.   In addition, the 

program included a discussion 
with Maryland Attorney General 
Brian Frosh & Washington D.C. 
Attorney General Karl Racine.  
The discussion was moderated by 
former Maryland Attorney Gen-
eral Doug Gansler.   The speakers 
all brought their own unique 
perspective on a range of issues 
affecting the legal profession and 
current events. 

On Thursday and Friday, 
attendees enjoyed a variety of 

programs focused on a variety 
of practice areas.  In addition, 
there were a variety of programs 
applicable to attorneys from a 
variety of practice areas.  A few 
popular programs included: 
“Practice Tips from the Bench”, 
“50 Tech Tips and Tools”, and  
“2019 Supreme Court Review”.  

The Thought Leaders Series 
provided attendees with infor-
mation on emerging technology 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Interested? Contact your LexisNexis 

Representative for more information 

D A V I D  T O B I N
410.340.9501
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LexisNexis, Lexis Advance and the Knowledge Burst logo are registered 
trademarks of RELX Inc. Other products or services may be trademarks or 

registered trademarks of their respective companies. ©2019 LexisNexis 0419

Context on Lexis Advance®, the industry’s only case-law language analytics
solution, won the 2019 Legaltech Product Innovation People’s Choice Award.

The Right Words Win

2019 MSBA Legal 
Summit & Annual 
Meeting Recap
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affecting the legal profession, 
including cybersecurity, artificial 
intelligence, biotechnology, and 
more.  The Legal Summit also fea-
tured several panels addressing 
issues related to various sectors 
of the profession, including in-
house/corporate counsel, legisla-
tors, and government attorneys.  

Throughout the week, at-
tendees enjoyed a variety of 
networking opportunities.  Pop-
ular events included the Crab 
Feast, President’s Reception, Law 
School Alumni Happy Hours, and 
the Silent Disco.  Local & Special-
ity Bars welcomed guests at the 
nightly hospitality cabanas, and 
Worcester County Bar Associa-
tion held its annual “Afternoon 
at Seacrets”.  

Participants also supported 
the work of the Maryland Bar 
Foundation by attending the 
Fellows induction ceremony and 
the Maryland Access to Justice 
Commission through the Justice 
Rocks! Fundraiser.

Health and wellness was also 

a focus at this year’s summit with 
added daily fitness offerings 
including:  “Fit to Practice Boot-
camp”, afternoon yoga, and the 
Friday YLS Sun Run sponsored 
by The Daily Record.  

On Saturday, the Legal Sum-
mit & Annual Meeting conclud-
ed with an awards ceremony, 
including presentation of the 
Presidential Best Section Awards 
to the ADR Section for its “ADR 
in a Box” Program and the Im-
migration Law Section for its 
series of pro bono clinics on the 
Eastern Shore.  In addition, the 
Hon. Martin Welch received a 
standing ovation as he was pre-
sented with the Anselm Sodaro 
Award for judicial civility. 

The 2019 Legal Summit & 
Annual Meeting closed with 
installation of MSBA President, 
Dana O. Williams.  

We look forward to a suc-
cessful 2019-20 Bar year under 
the guidance of MSBA President, 
Dana Williams.  

The MSBA would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 
participants in the 2019 Legal Summit & Annual Meeting, including 
the following sponsors:

INTREPID

Solu�ons LLC 
PARALEGAL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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We Speak Your Language
Experience unlimited access to our in-house legal counsel

and an unrivaled level of personal service.

Now offering Signature Services
for Attorneys in the following areas:

Online IOLTA
Account Access

Receiverships Debtor in
Possession Accounts

Homeowners
Associations

Deposit Account
Control Agreements

ICS - FDIC Insurance  
for Funds Over $250,000

1031
Exchanges

Escrow
Account Services Trusts Estates Guardianships

To learn more about how we can assist with your needs contact:
Andrea Colender at 410.260.2081 or acolender@severnbank.com
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PBRC Honors Lawyers at Pro Bono  
Service Awards

Del. Clippinger Holds Townhall on 
Judicial Elections

Hundreds of Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA) 
members honored Maryland lawyers, firms and judges 
who have provided exemplary pro bono service, at the 
2019 Maryland Pro Bono Service Awards on June 15 in 
Ocean City.  The awards were presented by the Pro Bono 
Resource Center of Maryland (PBRC).

Award recipients included 
solo practitioner José Z. 
Canto ( Judge Robert M. 

Bell Award), noted to have accept-
ed more than 15 family law cases 
each year from Maryland Vol-
unteer Lawyers Service (MVLS), 
for the past six years.  The Dis-
tinguished Pro Bono Volunteer 
Award was presented to Howard 
R. Majev, a partner at Saul Ewing 
Arnstein & Lehr LLP.  Howard has 
dedicated over 350 hours per year 
to pro bono matters, on average, 
for the past five years. Andrea 
Ross, a solo practitioner, received 
the Lee A. Caplan Award.  Since 
2013, Andrea has volunteered 
each month at Mid-Shore Pro 
Bono’s Debtor Assistance Project 
(DAP) clinic.  She also enabled the 
project to expand beyond Talbot 
County to include Kent County.

Thomas K. Prevas, a partner 
at Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr 

LLP, was selected for the Young 
Lawyers Section Alex Fee Memo-
rial Award.  An active pro bono 
leader, Thomas has contributed 
hundreds of hours, including 
taking dozens of protective order 
cases for clients of the House of 
Ruth, and serving on that orga-
nization’s board, among much 
more.  The Law Firm Pro Bono 
Award was presented to the 
Mulinazzi Law Office in Howard 
County.  In the past 13 years, 
Thomas Mulinazzi has accepted 
138 cases from MVLS, of which 
123 were contested custody and 
divorce.  Notably, all members of 
the firm give back through pro 
bono service. 

Exelon Corporation received 
the Government or Corporate 
Legal Department Award.  Since 
2013, Exelon has partnered with 
Catholic Charities of Baltimore’s 

© 2019 C.Hamburger/Focophoto
Award recipients gather for a group photo at the 2019 Maryland Pro Bono Service Awards.  Back row, from left: 
Howard R. Majev, Partner at Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP; Thomas K. Prevas, Partner at Saul Ewing Arnstein 
& Lehr LLP; Hon. John Gossart, retired U.S. Immigration Judge; Paul D. Ackerman, Associate General Counsel at 
Exelon Corporation; José Z. Canto, solo practitioner; and Thomas E. Mulinazzi of Mulinazzi Law Office.
Front row, from left: Sharon E. Goldsmith, Executive Director of the Pro Bono Resource Center; Michelle 
Dauksha, Shannon L. Kowitz,Kim E. Stepanuk, and Sandra M. Holt, all members of the  Mulinazzi Law Office; and 
Andrea Ross, solo practitioner.

Delegate Luke Clippinger of Baltimore City, Chairman of the House’s Judiciary Committee, conducted a Town Hall at the 2019 MSBA Legal Summit & Annual 
meeting in Ocean City. The main topic of discussion was the controversial issue of contested judicial elections for Circuit Court judgeships.  

During the townhall, Del. 
Clippinger moderated a 
discussion between at-

tendees as they expressed their 
views and argued their side. The 
attendees in the standing room 
only conference room debated 
the merits of both sides of the 
argument. 

Proponents of keeping ju-
dicial elections argued that 
contested judicial elections give 

women and minorities greater 
access to the bench, because of 
discrimination in the appoint-
ment process. Judge Dugan, a 
strong supporter of contested 
judicial elections, made the 
case that elections first helped 
African Americans onto the 
bench, then republicans and 
now women. Supporters also 
said that elections gave a form of 
accountability for Judges. 

Those in favor of eliminating 

judicial elections, stated that they 
were unfair due to the lack of 
voter knowledge on the subject.  
In addition, unlike their challeng-
ers, sitting judges are prohibited 
from taking public positions on 
certain topics during the elec-
tion.  Finally, opponents also 
argued that contested elections 
require sitting judges to take time 
away from the bench to raise 
campaign funds, and distracts 
them from the important nature 

of their work.
Contested judicial elections 

have long been a thorny issue.  
Many bills to remove them have 
gone to the Maryland General 
Assembly ’s House Judiciary 
Committee for consideration, 
with little to no success.  However, 
those in favor of eliminating the 
elections may see greater suc-
cess as a result of the change in 
leadership of the judiciary com-
mittee.  In light of this Townhall, 

it appears that, at minimum, Del. 
Clippenger is at least open to 
hearing further discussion on the 
topic during the 2020 session of 
the Maryland General Assembly 
in Annapolis. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Mom-Disapproved 
Words, Now Eligible for 
Trademark Registration
BY DAVID TAYLOR

We are surrounded by trademarks and service marks every day, when driving down the street, surf-
ing the Internet, or shopping at just about any store or mall. Marks are found on signage, product 
packaging, the sides of vehicles, and just about everywhere else.  Most marks are brand names.  

Famous marks that come to mind include Coke, Apple, and Ford.  However, a mark can also be a symbol, 
sound, color, scent, shape or the like used to identify a particular source of a product or service.  

Sections of the Lanham Act 
include several prohibitions 
against registering certain kinds 
of marks.  Section 2(a) is one of 
those sections and, until recently, 
precluded registration of a mark 
that consisted of or comprised 
“immoral” or “scandalous” mat-
ter.  The statute provided no 
guidance on those prohibitions, 
although a body of case law elab-
orated upon the types of marks 
that were precluded.

The constitutionality of the 
statutory prohibition against 
immoral and scandalous marks 
was recently challenged in court 
by Erik Brunetti.  Mr. Brunetti 
filed a trademark application in 
the U.S. Patent & Trademark Of-
fice (“PTO”) seeking to federally 
register his trademark “FUCT” 
for use in association with cloth-
ing.  Mr. Brunetti argued that 
the mark was neither immoral 
nor scandalous because it was 
pronounced as four separate 
letters, one after the other: F-U-
C-T.  The PTO was not persuaded 
by Mr. Brunetti’s argument and 
refused registration of the mark 
under Section 2(a) of the Lanham 
Act on the ground that the mark 
consisted of or comprised “im-
moral” or “scandalous” matter, 
because the mark is a homonym 
of a highly offensive and vulgar 
word.  Mr. Brunetti argued that 
Section 2(a)’s prohibition against 
the registration of “immoral” or 
“scandalous” matter violated 
the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, and appealed 
the PTO’s refusal until the case 
eventually made its way to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

Most commentators be-
lieved that Mr. Brunetti would 
succeed on his appeal and that 
the “immoral” or “scandalous” 
statutory prohibition would be 
held unconstitutional based 
upon the Supreme Court’s recent 
decision, Matal v. Tam, 137 S.Ct. 

1744 (2017) (“Tam”).  In Tam, the 
Court unanimously held that 
the same statutory section’s bar 
against registering marks that 
“disparage” any “person[], living 
or dead” was facially unconsti-
tutional because it allowed the 
Government to discriminate 
against free speech based on 
the “viewpoint” of the ideas or 
opinions the speech conveyed.  In 
Tam, the Supreme Court unani-
mously ruled that the mark “THE 
SLANTS,” which the PTO consid-
ered a derogatory term for Asian 
persons, could be registered by a 
rock group. 

Aware of the Tam precedent, 
the PTO attempted to distinguish 
Tam from the “immoral” or “scan-
dalous” statutory prohibition 
used to refuse Mr. Brunetti’s 
application by arguing in its 
petition for certiorari that Tam 
was decided on the ground that 
the disparagement provision 
discriminated based on view-
point.  According to the PTO, a 
“significant body of precedent 
[had held] that restrictions on the 
use of profanity and sexual imag-
es [i.e., immoral and scandalous 
matter] are viewpoint neutral.”  
The PTO also pointed out that, 

should the Court rule in favor of 
Mr. Brunetti by invalidating the 
immoral and scandalous matter 
provision of Section 2(a) of the 
Lanham Act, the PTO would not 
be able to invoke the provision 
to refuse registrations “of even 
the most vulgar terms and lewd 
sexual images.”

In Iancu v. Brunetti, --- S.Ct. 
---, 2019 WL 2570622, No. 18-302 
( June 24, 2019), Justice Kagan 
wrote for the majority in ruling 
that the “immoral” or “scan-
dalous” matter prohibition of 
Section 2(a) of the Lanham Act 
violates the First Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution because it 
is viewpoint based.  Notably, the 
Court, particularly in its concur-
ring and dissenting opinions, left 
the door open for Congress to re-
write Section 2(a) of the Lanham 
Act, without violating the First 
Amendment, to bar registration 
of marks containing vulgar terms 
that are offensive independent of 
view point and play no real part 
in the expression of ideas.

From a practice standpoint, 
the PTO had been suspending 
action on pending applications 

Mr. Brunetti argued that 
Section 2(a)’s prohibition 
against the registration of 
“immoral” or “scandalous” 
matter violated the First 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, and appealed 
the PTO’s refusal until the 
case eventually made its way 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

“
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You can trust 35+ years 
of experience protecting lawyers.

The MSBA Recommended 
Lawyer’s Professional Liability Carrier

Put your trust in the carrier 
created by lawyers, 
run by lawyers, 
exclusively serving lawyers.

Protecting Your Practice is Our Policy.®

• Works exclusively with lawyers professional 
liability insurance

• Specializes in solo to mid-size firms
• Returned over $60 million in profits to 

policyholders since 1988
• Offers an array of services to mitigate risks

Get a fast quote today!
www.mlmins.com
or contact Kay Kenny
443-955-4829  or  kkenny@mlmins.com
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Continuing Legal Education Opportunities

BY ANDREA TERRY, ESQ.

We’re excited to offer an all 
new presentation, Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in the Legal 
Profession, on Tuesday, July 30 
at the Universities at Shady Grove 
in Rockville, MD!  As technology 
continues to transform virtually 
every aspect of human life, it 
stands to reason that the practice 
of law is being transformed as 
well, in ways that your faculty 
will explain, can benefit lawyers 

and their clients. The program 
will delve into the ways these 
trends are affecting practice 
management, client communi-
cations, discovery, litigation, and 
the very nature of client service. 
Understanding the opportunities 
and risks these changes bring 
is critical to continued success 
for lawyers today.  Experienced 
faculty will explain how artificial 
intelligence and machine learn-

ing can enhance the practice 
of law, and how cyber security 
concerns should be addressed, 
whether you’re a solo practitioner 
or a lawyer in a large firm.

VIDEO REPLAYS

•	 IMMIGRATION 911: Putting Out The Fire | July 16, 2019, Baltimore and July 18, 2019, 
Rockville, MD 

•	 2019 Advanced Estate Planning Institute | July 30, 2019, Baltimore and August 1, 2019, 
Rockville, MD

•	 2019 Hot Topics in Elder Law | August 6, 2019, Baltimore and August 8, 2019, Rockville, 
MD

•	 Using & Drafting Trusts in Estate Planning | August 27, 2019, Baltimore and August 29, 
2019, Rockville, MD

•	 AI in the Legal Profession | September 10, 2019, Baltimore and September 12, 2019, 
Rockville, MD 

•	 Best Practices for Collection Attorneys in the 21st Century | September 17, 2019, 
Baltimore and September 17, 2019, Rockville, MD 

•	 Family Practice Update -  October 8, 2019, Baltimore 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and October 10, 
2019, Rockville, MD 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

•	 2019 Handling Drinking and Driving Cases in Maryland - October 29, 2019, Baltimore 
and October 31, 2019, Rockville, MD 

NEW & RECENT PUBLICATION UPDATES
(All titles available in print and electronically)

Now Available

Civil Pre-Trial Practice, 2019 Revised Edition (with 
downloadable forms)—The essential reference to civil 
practice beginning with the initial contact with a potential 
client up to trial. The author provides the “nuts and bolts” 
for handling a lawsuit, including legal research, service of 
process, discovery, settlement negotiations, pre-trial motions 
and trial preparation.

Pre-Sale Discounted Purchase Now Available:

Using & Drafting Trust in Estate Planning, 2019 Revised 
Edition—The 2019 Edition significantly revises Using & 
Drafting Trusts in Estate Planning. Much of this book focuses 
on specific trusts, what they are used for, how they fit into 
an estate plan, and the specific conditions governing each. 
The authors, experienced estate planning practitioners, have 
updated the book to include all of the relevant updated case 
law, IRS rulings, statutes, and regulations.

Civil Practice & Procedure in the District Court of Mary-
land, 2019 Edition—This new, updated book, published with 
the input and review of the District Court itself, provides 
the “nuts and bolts” for handling all aspects of a civil case in 
District Court. It is a handy, easy-to-follow guide for relatively 
new, experienced and all who practice in the District Court.
 
Criminal Practice & Procedure in the District Court of 
Maryland, 2019 Edition—This new, updated book, pub-
lished with the help and review of the District Court itself, 
provides the “nuts and bolts” for handling all aspects of a 
criminal case in District Court. It is a handy, easy-to-follow 
guide for relatively new, experienced and all who practice 
in the District Court.

Maryland Divorce & Separation Law, Tenth Edition—Last 
updated in 2009, this new, updated reference book is a com-
prehensive legal resource and practical guide that sets forth 
the legal principles and procedures for handling family law 
actions, including divorce, separation, child custody, child 
support, adoption and paternity matters, from the initial 
contact with a potential client through appeal. Updated by 
expert practitioners, it provides tips and forms and is an 
easy-to-follow guide on Family Law. 

Practice Manual for the Maryland Lawyer, Fifth Edi-
tion—This first update since the 2012 Fourth Edition brings 
the Practice Manual up to the minute! The best how-to-guide 
and fundamental reference on the essentials of Maryland 
law practice, the Practice Manual is the ultimate practical, 
nuts and bolts resource. Since 1981 it has served as both a 
cornerstone for new lawyers who are building real-world 
know-how and a touchstone for seasoned practitioners 
who trust its reliable, concise authority. Its two volumes 
include sixteen chapters covering key practice areas of law, 

UPCOMING LIVE CLE PROGRAMS

Registration is open for:
•	 Family Practice Update | August 22, 2019 | Columbia, MD 
•	 AI in the Legal Profession | July 30, 2019 | Rockville, MD
•	 Best Practices for Collection Attorneys in the 21st Century | August 13, 2019 | Rockville, 

MD | 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
•	 2019 Handling Drinking and Driving Cases in Maryland - August 28, 2019 | Columbia, 

MD
•	 40 Hour Basic Mediation Training | September 23-27, 2019 | Baltimore, MD

Registration Opening Soon! 
•	 Workers’ Compensation Evening Series | Oct. 2, 10, 16, 23, 30, Nov. 6, 2019  | Columbia, 

MD
•	 Advanced Real Property Institute | November 7, 2019 | Columbia, MD
•	 Advanced Tax Institute | November 11-14, 2019 | Martin’s West Baltimore, MD

NEW ONLINE, ON-DEMAND

•	 Recent Developments in Estate Administration - presented live March 12, 2019
•	 Appellate Practice in Maryland - presented live March 13, 2019
•	 Land Use Institute - presented live March 20, 2019
•	 New VA Wartime Pension Benefit Laws: It Finally Happened! - presented live March 

27, 2019
•	 Successful Management & Collection of Fees - presented live April 9, 2019
•	 Civil Pre-Trial Practice - presented live April 24, 2019
•	 2019 Hot Tips in Workers’ Compensation - presented live on May 9, 2019
•	 IMMIGRATION 911: Putting Out The Fire - presented live on May 10, 2019

Additional information 
and online registration 
available at  
msba.inreachce.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Living with intent - what does that mean? To me, living with intent means knowing what you are doing 
and why you are doing it. In other words, most people go through life allowing life to happen to them, 
or making decisions based on what is expected by society’s norms. This is NOT living with intent. It is 

easy to get caught up in letting life happen to us without questioning how it can be different. 

Another way to look at this 
is: You can go through life as a 
passenger and watch it go by, or 
you can be the driver and decide 
where you are going. Whether 
you chose to eat healthy or eat fast 
food every day is not the issue. The 
issue is whether you put thought 
into life and live it with purpose. 
We have the power to construct 
our lives to be the way we want. 
It is not always easy to make 
changes, but it is always possible. 

Tips for Living with Intent:
•	 Recognize that your life is made 

up of choices. Rather than going 
with the flow, take a step back 
and look at the choices you 
have.

•	 Think about what you want 
your life to be like. 

•	 Set an intention for your day. 
Each morning, before I get up, 
I take a few minutes to think of 
what kind of day I want to have; 
thus, I set an intention for my 
day. I acknowledge that I am 
responsible for my attitude,  
and have found this helps to 
ground me and allow me to be 
in control of how I feel. 

•	 Look at the culture in which 
you live, and assess where you 
allow it to dictate what you do. 
Is it taking you in a direction 
you don’t want to go, or are 
you choosing a comfortable 
direction?

•	 Look at who you are and what 
is important to you. What are 
you passionate about? What 
are your talents? What are 
your weaknesses? How do you 

want to incorporate all this in 
your life?

•	 Stop comparing yourself 
to others. You are unique. 
Someone else might appear 
to have it all, but you never 
really know what is going on 
in someone else’s life. The only 
life you have control over is 
your own.

•	 Goals help us move forward. Set 
goals and a time frame to meet 
them. Being specific about your 
goal will help motivate you.

•	 Remove distractions from 
your life. There are so many 
distractions that take away 
from what is really important. 
Everyone has to decide what 
is distracting them. It could be 
a negative person in your life, 

MSBA Lawyer Assistance 
Program Wellness TipSheet

Simplify Your Life by Living 
with Intent
BY LISA CAPLAN

The MSBA Lawyer Assistance Program is available to 
all lawyers in Maryland. If you or someone you know 
is in need of LAP’s free and confidential counseling 
services, please contact us for free: 

Lisa Caplan, LCSW-C, 
Associate Director
443-703-3042
lisa@msba.org

James P. Quinn, 
Director
443-703-3041
jim@msba.org

24/7 TOLL-FREE LINE

1-888-388-5459

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU.

LAWYER 
ASSISTANCE,  
LOCALLY
MSBA Lawyer Assistance Program (LAP) has worked 
tirelessly to preserve and promote the professional, 
physical, and emotional health and well-being of 
all Maryland attorneys, judges, and law students by 
providing free, confidential counseling on issues 
affecting those in the profession. Our services include 
help for a broad range of problems and personal concerns 
such as:

   DEPRESSION
   ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE
   MARITAL & FAMILY PROBLEMS
   STRESS & BURNOUT
   ADDICTION
   EATING DISORDERS
   WORK/LIFE BALANCE
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Whether you are a practicing law professional with years of experience or just beginning 
your law career, George Mason Mortgage has a loan program designed just for you!  
The Practicing Attorney’s Mortgage Program1,2 is a great home financing solution with manageable down 
payment requirements.

Benefits include: 
• Financing up to 100% of the home value
• Purchase Transactions and Rate Term Refinance
• Primary Residence Only
• No Mortgage Insurance
1Loan program is available in the following lending territories: VA, MD, DC, NC, SC, WV and PA.
2Available to qualified attorneys who have passed the Bar.  Primary source of qualifying income must be derived from the practice of law.

A Loan Program for Lawyers that Balances the Scales

ADVERTISING NOTICE – NOT A COMMITMENT TO LEND – SUBJECT TO PROGRAM AVAILABILITY. This is not a commitment to lend. All loan applications are 
subject to credit and property approval. Annual Percentage Rate (APR), programs, rates, fees, closing costs, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice 
and may vary depending upon credit history and transaction specifics. Other closing costs may be necessary. Flood and/or property hazard insurance may be required. 
To be eligible, buyer must meet minimum down payment, underwriting and program guidelines. 

For current rates and additional information, please contact Ruth or Melissa today!

Ruth Griel 
Senior Loan Officer 
NMLS#: 316546 
Phone:  (703) 259-0817 
Cell:      (703) 795-3107
Email:   rgriel@gmmllc.com 

Melissa Landon 
Senior Loan Officer 
NMLS#: 1398886 
Phone:  (703) 669-6682 
Cell:       (703) 868-8983 
Email:    mjlandon@gmmllc.com
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Pessin Katz Law, P.A. welcomes associate attorney John L. 
Doran.  Mr. Doran joins the Labor & Employment Group, and 
concentrates his practice in general litigation, commercial 
litigation, labor and employment, insurance defense and 
insurance coverage.

James P. Ulwick of Kramon & Graham recently accepted 
the prestigious John Adams Award on behalf of 84 members 
of the Criminal Justice Act Panel.  The award is presented 
each year by the U.S. District Court for the District of Mary-
land to an attorney or attorneys on the elite panel who best 
exemplify the qualities exhibited by former President John 
Adams in representing indigent clients.

Claude de Vastey Jones has joined Carney, Kelehan, 
Bresler, Bennett & Scherr as an attorney with a practice 

Send your latest news and updates for 
inclusion in Et Alia: BarBulletin@msba.org.

James P. Ulwick

Lauren N. Leffler

John L. Doran

Claude de Vastey Jones 

ET ALIA

SERVICES
ECONOMIST: Lost income, benefits and life-care plans valued for 
personal injury, wrongful death and employment cases. University 
professor with extensive experience. DR. RICHARD B. EDELMAN, 
8515 Whittier Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817. (301) 469-9575 or (800) 
257-8626. References and vitae on request. Visa/MC. Please visit at: 
www.economic-analysis.com. 

CLASSIFIEDS

LAW PRACTICE                                                                                                                
FOR SALE 

Sole practitioner based in Columbia,                                                                                               
active for 42 years. Focus on Estate                                                                    
Planning, Probate and Elder Law,                                                                                              
some traffic/dui.  Have extensive                                  
client  list and many wills on file. 

Contact for details: 

lawpracticesale@aol.com 
 

 

 

focusing on litigation. With more 
than 20 years of experience in 
law, including as deputy state’s 
attorney for Anne Arundel Coun-
ty, de Vastey Jones will focus on 
cases involving litigation before 
federal and Maryland courts and 
administrative agencies, includ-
ing business, commercial and 
personal injury matters.

Lauren N. Leffler has been 
named Partner in the law firm 
of Margaret H. Oliver, LLC, 
at Oliver Family Law.  Lauren’s 
practice focuses on estate plan-
ning, family law litigation and 
Collaborative Practice. 

CLE Publications
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

with over 1400 pages of practical information and how-to pointers 
from experienced, accomplished Maryland practitioners. The two 
volumes include more than 300 forms (there is an option to purchase 
the book with downloadable forms) to give you a valuable head start 
on drafting almost every basic practice document.

2019 Replacement Pages to Maryland Civil Pattern Jury In-
structions, Fifth Edition—The NEW 2019 Replacement Pages for the 
Fifth Edition replace ALL Pages in the Fifth Edition and is Maryland’s 
most authoritative source of impartial, accurate statements of the 
law using easy-to-understand language. The 2019 update brings this 
valuable work up to the minute with brand new and revised instruc-
tions, updated commentary, new case law, and statutory references.

Recent Publication Updates

•	 Intellectual Property for Maryland Business and Litigation Lawyers: 
What You Need to Know but Didn’t Know to Ask, Second Edition

•	 Model Jury Selection Questions for Maryland Criminal & Civil Trials 
•	 The Maryland Rules of Evidence Pocket Edition, 2018
•	 Appellate Practice for the Maryland Lawyer:  State and Federal, 5th 

Edition
•	 Pleading Causes of Action in Maryland, 6th Edition

Order your copies today at msba.inreachce.com

UPCOMING LIVE WEBCASTS

•	 2019 Using and Drafting Trusts - June 19, 2019 | 8:30 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m. 

•	 AI in the Legal Profession - July 30, 2019 | 10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
•	 Best Practices for Collection Attorneys in the 21st Century - 

August 13, 2019 | 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
•	 Family Practice Update - August 22, 2019 | 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
•	 2019 Handling Drinking and Driving Cases in Maryland - 

August 28, 2019 | 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

CLE Programs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Pro Bono Awards
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

•	 2019 Advanced Estate Planning Institute - presented live on 
May 21, 2019

•	 Hot Topics in Elder Law - presented live June 5, 2019
•	 2019 Using and Drafting Trusts in Estate Administration - 

presented live on June 19, 2019

Immigration Legal Services 
(ILS) by assisting in a refugee/
asylee green card clinic. Exelon 
provides volunteers, funding and 
in-kind services for the clinics, 
and for DACA renewal clinics 
and citizenship work, and also 
partners with the Bar Associa-
tion of Baltimore City’s Senior 
Legal Services to provide estate 
planning clinics.  The recipients 
of the Member of the Judiciary 
Award were U.S. Immigration 
Judges Lisa Dornell and Denise 
N. Slavin.  Since 2014 these judges 
have been involved in helping 
more than 1,000 unaccompanied 
immigrant children and families 
fleeing violence to connect with 
attorneys at the Baltimore Immi-
gration Court. Instead of simply 
ordering those children or fami-
lies deported, the judges allowed 
a path for volunteer attorneys 
through PBRC’s Maryland Im-
migrant Legal Assistance Project 
(or MILAP), to provide vital legal 
services and triage cases for legal 
representation. 

The awards were presented 
by Maryland Court of Appeals 
Chief Judge Mary Ellen Barbera 
and Sharon E. Goldsmith, Exec-
utive Director of the Pro Bono 
Resource Center of Maryland.  
Nominations for the Maryland 
Pro Bono Service Awards are 
collected each spring by PBRC, 
the pro bono arm of the MSBA. 
Anyone is permitted to submit a 
nomination. 

Mom-disapproved Words
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

for marks deemed to fall within 
this statutory prohibition while 
the Brunetti case was pending.  
The PTO issued Examination 
Guidance 2-19 on July 3, 2019, 
indicating that those applica-
tions will be removed from sus-
pension and examined for any 
other requirements or refusals.  
Presumably, the floodgates will 
open to the filing of many new 
applications to register marks 
that are arguably “immoral” or 
“scandalous”.  That is, at least 
until Congress acts. 
 
David Taylor is a partner with 
the law firm of Berenato & 
White, LLC in its Bethesda 
office.  The firm concentrates 
its practice in the area of 
intellectual property.

mailto:BarBulletin@msba.org
http://www.economic-analysis.com
http://msba.inreachce.com
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“
HYATT & WEBER IS PROUD TO WELCOME  

JON BRASSEL TO THE FIRM

Jon concentrates on product and professional liability, personal injury, and  
environmental litigation. He has successfully defended multimillion-dollar  
environmental cases in multiple jurisdictions and tried jury trials in aviation  
crashes and medical malpractices cases resulting in million-dollar verdicts.  
He is nationally recognized for defending multimillion-dollar toxic claims and  
has acted as lead counsel in defending thousands of personal injury and  
property toxic lawsuits.

His body of work has earned him multiple accolades, including:
•  Maryland “Super Lawyer” 
•  Area’s leading medical malpractice attorney 
•  Top 100 trial lawyers in Maryland
•  Martindale-Hubbell Bar of Register of Preeminent Lawyers (A-V rating)
•  The Best Lawyers in America 
•  Washington D.C.’s Best Lawyers
•  Lifetime Achievement award from America’s Top 100 Attorneys

To contact Jon, call 410-266-0626 or visit our website, www.hwlaw.com.

D. Crystal Alford-Cooper 
LAW & ASSOCIATES

Robert G. Blue 
ROYSTON, MUELLER, MCLEAN & REID

Eddie C. Brown 
BROWN CAPITAL MANAGEMENT

Martin P. Brunk 
RSM US

Nancy T. Bryant 
BRYANT FINANCIAL ADVISORY

Lee Carpenter 
SAUL EWING ARNSTIEN & LEHR

Jonathan D. Eisner 
DLA PIPER

John T. Faulkingham 
LAW OFFICE OF JOHN T. FAULKINGHAM

Sandra P. Gohn 
DLA PIPER

Jeffrey K. Gonya 
VENABLE

Chester H. Hobbs IV 
BODIE, DOLINA, HOBBS, FRIDDELL  

& GRENZER PC

Charles B. Jones 
THOMAS & LIBOWITZ PA

Stanard T. Klinefelter 
BROWN ADVISORY

Frederick S. Koontz 
WHITEFORD, TAYLOR & PRESTON

Frank G. Lidinsky 
LAW OFFICE OF FRANK G. LIDINSKY

Cristin C. Lambros 
CRISTIN C. LAMBROS LLC

Mary Guidera Loker 
SMITH, GILDEA & SCHMIDT

Ricka E. Neuman 
PBMARES

Lynn B. Sassin 
GORDON FEINBLATT

Natalie B. Sherman 
GALLAGHER EVELIUS & JONES

H. James Smith III 
RBC WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Shale D. Stiller 
DLA PIPER

Lisa Strong, CPA 
FRENCH, SHELPLEY & STRONG

Robert L. Waldman 
VENABLE

R E C O G N I T I O N 
S O C I E T Y

PROFESSIONAL
ADVISOR

The Baltimore Community Foundation recognizes 

these professional advisors who demonstrate a 

commitment to the community by working to 

advance philanthropy and encourage charitable 

giving across Baltimore.

BALT IMORE COMMUNITY  FOUNDAT ION
2 East Read Street, 9th Floor, Baltimore, MD 21202 
410.332.4171                      W W W. B C F. O R G

To learn more about the  
Professional Advisor Recognition Society  

visit www.bcf.org/pars

M E E T  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E

CHRISTINA H. SNYDER 
ASPIREWEALTH PLANNERS

ROBERT C. YOUNG 
STEWART, PLANT & BLUMENTHAL 

2 0 1 9  I N D U C T E E 2 0 1 9  I N D U C T E E
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Living With Intent
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

your TV, or computer.  Take a 
step back and look at what is 
important to you and what you 
need to eliminate.

•	 Create balance. List the things 
in your life that will help you 
feel balanced. Everyone’s list 
will be different. Some things 
to consider: 

•	 Relationships/ family/ 
friends

•	 Health/ exercise/ eating 
healthy

•	 Play/ creativity
•	 Spirituality/ religion
•	 Work
•	 Intellectual stimulation
•	 Hobbies
•	 Helping others

•	 Decide to take action and then, 
take action. Once you have 
decided on your goals and 
what is important to you, move 
forward. Take time each day to 

actively check in with yourself, 
so you can live your life in a way 
that makes you happy.

For assistance, please con-
tact the Lawyer Assistance 
Program for free, confidential 
counseling. We have a network 
of counselors throughout Mary-
land. Jim Quinn, Lawyer Assis-
tance Director, (443) 703-3041, 
jim@msba.org; Lisa Caplan, 
LCSW-C, Associate Director of 
the Lawyer Assistance Program, 
(443) 703-3042, lisa@msba.org. 
24/7 Toll Free 1(888) 388-5459.

Lisa Caplan, LCSW-C has 
over 20 years experience 
in her field, and extensive 
experience working with 
lawyers and judges in the 
areas of mental health, 
substance abuse and trauma.

September 10 is the deadline to pay your Client 
Protection Fund (CPF) assessment and complete pro 
bono and Interest on Lawyers Trust Accounts (IOLTA) 
reporting. 

Act Now.
You can use the Attorney Information System (AIS) 
to complete your annual compliance requirements: 
https://mdcourts.gov/lawyers/ais

Attorneys can use AIS to:

• Pay the annual Client Protection Fund assessment.
• File the IOLTA Report.
• File the Pro Bono Legal Service Report.
• Confirm your Tax ID Number or report you do not have one.
• Review and update contact information.

Pro bono and IOLTA reports must now be completed online 
through AIS. 

You can pay the CPF assessment online or through the U.S. mail.

Failure to pay the CPF assessment on time may result in late fees 
and possible temporary suspension from the practice of law.

Failure to fulfill pro bono and IOLTA reporting requirements may 
result in decertification from the practice of law.

Lawyers: 
New deadlines are right 
around the corner!

410.337.8900  |  www.frankelderlaw.com  |  1.888.338.0400

Medical Assistance Eligibility Planning and Asset Protection

Disability Planning / Special Needs Trusts / Veterans Benefits

Healthcare Directives / Living Wills

Trusts / Estate Planning and Administration

Wills / Powers of Attorney / Guardianship

Frank, Frank& Scherr, LLC
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Experts in Elder Law, Estate and Special Needs Planning
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

When an applicant’s character
is under scrutiny, this question
may be more difficult than any
contained on the bar exam.

Bar applicants have the burden of
proving their fitness to practice law.

ThatThat’s where we come in.

BARADMIT.COMATTORNEYGRIEVANCES.COM

410.581.0070
THE LAWYER’S LAWYERS

KRAMER &
CONNOLLY
KRAMER &
CONNOLLY
KRAMER &
CONNOLLYX

Why learn lessons the hard way?
AttorneyGrievances.com/articles
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