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JAC/MICPEL PRESENTATION ON APPLELLATE DECISIONS  
PACKS THE HOUSE! 

By Lynne Battaglia 
 
On June 14, at 11:30 a.m. at the Joint Bench-Bar Conference, a packed roomful of people 
listened to very timely presentations sponsored by the section and MICPEL including that by   
 
*Paul Bekman of Salisbury, Clements, Bekman, Marder & Adkins, LLC, on recent appellate 
developments in tort law ;  
*Judge Albert Matricciani on the Business and Technology website and cases in that area;   
*Judge James Eyler on fiduciary responsibility,  
*Judge Peter Krauser and James Archibald of Venable LLP and Paul Sandler of Shapiro, Sher, 
Guinot & Sandler on pleading causes of action and recent cases  thereupon.  
 
Facilitated by Judge Lynne Battaglia, there was lively discussion by the participants and the 
audience of the issues presented. Associated Materials that were included in the CD handed out 
by the MSBA to participants at the Conference included a compendium of Court of Appeals 
Cases for the last term and selected Opinions of the Court of Special Appeals.   
 
The program was well received despite a dearth of time to cover everything that was planned!    
 
 
VOIR DIRE SURVEY 
IS NOW ONLINE! 
By Lynne Battaglia 

The Judicial Administration 
Section Council of the 
Maryland State Bar 
Association recently 
conducted a study of Voir 
Dire practices in Maryland 
for the purpose of 
providing information to 
practitioners and judges.  

The Council developed a 
questionnaire which 
served as a data gathering 
instrument designed to 
assess the current 
practices throughout the 
State.    

The survey was sent to all 
of the circuit court judges.   

Judges from all of the 24 
counties responded and 
their responses are now 
online at the Judicial 
Administration Section 
Council's portion of the 
MSBA web page, sorted 
both alphabetically by 
judge and also by county.  

In addition to their 
responses, many of the 
judges attached 
documents reflecting 
specific practices within 
their jurisdictions. These 
documents have also been 

posted on the web.    
 
The results of the voir dire 
survey can be accessed 
on MSBA's home page 
under "MSBA's Latest" or 
by direct link to the results 
at: http://www.msba.org/ 
sec_comm/sections/judad
min/voirdire/default.asp  
 
The Judicial Administration 
Section Council would like 
to thank the judges who 
responded for taking time 
out of their busy schedules 
in order to support this 
worthwhile effort. 
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*   *   *   *   *   

http://www.msba.org/


JAC Telephone 
Testimony Proposal 
To Be Reviewed  
By Paul Alpert 

The JAS Telephone 
Testimony sub-committee is 
pleased to announce that the 
Trial Subcommittee of the 
MSBA Rules Committee will 
hear testimony on our 
proposed Maryland rule on 
telephonic testimony on 
August 16, 2007 at the Rules 
Committee Conference Room 
at the Judiciary Education 
and Conference Center, 
Annapolis. 

*   *   *   *   * 
PRACTICE TIPS:  
OLD & NEW  
By Terri Beck 
 
Getting  and Using  Bank 
Records 
 
In the category of having 
been a part of  Maryland Law  
for quite some time, but not 
always followed is the 
Financial Institutions Article  
dealing with financial records.   
 
When seeking to obtain and 
utilize bank records directly 
from a bank it is important 
that a few simple steps be 
taken.  
 
The Financial Institutions 
Article of the Maryland 
Annotated Code provides 
additional requirements when 
financial records are being 
subpoenaed.   
 
Section 1-304 of the Article 
provides that it is not simply a 
matter of issuing the 
subpoena and then 
introducing the records as 
“business records”.   
 
The Code requires disclosure 
by the Financial Institution,  in 
compliance with a subpoena 
if, (1) The subpoena contains 
a certifications that a copy of 
the subpoena has been 

served on the person whose 
records are sought by the 
party seeking the disclosure 
or production of the records; 
or (2) Contains a certification 
that service has been waived 
by the court for good cause.   
 
Criminal penalties can be 
assessed for non- compliance 
as noted in Section 1-305.  
 
Amended Pleadings Rules 
Changed 
  
In the category of  relatively  
new and improved  but often 
overlooked is  Section (e)  of 
the Maryland Rules of 
Procedure, Rule 2-341 which 
now requires new attention to 
detail when filing amended 
pleadings.      
 
The amended pleading must 
be accompanied by a 
comparison copy showing, 
either by lining through or 
enclosing in brackets, 
material that has been 
stricken, and by underling or 
setting forth in bold face type 
the new material.  
 
Both the Amended and the 
“marked” copy are placed in 
the court file for easy 
reference by the Court. 
 

*   *   *   *   *   
GIFTS & SUMMER 
READING 
By Terri Beck 
 
If you are looking for a book 
to engage and entertain the 
middle school age student 
interested in  history or the 
law, Leapholes by James 
Crippando might be a good 
start.   
 
The book was written to 
educate and inspire young 
readers about the law.  
 
While the story is primarily 
fiction, it involves time travel 
to encounter major 

participants from actual cases 
in American legal history.   
 
It is packed both with the 
suspense of a legal thriller 
and historically accurate legal 
concepts  from cases like  
Dredd Scott or  principal  
characters like Rosa Parks.   
 
It is available through the 
American Bar Association 
Web Cite at http://www. 
abanet.org/abastore, and was 
featured in the A.B.A. 
N.A.B.E. Conference in 2007.  
 
JUDICIAL 
PROFESSIONALISM 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 
TOOL 
 
The Judicial Self-
Assessment Tool, which 
was embraced by the 
Judges at the Summer 
conference, is attached in 
its entirety.  
 

*   *   *   *   *   
NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
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MANY THANKS to this 
month’s contributors for their 
articles!  CONTRIBUTIONS for 
future Newsletters are always 
encouraged and welcomed! – 
CORRECTION to the May 17th 
Minutes: The Committee on 
Legislation reported to the 
Council on May 17 not that every 
bill our Section backed passed 
(not all of them made it) but that 
every bill that was opposed 
failed. I apologize for the error. --  
There will be several openings on 
the JAS Council in the near 
future.  NOMINATIONS from 
the Section are always 
welcomed! – Section members 
are also always encouraged to 
submit any ideas as to 
PROJECTS they might like to 
see or any suggestions on 
improving their MEMBERSHIP 
EXPERIENCE.  –  Stay out of 
the sun!  Drink plenty of fluids!  
And have a wonderful rest of the 
summer!  David C. Chiu-Ed. 
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