Appeals Process

- . taxpayer’s: appea,l to the Cornptroller s Hearings & Appeals Section, -

Ry Lo e R

Prelumnardy Audlt w/assessment or reﬁmd demal is followed by

‘Compliance Division. If taxpayer not satlsﬁed with decxsron they
appeal to.Maryland “Tax Court, - L .
Appeal to Maryland Tax Cou.rt

Y PR

o
. tax‘or denial of refund (TG, § 13-505) .-

1

A person or goveramental: unit aggrioved by the actron in the g
- Notice of Final Determination may dappeal; (TG, § 13-5 10(a)) :

This is the only forum for taxpayet to contest the assessment of

30-days from date on Notice of Fmal Deterrnmatlon (TG § 13-

510(c)). -
- 30-days to ﬁle answer (TG § 13 516 COMAR 14 12. 01=- 02) .

Limited/restricted discovery (TG, §.13-521)

_. Sanctions. for failire to comply with summons or subpoena -

only enforceable:through a request by Tax Court to Circuit

Court for show cause: order (TG § 13~522, COMAR
.. 14.12.01,09)
.. ;- Pre-trial conference (COMAR 12 12 01 13)
- . Trial de novo (TG § 13-523; COMAR 14:12. 01 11)

Technical rules of evidence.do not apply (TG, § 13 524,
COMAR 14.12.01.11) . '

Burden on taxpayer, except with regard to fraud (TG § 13-
528(b)-and § 13-411)-

Taxpayer may represent themself. Corporate ofﬁcer or partner
in a partnership may represent entity. Otherwise, have to be
represented by an attorney. (TG, § 13-515) -

Written decmon should state grounds for decision and finding

" of faots

Appeal from Maryland Tax Court.

a.

First Level Appeal is to Circnit Court -
1 Venue is any Junsdlcuon in wlnch one of the part.'es is
. ' present N
ii.  No stay of Maryland Tax Court decrsmn :
iii.  With very limited exceptions, the appeal is on the record
iv.  Appellant raust contact Tax Court clerk to have recorded
. and transcript prepared and subrmtted to Circuit Court -

‘Second Level Appeal to Maryland Court of Speclal Appeals



i. - A party may appeal to the Court of Special Appeals ifici
_ dissatisfied with decision of the Circuit Court '
it o jiie o Party ‘has nght to this' levelof appeal and does not have
SRRSO SRR L) ‘seek permission to. haVe the' appeal hea:rd by the Court
RN noof Specidl Appeals (1o coiivilE onniyr
' iii. - Review will bé of Tax" Court ‘declslon 'not Clrcmt Court
decision BT MR T S 1 2ErY IR T R NENS PRt
s i el i Higher levels of appeal aremot by r1ght The appellant must file.
SERAER S RN petman for wiit’ 0ﬁcert16r‘an\ toithe: Court of Appeals
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" a. - Tax General Art., Title 13 Subﬂtl&

bl COMAR TR0 s w2y
- C. State GovernmentArt § 10 201 etc TUTREE
[IREC AN /T R N TS EERE I S iUl D

a. Collecﬂons areé done ina completely dlfferent foruin and in the
st sigame mianher asithe collection o anya otherdien or.judgment.
il e cudThese ard Handled byin-housé attomeys o
b I License revocationsy forfeitures; chiminal:matters |
¢.  Federal court matters: Not a foruifitised for-assessment or
collection. Majority‘of these aré cases:ifiitiated by.taxpayers
- Wheéreinhey.allege violation 'of¢ ‘Sone federal or consn’amonal

rlghtbythe Comptrolleth ffu MEENE
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MARYLAND TAX COURT
RULES OF PROCEDURE

"March 1, 1993

B

' The followitg rules of procedure have been adopted by the Court and-are codified in the Code of
Maryland Reg‘ulatlons (COMAR), Title 14, Subtitle 12. All statutory references dcsngnate both the revised

‘and: pnor sections. of the Annotafed Code of Maryland.

RULE L Peﬂt:on of: appeal Form and Content .
A. All proceedings shall be initisted by filing with the
Court a Petition of Appeal. In an appeal by a taxpayer, the
Supervisor:. of - Assessments, the State. Departrient .of
Assessments and Taxation, or other initial assessing or taxing
authority, as the case -may be, shell be designated as

_Respondent: ‘In en eppeal by an assessing or taxing &uthority

or representative thereot’ the taxpayer ghail bg desmnated as
Respondeﬂt. PRI

----- 'I'here shall beno fee: for ﬁllmg @ Pet:tlon in the Court

C Each pamgraph of the Peutlonrshall be. separately

- numbered. ‘Tt shall set forth suceinctly the nature of the case,

the fact involved,and the question.or questions o be reviewed
by the'Court; ps.provided by TG 13-516 (Art. 81, Section 229

(2)). Where:applicable, the Petition shall also.set forthithat the -

assessment or classification appealed from is illegal, spécifying
the ground eralleged illegality, or that it is erroneous by reason
of overvalugtion or. undervaluation, or-that the-assessment is
upequal in thatjt has been made at 2 higher proportion of velue
than ather property of the same clags or the Petition may assign
any other errors which exist in the particular case for which an

- -appeal is allowed, and on account of .which-the Petitioner

claimstobe mjured,asprowded byTG 13-510 and TP. 14-512
(Art. B1; Sestion 256).

D ‘One- cdrnplete, aocurately oonfon'ned oopy of each -

Pelition.of Appeal:shall be filed with thesigned original.. -

‘E. A:letter or other written commiunicafion from the party
wishing. to. appeal or his represemtative;- although -mot
conforming to the provisions of Section C;'niay be considered
an informal Petition:if it is filed within the statatory time for
filing an appeat. In sucki event the Conet:-by order-shall require
that & formal Amended Petition of Appeat be filed which
comiplies with the provisions of this Rule, or may require such.
explanations, ammendments and/or- edditions es ‘may be
neéceasary’ or degirable; s that the cage may be properly tried:
and determined. ‘If bucl’order is not complied with witlin the
tinne fiked by the Court'in said order, the ‘proceedings ' may be

dismissed on-the Court's own motion of om.motion of the &

‘opposing party,

$7.01.0 2 RULE 2, .ReaponsivefPlelding‘- Form aud Content

‘A Respondent shall, within thirty (30) days after being.
served by mail or-otherwise with a copy pf a formal Petition.of
Appeal by the Clerk, fils with the Court an-Answer, Motion to.

Dismiss, Notice of Intention to Defend, or other pleading. In -

the event that the Respgndent's first pleading is other than' an
Answer; or Notice of Intention to Defend, the Court shail, in its
order niling on such other pleading, ‘specify thc hme within .
which an Angwer shall be filed |

B AnAmw::r shall be dnnded into pa:agraphs whmh shall

‘be séparately numbered, and -igsofar. as possible, each

paragraph shall contain a separate and distinct averment or
denial. An Answer shall specificallyadmit, deny os explain the
facts alleged by Petitioner, unless the Respondent is without
knowledge thereof,. in-which event it shell be so stated; and |
such statement shall operate :as.a denial. Al the material
allegations in the Petition of Appeal:shall:be -answersd. The
proceeding shall be deemed at issue when an Answerhasbeen -
filed. A EFEN .=-.\(_I- L )

: C.- _A Nnﬁcedflutmﬁun to' Dcfend-shali nolify the. Court of
the Respondent's intention to defend the assessment appealed:
Thisi pleading may only be filed in response to 2 Petition-of
Appeal which concemns the-agsessment of real property. The
proceedmgshall be deemed-at lssuaw‘hen such Notice has been
filed. - .

D:- Prior to ﬁlin'g,'_or concmently-&:erewiﬂl,-a oopy-.ofﬂae
Answer or other pleading shall be served by mail or. otherwise
on the opposing side and the Answer or other pleading shall
contain @ stalement that the- copy of said- Answer or.othef
pleading has been mailed to or- ethenme served ‘on: the

.opposmg mde. ;

E. One oomplete, accumely oonfbrmed copy of each
pleadmg shall be ﬁled with the ﬂgned ongma.l

F. Ail Mouons ﬁled w:tth ﬂ:e Clei-k in anypmceedmg, shall
be considered by the Court: Bx -Parte: unless e. hearing' is
requested in the Motion, or i en Answer thereto. ‘The Cotrt:
may inits discretion; requn‘ea hearing ob any- Mouon

G. Should uhmmgonaMoﬁnnbsrequestedbyapmyer
requ:red bythe Court, each side shail be limited to fifteen (15)
minutes of argument unless the Court is-notified in writing e
(10) days pnor to the scheduled h&anng that gdditional time i s

necu;sary.

RULE 3. Slgnatures, Captl,ons, e

A. Petitions of Appeal, Answers and other plmdmg filed
with the'‘Court shiall-be signed by the Pstitioner or Respondent,
as the case may be, or by an attorney admitted to practice before.
the Court of Appeals of Maryland representing such-Petitioner

l‘-l l'{ o1.03



14, \2 -0l . O RULE4 Wheré ind Whienito:Rilé Papers: -

9. 1'z-fol +6Y” RULE 5, Joinder of Appeals 2s o Real Property faufie

_ or Respondent A pleadmg by an individuat ta:gpaye;;shall be: ¢
signed by the taxpayer hiimself or by his. attomey r£m :

- byapartnership shall be signed by the attorney rep ting the
" -same, or by a member of the patmership. - A pleading by “al cJ
corpbration shall be ' ‘signed by the attomey representing the
‘Isamé,of by:ah officer. OFthe; corporb,ugm The{person signing a

. iPleadin sharllltypeo:p int his Tiame, | cepacity, mailin address .-
J‘P s :g ' ‘? ] ? Y g A

“and telephOne nun;ber berieath his SIgna!tilre ‘The Couré shall L

be notified in writing of any changes in address. SRE

< 1B All'paperstfilediwitl the Court-miistibe::in clear arid

Tegiblé forrit. Printed!foniis for Pefitions furnishied by the Clerk

'midybe: used; but Hre ‘Tiot oofipulsorylls 11 o Bl - hfu
JolEy e Fiedv ineeniy o ks

C All' papers shall be bound together at lhe sudc only. and

Shallidve s backs orcovers: The: Teft-Hand rriargin shall bb at

feast onelarid "on&hal:ﬁ ineHes iwide. boisdman vioi:.
S0 HEBITE B n;el! i !

murmgne noeine Dals dy

D lmlrpape)'s shiall‘hiavéra caption'and afs@mturé

Bt b fesbuioaes # adlf wiofog e ties] v

5} Papers i conneétionfwith:any appealiio: llueroth shallibe
‘miiled‘or-otherwise!delivered tb thetCleple ol # sucinga'is

ERAL s Y A ris T il 55 Lsaisub od Harlz o

Where two or more real properties are in the seme
‘ownership| afid awithirithe garfie: faxing:jurisdiction, they. may
beincludedingsingle Pétitiofi'of Appeal-whenéverthere ekists
“any-substantial question of flaW or fact;commerittosallothe
properties:;jcThé-Colirtyhowever,:may order separate Pétitions
filed if/invthe Court'ssopinioni thévissues involved iffiay-not
conveniently be disposed of in the same proceeding. Wheté
properties are not in the saime ownership, they must be made-
this Isubject :ofiseparatey Petitions -of < Appgal, even'ithaugh
' MMtquwuomdﬁhw orfact maybé: m#olveﬂ.. " u (A
HE J!' '!Il[] lrJlfl 1.]1!40 R XY LB

il ,HI, 4

sl Uponrreoelpboﬁ 4iPetition by the: Clah-mmpmmhdmg
will be entered upon the docket and will be assigned:a pumber
and the parties will be notified thereof, The docket number -
shall beplaced by the parties onell.papers thereafteriledin the
. proceeding and reférfed to: inali cdrespondétice withithe Court::
~ Pursvant to TG 13-520 (Art 81, Section 229}, upon receipt of
. dlPatitiofizsthe Glerk - shalhforthw:truissue s Summpns gnd -
subpoena duces:técum; to; the: s5sessing of taxing:anthiority, or:
othe ageficy. eppealed- fromij requiring itsto produce.at-the, -
hearing theirecordiof the proceedinigs; gswell esalkihaps,plats;
documents and other papers connected with the record, or &
properly certified; copy theneoﬁoi\ﬂ o sl s liuad?
el et I'.J'r"..(rl)"'ff”.}!l’ G
e Clérk-shall «send a' oepyuoﬁuthe petition.fo.the, -

e T I whiifeis

L or. mequa.hty of assessment or for any other relevant purpose. _

thcr‘ Eagty, proposes fo offer evidence concemning any

: ;eroﬁértaes (including any properties to be referred to, used.or

“rirelied upon by an expert witness as a basis for his opinion),
-other then the property which'is the subjéctof the appeal, as to:

uy (1) -Sales ﬁtexeo;fﬂandgor (2),Assessment, mqm;mandfor 3

Consfruction ereof,. rtfal 5 fro said
shallatl@j:tg. Toyak ”E ?” Gt “‘ ke

of such other properties, clearly identifying them by their street

address, if any,: of b othen- meanss and giving:| -thie riameof the
. oWner orxeplted owmeriing ! Mz caniisonag Ak

i et 5 v beogqoo s ml Bogg A e el s e

B sIfithe puipose:isto show a sale of anysuéh pmperty. the;

dateof: sa,le(andxthelsalc price shall be:stated i - 2

1‘5 i AN LN VHIAD DIES Ll v .
'@y the: parpossiis: to show: the.asgessmerit on any:such
prdperty'gthe ‘amnotint of the:assessmient and:the yeanoryears in:
which said assessment was applicable shall be givenrice; 5

Lt

T Bithe plirposetisito; sHow chnstriction Gosts;.the dméint
" of said costs shall be given and also the year or years in which
qbnstmeﬁonu‘vas begunzandicompleted. s rlaeH 3
SER A0 TG B sty ghovinnis doidl sar irls 1l baradanin
b . Hithe purpose:is-torshiow: income:derived;/aidetailed;
- Stiitement: of thie ineorive fanid éxpensés; shallbergiven forith!
year otiyears in:whick the: sald:mébmis whgTeseivedind vl s,
grittorge Bielln 2t iriosi bidzogqoe noigoflizeela 1o o
rer: syt Thet notweweqmrad by; this! Rulei muigti beqmvm;)eyeﬂ J
thoughrithe:same! properties Dwerescmferredxltq :af}the: hearingg,
beforethe assesging authorityi fromwhich the:Appealiisitaken to.s
ﬂletMaryland TamCourtrrJ 2 o yhmgueg ehio )
TR BT, T T {-!‘Jh{w RIVITS UL R
RULE8: \Conﬁnmeesp WHIGONE (rry Y
" | Oheeld case hal ieeniset. down fomheanng, & request for
‘a continuance shall be granted only upon:vritter: request and >
order of Court, except that the Court may, for good cause
shiowrii-waive the'reqhirement.of:a. written;request:and order.
The wiitténirequest shall:sét forth;in detail) m&regsonswfonsald 1
request, and the Court shall have the righ to require sich
dycumestary proofofsaid reasonsasitmay:deemproper, Prior
tofiling; or.concurrently therewith; a copy of said request shial) -

be served.by: tail ror dtherwiseion the:opposingside;and:the:, -

requestshall contain dstatémént thiat a copy of Said requesthas
beenmailedio-on othérwmesewed -an ﬂle,opposmg]S}de il
Sendia baffl sl 1en ¥ AT mins Mabanend i B i3
RULErS! sSummonses. and Subpoensi.. . l-L.n. ;wrupﬂ)
wf A uAn nongmal ﬂnd t’WO,::SlgﬂQd copzes sof r;equeais fOR }

. tothe Clerk at: 1east;ﬂve (5) werkmg days before; the dale the.
-casegsscheduledfoxrmal “The signatuire.of suchirequest shall;

beitaken as4 guarantee of any SherifPs costs for malcmg se{.woe'

g .
‘sérve by il brlothetivis oﬁ*me‘ﬁpﬁoélnﬁ de an’ lt‘ci-ﬁfzed list

hodipl 2 oo B

S ET A L

o ‘B

R&spondent a5~ designated rin (Rule!'lA;-and torthe; Attarney s -
General in the event of an appeal by the taxpayer, and:shall;
“upon requcst. supply a copy of the Petition to the assessing or.
Iaxmg'aﬁthonty or other agency:appealedifroms yiv. . ' 143

of the sumrnons o subpoena. w16 OLIGG

C bl gnite ey b e v, L AT e -Tawfully. issued «ind served;imay: subject 'malpémowgﬁilty-.of
2Ol L RULERTfo“oﬂce\oﬁRe]lance o1 Other Propertias Servn:e . - stach: faihirg o contempls«proceadmgs pursilant toiG-13:52
oﬂmstq’l‘en])aysh iz st ot s nne e (Ar: 814 S&ctlon231r}.¢\. e el S alil e,

i 1E€VEWQ&E&WhﬁBfWﬂ1ﬁPUfP0®e ofrslxoiwmgqquaht}h ey il Bttt e peiaint e gl 7

" B. Failufe:toobey asuitmonsior:subpoena of thisiConrtsy -4 ™ i ¢



i.iz.o. 10

Li12.ol )

-+ copy shall be served by mail or otherwise on the opposing side. -

RULE 10 Ctmsolidatlon

A. When Petitions involving a common queeuon ofiawor
fact are pénding, the Couri, on its own motion, or upon-
application of any: party for good cause shown, may ordera- -~
joint hearing or trial of any or all of the matters in issue; order

any or all of the cases consolidated for trial; and make such
orders govemning the proceedings as maey tend to avoid
vnnecessary.costs or delay. '

B. When subsequent petitions involve the same issues as a
‘petition previously filed, the Court may order said subsequent
petitions withheld from the hearing docket to abide the ultimate

result of the hearing. ‘of the pnor petltlon, or any -appeals

therefrom.

RULE 11. Conduct-of Hearings, Briefs, and Memoranda of
Grounds for Decision,

A. Ag.provided by TG 13-523 (Art 81 Sectlon 229),
proceedings before the Court shall. be de novo, and shall be
conducted in‘a manner simnilar to the proceedings in the Courts
of Equity in this State. Opening statements and closing
arguments shail be permitted each party, the Court reserving
the right to determine the time limit thereof. Each party shall
have the right to introduce testimony, 6ffer exhibits and cross-

exantine adverse of hostile witnesses. The Court shall not be

bound by the technicel rules of evidencs, but the testimony of
witnesses must be responsive to questions asked and must be
relevant lo the issues of the case. Each party may submit a brief
or written memorandum within such time after the hearing as
may be detetrnined by the Court. An'originel 6f any brief or

‘memorandurn, together with a copy for each judge who

participated in the hearing, shall be filed with the Clerk, and a

B: The Court shall upon motion of any party, made at.any

time prior {0 the expiration of the time for appeal, dictate to the

. court stenographer or reporter, or prepare and file with the

ol A2

Clerk 2 brief staféiment of ﬂ:le grounds for its decigion.

RULE 12: Computing Time

In computing any period of time prescnbed or-allowed by
{hese Rules, the day of the act or event aer which.the
designated period of time begins to run is ot to be included.
The last day of the period so cofnputed i§ t be included unless:
(1) it is a Saturday, Sunday or a legal holiday, in which event
the penod runs until the end of the next day which is neither a
Saturday, Sunday or a hohday. (2) the act to be done is the
filing of some paper in this-Court, and the office of the Clork of
this Court on said last day of the period ig not open, or is closed
for a part of a day, in which event, the period runs until the end

of the next day which is nieither a Saturday, Sunday, a-legal

holidsy, or a day on which the said office is not open the entire
day during ordinery pusiness hours. When the period of time

allowed is more than seven (7). days, intermediate Saturdays,.. .
Suridays and holidays shail be considered as-other days; but if.

the period of time is seven (7) days of less, intermediate
Saturdays, Sundays-and holidays shall not be counted in
computing the penod of tinie.

| RULE 15, Hurmg Examiners

' RULE 13. Pretrial Conference Y. . ol 13

In:any proceeding, the Court may in 1tsdlscretlond1rectthe

- parties or their attomeys to appear before i, for a pretml
- conference to consider such- matters as may aid in the

disposition of the case.

RULE 14. Further Appeals . 1z .ol 14

A, If agy party to a proceeding shall appealfromaﬁnal"
orderofﬂusCountomcCucthomtofanycountyor
Baltimore City, such party shall bé required to order and furnish
the Maryland Tax Court with & transcript of the testimony and
shall be charged with the expense of such transeription, unless

- the parties ghall agree upon a statement in leu of record as
~ provided by Rule B7 of the Maryland Rules of Procedure.

B. In all cases of appeal from the Court's final order, the
Court shallfile and include in the record of the case its findings
of fact and conclusions of law on which it based its decision
and order .

tq 2.0 Sy
A. The Court may assign all cases involving the assessment

of Real Property ton Heanng Exammer

-B. '_I‘hq._Hmring.Exa_,mina_.gha,ll hg,pr.ﬂ]e evidence presented
and promptly thereafter provide the Clerk with a wrilten

C. Copies of the recommendation shall be sent by mail to
all parties of record, before subrission to thé Court. Within 15
days of the date of: mailing, & party may file Exceptions with the
Clerk,mthaoopytobesexvedbymml or otherwise on the
opposing side, or sides, concurrently, Within thet period er
within 15 days after service {datsof mailing plus 3.days) of the
first Bxceptions, whichever is later, any other party may file an
Exception of Response. " An Exception of Response is to be in
writing and is to set forth the asserted error with particularity, .
Any matter not specifically set forth in the Exceptions is waived
unless the Court finds- that justice roqulres otherwise. The
Gourt may not consider the Bxceptions filed by eny party who
fails fo cornply with any of the above procedures.

D. The recommendation will be submitted to the Court after
the time period allowed for the filing of Exceptions in Secfion
C of this rchlauon. The Court, in its d:scretmn. may reqmre
a hearing. .

E. The Court shall either adopt, -modify or reject the
recomendation.
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PLEASE NOTE: | R
|f the petitioner is an individual this petltlon should be signed by said

eh oﬁér b’ri
- should be signed by an attorney for the partnership or by any pariner. lf atition rpo

corporation's attomey or by any officer of the corporation. The person’ igigning should‘desugnate ithe! capacity in: whlch he!she. e

‘gigns. In any inslance, the attomey must be duly admitted to practlce before:tha Ceurt of Appeals T

ke So e Hhals

For the Hearing Impaired: ~ = MRS 1-800-735-2258

s



