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ARTICLE I 
Name, Purpose and Definition 

 
SECTION 1.  Name and Purposes.  This Section of the Maryland State Bar Association, 
Inc., shall be known as the Section of State and Local Government Law.  The purposes of 
the Section are: 
 
 (a)  To provide a common meeting ground and impartial forum for those members 
of the Bar who are engaged in dealing with problems of state and local government in 
any capacity, whether as attorneys for units of state, county or municipal government, as 
attorneys in private practice, as law teachers, as students, or otherwise; 
 
 (b)  To further a better understanding of the law relating to municipal corporations 
and other public bodies through the holding of meetings, the making of studies, surveys 
and analyses, and the dissemination of current information concerning legislation and 
judicial decisions; 
 
 (c)  To formulate and submit to the members of the Section and the Association, 
such reports and recommendations as may be deemed useful to the profession and 
advisable in the public interest; and 
 
 (d)  To further the public interest as the prime factor in the development of state 
and local government law. 
 
SECTION 2.  Definition.  The term state and local government law as used in this Article 
shall be understood to mean the law pertaining to units of state and local government, 
whether states, counties, cities, towns, villages, districts, authorities or other local public 
bodies, whether general function or special function in character.  It also shall include 
federal law insofar as it affects state or local government action. 
 

ARTICLE II 
Membership and Dues 

 
SECTION 1.  Membership.  Any member in good standing of the Association may, upon 
written request to the Executive Director of the Association and upon payment of any 
dues as may be prescribed by the Council of the Section, become a member of the 
Section effective with written notification from the Executive Director.  
 



SECTION 2.  Only those members of the Association whose names are contained in the 
current membership roster of the Section shall be deemed members thereof entitled to 
participate in the activities of the Section and to vote upon matters presented at any 
meeting of the Section.  Termination of membership for cause, including non-payment of 
dues, shall be determined by resolution or vote of the Section Council. 
 
SECTION 3.  Dues.  Dues for membership in the Section for payment of the expenses of 
its operations may be prescribed by the Council of the Section, subject to any approval 
required by the Association or its Board of Governors.  Procedures for the collection, 
deposit and expenditure of such dues shall be prescribed by the Section Council. 
 

ARTICLE III 
Meetings 

 
SECTION 1.  The annual meeting of the Section shall be held during the Annual Meeting 
of the Association, in the same city or place as such Annual Meeting of the Association is 
held with such agenda, program and order of business as the Council may arrange. 
 
SECTION 2.  The Council of the Section shall hold regular meetings of its members each 
year at such time and place as the Mid-Year Meetings and Annual Meetings of the 
Association are conducted.  The presence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, and 
Secretary-Treasurer, or any two of them, and of three members-at-large of the Council 
shall constitute a quorum of the Council for the transaction of all business at such 
meetings. 
 
SECTION 3.  Special meetings of the Council or of the Section may be called by the 
Chairman, and shall be called upon request of four members of the Council, at such times 
and places as the Chairman selects from among those places approved by the Council.  
Written notice, specifying the time, place and business to be transacted, shall be given to 
each member of the Council at least five days in advance of all special meetings of the 
Council.  Notice of special meetings of the Section may be given in the Maryland Bar 
Journal or in a written notice to each member at least ten days in advance of such 
meeting. 
 
SECTION 4.  Five members of the Section present at any special meeting shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of all business of the Section. 
 
SECTION 5.  All binding actions of the Section shall be by majority vote of the members 
present. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
Officers and Council 

 
SECTION 1.  The officers of this Section shall be Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a 
Secretary-Treasurer and the last retiring Chairman of the Section, who shall be retained 



as an officer so that the Council and the Section may have the value and benefit of his 
advice and experience. 
 
SECTION 2.  There shall be a Council, which shall consist of the officers provided in this 
Article, and twelve members-at-large to be elected by the Section as hereinafter provided.  
Each of the foregoing shall be entitled to vote upon any matter to be determined by the 
Council. 
 
SECTION 3.  The last retiring Chairman shall assume such office, upon the election of 
his successor as Chairman.  The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and the Secretary-Treasurer 
shall be nominated and elected in the manner hereinafter provided, at each annual 
meeting of this Section, to hold office for a term beginning at the close of the annual 
meeting at which they shall have been elected, and ending at the close of the next 
succeeding annual meeting of the Section.  The Council shall have authority to fill any 
vacancy among the officers. 
 
SECTION 4.  At the annual meeting of the Section in 1981 and at each annual meeting 
thereafter, members-at-large of the Council shall be elected to serve for terms of three 
years, beginning at the close of the annual meeting at which they shall have been elected.  
The Council shall have authority to fill any vacancy among the members-at-large for the 
interim period ending with the next annual meeting of the Section.  Terms of members-
at-large shall be staggered so that one-third of said members-at-large shall be elected 
each year. 
 
SECTION 5.  A nominating committee appointed by the Chairman with the approval of 
the Section Council, shall submit each year a list of nominees for officers and for Section 
Council members whose terms expire in that year, which list of nominees shall be 
forwarded to the membership at least sixty days before the annual meeting of the Section.  
Other candidates may be submitted as nominees upon petition of at least ten members of 
the Section, which petition shall be submitted to the Section Council Chairman at least 
thirty days prior to the annual meeting and circulated to the membership at least twenty 
days prior to the annual meeting.  Elections from the list of nominees shall be held at the 
annual meeting in each year. 
 
SECTION 6.  No person shall be eligible to serve more than two consecutive terms as a 
member of the Council; provided, however, that officers of the Section may be re-elected 
without regard to this prohibition. 
 
SECTION 7.  Unless excused therefrom by the Chairman, or by vote of the Council, if 
any officer or member of the Council shall fail to attend two successive regular meetings 
of the Council, the office or membership held by such officer or member of the Council 
may be declared by the Council to be vacated and the Council shall thereupon fill the 
vacancy for the unexpired term. 
 

ARTICLE V 
Officers --- Duties and Powers 



 
SECTION 1.  The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Section of the Council.  
He shall formulate and present to the Board of Governors of the Association at each 
annual meeting of the Association a report of the work of the Section for the previous 
year.  He shall be responsible for all activities of the Section and of its various 
Committees.  He shall perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to his office. 
 
SECTION 2.  The Vice-Chairman shall aid the Chairman of the Section in the 
performance of his responsibilities to the extent that the Chairman may request.  He shall 
perform such further duties as are set forth in these By-Laws and as usually or logically 
pertain to his office or as may be designated by the Chairman or the Council.  During the 
absence or disability of the Section Chairman, the Vice-Chairman shall perform the 
duties of the Chairman and, if the office of Chairman shall become vacant, the Vice-
Chairman shall thereupon become Chairman of the Section for the unexpired term. 
 
SECTION 3.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep a true record of the proceedings of all 
meetings of the Council of the Section.  He shall perform such other duties as may be 
requested of him by the Chairman of the Section and shall, in cooperation with him, draft 
an appropriate report for publication in the Annual Report of the Maryland State Bar 
Association.  He shall be the custodian of, and maintain appropriate accounts of, the 
funds of the Section, subject to any regulations or operating procedures imposed by the 
Maryland State Bar Association. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
Council --- Duties and Powers 

 
SECTION 1.  The Council shall have general supervision and control of the affairs of the 
Section subject to the provisions of the Charter and By-Laws of the Maryland State Bar 
Association and the By-Laws of this Section.  During the interval between the meetings 
of the Section, the Council shall have full authority to act for the Section in any way in 
which the Section itself would be authorized to act, and any such action taken by the 
Council pursuant to this provision shall be reported to the members of the Section at the 
next annual meeting of the Section.  The Council shall especially authorize all 
commitments or contracts which shall entail the payment of money, and shall authorize 
the expenditure of all monies for the use or benefit of the Section.  It shall not, however, 
authorize commitments, contracts, or expenditures which would entail the payment of 
more money during the fiscal year than the funds currently available to the Section. 
 
SECTION 2.  The Council may authorize the Chairman to make commitments or expend 
money within the limits of a budget approved by the Section Council and to appoint 
committees to perform such duties and exercise such powers as the Council may direct, 
subject to the limitations of these By-Laws and the Charter and By-Laws of the Maryland 
State Bar Association. 
 



SECTION 3.  The Council may designate Section members to serve as liaison to national 
or local associations of state, county or municipal officers and attorneys or to groups with 
a common interest in the Section’s field of activities. 
 
SECTION 4.  Except as otherwise provided in these By-Laws, the Council, during the 
interim between annual meetings of the Section, shall have the power to remove any 
officer or member of the Council, and to fill vacancies in any office, in its own 
membership, or in any committee.  Members and officers so selected shall serve until the 
adjournment of the next annual meeting of the Section or until their successors shall have 
been elected and qualified. 
 
SECTION 5.  A quorum of the Council shall consist of not less than five of its members 
as provided in Article III of these By-Laws.  Except where elsewhere specifically 
provided, all binding actions of the Council shall be by majority vote of the members 
present. 
 
SECTION 6.  Proxy voting shall not be permitted. 
 

ARTICLE VII 
Committees 

 
SECTION 1.  The Chairman shall appoint such standing and special Committees of the 
Section relating to the subject matters within the Section’s field of activities, and with 
such powers, duties and procedures as the Council may from time to time determine.  All 
reports of standing or special Committees shall be transmitted to the Chairman of the 
Section by the Chairman or other authorized member of the Committee.  No report or any 
part thereof shall be made public unless and until approved by the Council and authorized 
and approved by the Board of Governors of the Association. 
 
SECTION 2.  Each of the Committee Chairmen of the Section shall be responsible during 
his term of office for the work of the Committee for which he is chairman.  He shall, at 
times to be fixed by the Chairman or the Council, (a) prepare and transmit to the 
Chairman a program for any time allotted to his Committee at the Annual Meeting of the 
Section, (b) be responsible for reports by his Committee, for securing speakers for any 
program, and for the conduct of the meetings of his Committee, (c) formulate and present 
to the Chairman a report of the Committee so that it may be incorporated in the report of 
the Chairman to the Board of Governors of the Maryland State Bar Association, and (d) 
coordinate the work of his Committee with that of the Section as it may from time to time 
be outlined by the Chairman or the Council.  He shall perform such other duties and acts 
as may be assigned to him by the Chairman. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
Miscellaneous Provisions 

 
SECTION 1.  The Fiscal Year of the Section shall be the same as that of the Maryland 
State Bar Association which at the present time begins on July 1st and ends on June 30th. 



 
SECTION 2.  All bills incurred by the Section, the Committees or officers, before being 
paid shall be approved by the Chairman, or as the Council may from time to time direct. 
 
SECTION 3.  No salary or compensation may be paid to any member of the Section. 
 
SECTION 4.  These By-Laws shall become effective immediately upon their approval by 
the present Council. 
 

ARTICLE IX 
Amendments 

 
These By-Laws may be amended at any meeting of the Section Council by a majority of 
the members of the Section Council present and voting. 


