
For an embarrassing number of months, I have planned
and worried about successfully fulfilling my duties as Chair of
this wonderful Tax Section.  Lists of projects and deadlines
filled my head, my office and my car.  It was important that I not
disappoint the Tax Section and its Members who have advised
and helped me so patiently over many years.  I intended to be
organized and fulfill my responsibilities promptly.

But then the hurricanes hit.  My initial article for this news-
letter, that took hours to write, seemed trite and inappropriate.
How could I limit my use of this space to a discussion of the
benefits of Tax Section membership (wonderful as it is), when
just recently so many people had lost so much?

So here I sit, having missed my first deadline, starting this
article from scratch.  And I dare not complain.  My computer
still works and my home and family are safe and intact.  I too,
however, have lost something very important.  It is my sense of
comfort in my world.  This disappeared after witnessing the
harm caused by the extent of the division between the classes
of our society.  Although previously evident, it was usually
possible to turn away and avoid confronting this problem di-
rectly.   Now, however, there was no escape.  The news and
photographs were relentless.  The victims’ pain and anguish
was overwhelming.  The poverty was overwhelming.

In response, at our September Tax Council meeting, we
discussed various forms of assistance that the Section and its
members can give to the storm survivors.  A number of good
suggestions were made, in addition to the obvious need for
donations of money.  After these suggestions are researched
and further discussed, I will report back to the Tax Section
membership about the Council’s recommendations.

In my mind, however, although important, assisting the
hurricane victims is not enough.  It wasn’t so much the damage
from the hurricane that appalled me, but rather the damage
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caused by poverty.  This same poverty is everywhere, includ-
ing Maryland.  While reflecting on the magnitude of this never
ending problem, I received an email from Robin Denick, the
conscience of the Tax Council.  She was inquiring about the
status of the Section’s pro bono committee.  In her email she
listed all of the opportunities available to tax attorneys for pro
bono work.  As always, her timing was impeccable.  Her con-
cern for the less fortunate was clearly evident.  As Robin knows,
and as I am learning, those with the means to help must do so.

As a result, the Tax Council decided to renew our commit-
ment to pro-bono work.  The pro-bono committee will be
reconfigured to act as a clearing house for multiple tax pro-
bono opportunities.  Jessica Lubar has graciously volunteered
to lead this committee, as sort of our pro-bono czar.  She will
gather various tax pro-bono opportunities and post them to
our Listserv.  I urge all Section members to pitch in and help.

That said, I must warn members against pro-bono burn-
out.  There are many more pro-bono opportunities than practi-
tioners to assume them.  Sadly, this will be a never ending job
and we must pace ourselves to ensure that we continue to
volunteer for a long time.

I also learned something else from these awful storms.  Com-
munication and planning is everything.  Therefore, I intend to
work on these skills.  I will do my best to send regular Section
news updates to members enrolled with the Tax Section Listserv.
In turn, I urge Section members to inform Tax Council members
about problems or trends in your tax practices.

With all that said, it now seems more appropriate to an-
nounce the upcoming tax events of interest to our Section mem-
bers.  The Advanced Tax Institute will be held Monday, No-
vember 7 through Friday, November 11, 2005 and will once
again provide a full range of interesting programs and knowl-
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2005 — FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2005

Martin’s West
6817 Dogwood Road  � Baltimore, Maryland 21244

EACH DAY FEATURES NATIONALLY KNOWN AUTHORITIES

OFFERING ANALYSIS & ADVICE TO HELP YOU IN YOUR PRACTICE

November 7, 2005 November 10, 2005

Current Events - New Legislation, State & Local Tax Issues -

Cases, Regulations, Rulings, Procedures, for Attorneys and CPAs

Notices & Announcements

November 8, 2005 November 11, 2005

Business Tax Issues Real Estate & Partnerships

November 9, 2005

Estate Planning Issues

Special Savings on Multi-Day Registrations!

Maryland Association of
Certified Public Accountants
P.O. Box 17312
Baltimore, MD 21297-1312

The Maryland Institute for Continuing 
Professional Education of Lawyers, Inc.
Maryland Bar Center 
520 West Fayette Street, Suite 300
Baltimore, Maryland 21201-1756

8 C P E  C r e d i t s  P e r  D a y   � 6 . 5  C L E C r e d i t s  P e r  D a y
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THE TAXATION SECTION
OF THE MARYLAND STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

PRESENTS

THE FIFTH ANNUAL

TAX PROFESSIONALS’ NETWORKING NIGHT
Tuesday, November 15, 2005

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Candle Light Inn

1835 Frederick Road
Catonsville, Maryland

SPACE IS LIMITED – ORDER YOUR TICKETS NOW!!

MENU INCLUDES:
Pasta Sautée Station, Artichoke Dip with Roasted Red Peppers, Imported and Domestic Cheeses, Domestic and Exotic

Fruits, Grilled Vegetable Brochettes, Caribbean Chicken Brochettes, Tartelette Shells w/ Crab and Cheese,
Mushroom Caps w/ Boursin Cheese

Cocktails, Beer, Wine and Soft Drinks
Assorted Desserts

TAXATION SECTION MEMBERS: $30 NON-MEMBERS/GUESTS: $35
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

TAXATION SECTION - TAX PROFESSIONALS’ NETWORKING NIGHT

Name___________________________________Phone___________________Fax__________________

Firm___________________________________E-mail________________________________________

Adress______________________________________________________________________________

Please reserve:

_______ member tickets @ $30 Names of members attending :_________________________________
_______ non-member tickets @ $35 ________________________________

Total $______

RETURN TO:Maryland State Bar Association, 520 W. Fayette Street, Baltimore, MD 21201
FAX TO: 410-685-1016 (credit cards only) INCLUDE: check payable to MSBA, or credit card

information:
Name on card:________________________________
Card number:_________________________________
VISA ____     Mastercard ____     Exp Date____/____

FOR INFORMATION CALL:  410-685-7878 x 231
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Discharging taxes in bankruptcy will become more diffi-
cult under the new bankruptcy law effective October 17, 2005.

Under Chapter 7, taxes may be discharged if they are owed
from tax returns due more than three years before the filing of a
bankruptcy petition.  The tax returns must have been filed more
than two years before filing the bankruptcy petition.  Also, the
IRS must have assessed the tax at least 240 days before the
petition, and the taxpayer must not have committed fraud.  (11
U.S.C. 507(a)(8), 11 U.S.C. 523 (a)(1)(B).)

Under the new bankruptcy law, it will be more difficult for a
taxpayer to qualify under Chapter 7.  Hence, while the opportu-
nity to discharge taxes under Chapter 7 continues as before,
fewer individuals will be able to use this bankruptcy procedure.

In the past, qualifying for Chapter 7 liquidation was not
difficult.  Under the new law a debtor must satisfy a means test
of having income, after certain expenses, below a set amount in
order to use this form of bankruptcy.  Specifically, a debtor who
wants to use Chapter 7 faces dismissal on a presumption of
abuse if he or she has the financial means to make at least
minimum monthly payments.  Debtors with the means to make
minimum monthly payments will be forced to use Chapter 13,
reorganization plan.

According to the American Bankers Association, under
the old law about 70% of consumer petitions were filed under
Chapter 7.  The new law is expected to put about 20% of these
petitions into Chapter 13 because of the means test and other
new requirements.

The means test depends on family size and the state in
which the family lives.  For example, if a debtor with a family of
four has earnings that do not exceed $53,165 - the U.S. average
income for a family of four - he or she would not automatically
be barred from using Chapter 7.  The means tests by state can
be found at the U.S. Census Bureau web site: www.census.gov/
hhes/income/4person.html.

However, even if earnings do not exceed the means thresh-
old, there are other hurdles.  For example, one must determine if
there is enough current income to make payments to creditors.
Abuse of the bankruptcy system is deemed to exist - and Chap-
ter 7 cannot be used - if a debtor has net monthly income of at
least $167 to pay a total of $10,000 of debts over the next five
years.  Abuse is not presumed if the net monthly income is less
than $100, or $6,000 in total debt is projected over five years.
Abuse is presumed if a debtor’s projected monthly income af-
ter deductions is sufficient to pay at least 25% of unsecured
claims over five years.

One of the changes under the new law is the definition of
net monthly income.  As in the past, it includes income from all
sources, both taxable and nontaxable.  It also includes expenses
paid by a third party.  The only items not counted are Social

HOW WILL THE NEW BANKRUPTCY ACT AFFECT YOUR TAX PRACTICE?
By:  Alan Zipp, Esq.

Security benefits and benefits received by victims of war crimes
or terrorism.

In determining net income, deductions for reasonable liv-
ing and other expenses are taken into account.  Under the new
law the deduction for reasonable living expenses is based on
the means test used in the Internal Revenue Service Financial
Analysis Handbook.  This means that national standards are
used to fix the deduction for food, clothing, personal care, and
entertainment based on the size of a debtor’s family.  The por-
tion for food and clothing can be increased by 5% if reasonable
and necessary.  Local standards are used to fix the deduction
for housing and transportation.  Other expenses may include
those costs deemed necessary by the IRS.  Specifically, they
may include health, life and disability insurance; accounting
and legal fees; child or adult care; taxes; court-ordered pay-
ments, such as alimony and child support; and involuntary
deductions, such as items required by an employer for a job.
Due to the new IRS-based definition of income, fewer individu-
als will be able to use Chapter 7.

The alternative to Chapter 7 is Chapter 13.  Under Chap-
ter 13, a debtor reorganizes his or her financial affairs and
receives a discharge only after completing a court-approved
repayment plan.

For some individuals, outstanding federal, state, or local
taxes can be the main reason to seek bankruptcy protection.  In
the past, an individual who used a Chapter 13 bankruptcy could
obtain a partial discharge for taxes related to nonfiled returns
and certain late-filed returns.  Amounts paid to the government
during the repayment period were all the debtor was required
to pay.

The new law changes the rules for Chapter 13 bankruptcy
concerning taxes.  The law specifically provides that back taxes
related to nonfiled or late-filed returns cannot be discharged,
unlike prior law.  This includes interest that accrues on these
taxes after a bankruptcy petition is filed.  Also, as under prior
law, the treatment of penalties follows the treatment of the un-
derlying taxes to which they relate.  This means that interest
and penalties associated with back taxes related to nonfiled or
late-filed returns cannot be discharged.

Under the new law, the Chapter 13 payment plan is extended
to five years.  However, unlike prior law, individuals who obtain
a discharge of debts after five years will continue to owe taxes,
interest, and penalties that have not been fully paid.

As in the past, certain taxes remain nondischargeable, re-
gardless of the type of bankruptcy that is used.  These include
federal, state, and local taxes that became due within three years
of filing for bankruptcy.  Other nondischargeable taxes include
trust fund taxes, which are the employee’s income tax
withholdings and the employee’s share of Social Security and
Medicare taxes.  In all events, nondischargeable taxes include
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2005-2006 TAX SECTION COUNCIL
The following persons have been appointed to serve as the Officers, Committee Chairs and Vice Chairs, and Members of

the Tax Section Council for the 2005-2006 year:

OFFICERS
Andrea B. Gillespie, Chair
409 Washington Ave
Suite 314
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.296.6777
f. 410.821.8406
gillespie@thomasronald.com

Bryan W. Young, Chair-Elect
305 Washington Ave
Suite 504
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.583.7800
f. 410.583.9503
byoung@bwylaw.com

James W. Dawson, Secretary/Treasurer
Revenue Administration Center
Annapolis, Maryland 21411
p. 410.260.7645
f. 410.974.3456
jdawson@comp.state.md.us
_______________________

PAST CHAIRS
Elissa F. Borges, Immediate Past Chair
120 East Baltimore Street
Suite 800
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.685.1120
f. 410.547.0699
efborges@ober.com

Jeffrey A. Markowitz, Past Chair
10 Light Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.385.3523
f. 410.385.3700
jmarkowitz@milesstockbridge.com

Jonathan Z. May, Past Chair
10420 Little Patuxent Parkway
Suite 495
Columbia, Maryland 21044-3528
p. 410.347.8781
f. 410.884.0719
jmay@wtplaw.com

taxes the taxpayer willfully intended to evade or defeat or con-
cerning which the taxpayer committed fraud.  In addition to
nondischargeable taxes themselves, obligations incurred to pay
those taxes are also nondischargeable.  For example, if a debtor
borrows money to pay off a nondischargeable tax, the loan
becomes nondischargeable.

When a debtor files for bankruptcy, generally creditors
must give the process an opportunity to work.  For taxes, filing
for bankruptcy provides an automatic stay to prevent collec-
tion activities.  Under the new law, this stay applies only to
taxes owed prior to filing for bankruptcy.  It does not prevent
the IRS, for example, from pursuing the collection of taxes that
accrue after the bankruptcy petition is filed.

Also under the new law, for Chapter 13 debtors to have
a plan of repayment confirmed, they must show that they
have filed all tax returns for the four-year period prior to
filing the petition.

One final note to attorneys.  The new law requires that
attorneys certify their clients’ financial statements.  If the state-
ments later prove to be false, the attorneys can be held finan-
cially responsible.  No longer can attorneys accept a client’s
averments about income, as an independent verification is now
required in order to certify accuracy.

* This article first appeared in the Montgomery County
Bar Association Newsletter and is used here with permission
of the author.

edgeable speakers.  I wish to thank Todd J. Bornstein, for con-
tinuing to do an excellent job as ATI Co-Chair, and welcome
him as an incoming Tax Council Member.

Also, many opportunities are available this year to help
tax practitioners keep informed about their area of interest.
Listed in this newsletter is information about, and meeting
schedules for, the State Tax Study Group, Tax Controversy
Group, Business/Transaction Tax Committee and Employee
Benefits Study Group.  There are few areas of the law that
change faster than taxation and it is incumbent upon us to stay
informed.  Participation in a study group can help.

While I’m at it, please do not miss Tax Networking Night
scheduled for the evening of November 15, 2005, at 6:00pm at the
Candle Light Inn, in Catonsville.  This is a wonderful event and
there is no requirement to take notes.  Participants need only
enjoy good conversation enhanced by good cocktails.  I always
have a great time and hope that many of you will join us.

Finally, I would like to commend Elissa Borges for her ex-
cellent job as last year’s Chair of the Tax Section.  Under her
guidance, the Section continued to expand the services it of-
fers to its members and the community.  I hope to follow her
lead and the good examples set by all of the past Chairs of this
Section, unless of course there is another catastrophe, and
then another rewrite may be in order.

BANKRUPTCY ACT...
(continued from Page 4)

FROM THE CHAIR...
(continued from Page 1)
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Robin W. Denick, Past Chair
31 Hopkins Plaza
Suite 1300
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.962.3153
f. 410.962.1836
Robin.W.Denick@irscounsel.treas.gov

Robert L. Zouck, Past Chair
Clerk, Maryland Tax Court
301 West Preston Street, Suite 1513
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.767.4830
f. 410.333.5286
rzouck@txcrt.state.md.us

Mary Beth Beattie, Past Chair
109 North Adams Street
Rockville, Maryland 20850
p. 301.309.3719
f. 301.309.3849
mbb@mbbeattie.com
_______________________

LEGAL EDUCATION
COMMITTEE 2005-2006

SUBCOMMITTEES:
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCA-
TION
ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM
ADVANCED TAX INSTITUTE
LAW SCHOOL LIAISON

David S. DeJong, Co-Chair
25 West Middle Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20850
p. 301.340.2020
f. 301.340.8217
ddejong@steinsperling.com

David J. Polashuk, Co-Chair
500 Redland Court
Suite 205
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
p. 410.998.2005
f. 410.998.2007
dpolashuk@lmpatlaw.com

Herman B. Rosenthal
7 Saint Paul Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202-1626
p. 410.347.9488
f.  410.347.9414
hrosenthal@wtplaw.com

Todd J. Bornstein
4416 East West Highway, Fourth Floor
Bethesda, Maryland 20814-4568
(p) 301.986.9600
(f) 301.986.1301
tbornstein@sgrolaw.com

Fred Brown
1420 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.837.4537
f. 410.837.4560
fbrown@ubmail.ubalt.edu
______________________

MEMBER SERVICES/PROGRAM
COMMITTEE 2005-2006

SUBCOMMITTEES:
TAX TALK
TECHNOLOGY
MEMBER SERVICES
TAX NETWORKING NIGHT/
SHULBANK DINNER

Brian L. Oliner, Co-Chair
10211 Wincopin Circle
Suite 600
Columbia, Maryland 21044
p. 410.995.5800
f. 410.309.6161
boliner@legalbriefs.com

Katrina Kamantauskas-Holder, Co-
Chair
406 Allegheny Ave
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.296.9551
f. 410.296.9554
katrina.kamantauskas@holderlaw.com

Chaya Kundra
110 North Washington Street
Sutie 406
Rockville, Maryland 20850
p. 301.424.7585
f. 301.424.7047
ckundra@kundrataxlaw.com

Bryan W. Young, Advisor
305 Washington Ave
Suite 504
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.583.7800
f. 410.583.9503
byoung@bwylaw.com

_______________________

TAX EXCELLENCE AWARD
COMMITTEE
2005-2006

Bryan W. Young, Chair
305 Washington Ave
Suite 504
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.583.7800
f. 410.583.9503
byoung@bwylaw.com

Andrea B. Gillespie
409 Washington Ave
Suite 314
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.296.6777
f. 410.821.8406
gillespie@thomasronald.com

Mary Beth Beattie
109 North Adams Street
Rockville, Maryland 20850
p. 301.309.3719
f. 301.309.3849
mbb@mbbeattie.com

Elissa F. Borges
120 East Baltimore Street
Suite 800
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.685.1120
f. 410.547.0699
efborges@ober.com

Walter R. Calvert
2 Hopkins Plaza
Suite 1800
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.244.7726
f. 410.244.7742
wrcalvert@venable.com

Robin W. Denick
31 Hopkins Plaza
Suite 1300
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.962.3153
f. 410.962.1836
Robin.W.Denick@irscounsel.treas.gov

TAX SECTION COUNCIL...
(continued from Page 5)
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Jonathan Z. May
10420 Little Patuxent Parkway
Suite 495
Columbia, Maryland 21044-3528
p. 410.347.8781
f. 410.884.0719
jmay@wtplaw.com

Jeffrey A. Markowitz
10 Light Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.385.3523
f. 410.385.3700
jmarkowitz@milesstockbridge.com
_______________________

PRO BONO COMMITTEE
2005-2006

John Gilpin, Chair (Non-Council
Member)
100 South Charles Street
Floor 9
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.547.4776
f. 410.837.3096
john.gilpin@bankofamerica.com

Sally A. Hill (Non-Council Member
Assistant)
16013 Fields End Court
Woodbine, Maryland 21797
p. 410.489.0878

Charles E. Sydnor (Non-Council
Member Assistant)
10227 Wincopin Circle, Suite 500
Columbia, Maryland 21044
p.  410.964.1230

Catherine Rafferty
4801 Yuma Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016
p. 202.244.0608
f. 202.244.2967
cm.rafferty@verizon.net

Todd J. Bornstein
4416 East West Highway, Fourth Floor
Bethesda, Maryland 20814-4568
(p) 301.986.9600
(f) 301.986.1301
tbornstein@sgrolaw.com

Robin W. Denick, Advisor
31 Hopkins Plaza
Suite 1300
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.962.3153
f. 410.962.1836
Robin.W.Denick@irscounsel.treas.gov
_______________________

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
2005-2006

Bryan W. Young, Chair-Elect
305 Washington Ave
Suite 504
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.583.7800
f. 410.583.9503
byoung@bwylaw.com

Andrea B. Gillespie
409 Washington Ave
Suite 314
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.296.6777
f. 410.821.8406
gillespie@thomasronald.com

Elissa F. Borges, Immediate Past Chair
120 East Baltimore Street
Suite 800
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.685.1120
f. 410.547.0699
efborges@ober.com

Jeffrey A. Markowitz
10 Light Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.385.3523
f. 410.385.3700
jmarkowitz@milesstockbridge.com

Jonathan Z. May
10420 Little Patuxent Parkway
Suite 495
Columbia, Maryland 21044-3528
p. 410.347.8781
f. 410.884.0719
jmay@wtplaw.com

Bryan W. Young, Chair-Elect
305 Washington Ave
Suite 504
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.583.7800
f. 410.583.9503
byoung@bwylaw.com
_______________________

STATE LEGISLATION &
REGULATORY
PROPOSALS COMMITTEE
2005-2006

STATE LEGISLATION
SUBCOMMITTEE

Evelyn W. Pasquier, Chair
6225 Smith Ave
Baltimore, Maryland 21209
p. 410.669.7477
f. 410.580.3776
evelyn.pasquier@dlapiper.com

Jessica R. Lubar, Vice-Chair
10 Light Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.385.3533
f. 410.385.3700
jlubar@milesstockbridge.com

A. David Borinsky
233 East Redwood Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.576.4044
443.927.7079
f.  410.685.6504
dborinsky@gfrlaw.com

Jeffrey A. Markowitz, Advisor
10 Light Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.385.3523
f. 410.385.3700
jmarkowitz@milesstockbridge.com

TAX SECTION COUNCIL...
(continued from Page 6)
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STATE REGULATORY
PROPOSAL SUBCOMMITTEE

Catherine Rafferty, Co-Chair
4801 Yuma Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016
p. 202.244.0608
f. 202.244.2967
cm.rafferty@verizon.net

Caroline D. Ciraolo, Co-Chair
Rosenberg | Martin | Funk | Greenberg,
LLP
25 South Charles Street, Suite 2115
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p: 410.727.6600
f: 410.727.1115
cciraolo@rosenbergmartin.com

Richard F. Lindstrom, Member
233 East Redwood Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202-3332
p. 410.576.4271
f. 410.576.4246
rlindstrom@gfrlaw.com

Walter R. Calvert, Advisor
2 Hopkins Plaza
Suite 1800
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.244.7726
f. 410.244.7742
wrcalvert@venable.com

Elissa F. Borges, Immediate Past Chair
120 East Baltimore Street
Suite 800
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.685.1120
f. 410.547.0699
efborges@ober.com
_______________________

MARYLAND COMPTROLLER’S
OFFICE LIAISON
SUBCOMMITTEE

Caroline D. Ciraolo, Chair
Rosenberg | Martin | Funk | Greenberg,
LLP
25 South Charles Street, Suite 2115
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p: 410.547.7852
f: 410.727.1115
cciraolo@rosenbergmartin.com

Walter R. Calvert
2 Hopkins Plaza
Suite 1800
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.244.7726
f. 410.244.7742
wrcalvert@venable.com

Chaya Kundra
255 North Washington Street
Suite 205
Rockville, Maryland 20850
p. 301.424.7585
f. 301.762.7209
ckundra@kundrataxlaw.com

David J. Polashuk
500 Redland Court
Suite 205
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
p. 410.998.2005
f. 410.998.2007
dpolashuk@lmpatlaw.com

Brian L. Oliner
10211 Wincopin Circle
Suite 600
Columbia, Maryland 21044
p. 410.995.5800
f. 410.309.6161
boliner@legalbriefs.com
_______________________

SUBSTANTIVE LAW COMMIT-
TEES 2005-2006

TAX CONTROVERSY
SUBCOMMITTEE

Caroline D. Ciraolo, Co-Chair
Rosenberg | Martin | Funk | Greenberg,
LLP
25 South Charles Street, Suite 2115
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p: 410.547.7852
f: 410.727.1115
cciraolo@rosenbergmartin.com

David J. Polashuk, Co-Chair
500 Redland Court
Suite 205
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
p. 410.998.2005
f. 410.998.2007
dpolashuk@lmpatlaw.com

STATE & LOCAL TAX
SUBCOMMITTEE

A. David Borinsky, Chair
233 East Redwood Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.576.4044
443.927.7079
f.  410.685.6504
dborinsky@gfrlaw.com

Robert L. Zouck
Clerk, Maryland Tax Court
301 West Preston Street, Suite 1513
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
p. 410.767.4830
f. 410.333.5286
rzouck@txcrt.state.md.us

BUSINESS/TRANSACTION TAX
SUBCOMMITTEE

Jeffrey A. Markowitz, Chair
10 Light Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
p. 410.385.3523
f. 410.385.3700
jmarkowitz@milesstockbridge.com
__________________________

TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE

Jonathan Z. May, Chair
10420 Little Patuxent Parkway
Columbia, Maryland 21044-3528
p. 410.347.8781
f. 410.884.0719
jmay@wtplaw.com
_______________________

ESTATE & GIFT TAX
SUBCOMMITTEE

Richard F. Lindstrom, Chair
233 East Redwood Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202-3332
p. 410.576.4271
f. 410.576.4246
rlindstrom@gfrlaw.com

TAX SECTION COUNCIL...
(continued from Page 7)
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Todd J. Bornstein
4416 East West Highway, Fourth Floor
Bethesda, Maryland 20814-4568
(p) 301.986.9600
(f) 301.986.1301
tbornstein@sgrolaw.com
_________________________

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE

Robert M. Ercole, Chair
1 South Street
Floor 27
Baltimore, Maryland 21202-3298
p. 410.332.8559
f. 410.332.8594
rme@nggrg.com
___________________________

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
SUBCOMMITTEE

Katrina Kamantauskas-Holder, Chair
406 Allegheny Ave
Towson, Maryland 21204
p. 410.296.9551
f. 410.296.9554
katrina.kamantauskas@holderlaw.com
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STATE TAX STUDY GROUP
The State Tax Study Group will meet at Ober|Kaler, 120 East Baltimore Street, 9th Floor (the Maryland

Room), Baltimore, MD.  As in the past, the meetings will generally be on the third Tuesday of the month at
8:30 a.m.  Dues are $25 for MSBA Members.

Chair, A. David Borinsky, dborinsky@gfrlaw.com, 410-576-4044

2005-2006 MEETING AGENDA

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC

October 18, 2005 Jack Hearn Maryland Tax Court
Bob Zouck

November 15, 2005 Sharonne Bonardi Hearing and Appeals Process in
Janet Johnson Comptroller’s Office; Current Cases

December 20, 2005 Jerry Langbaum Update of recent cases and litigation
involving the Comptroller of the Treasury

January 17, 2006 Bill Hammond, Update of recent cases and legislation
David Lyon involving the State Department of
Jeffrey Comen Assessments and Taxation

February 21, 2006 Ed Muth Administrative developments at the State
Michael Griffin Department of Assessments and Taxa-

tion; Recent cases and legislation
regarding personal property tax

March 21, 2006 Gloria Wilson Shelton Overview of the Courts and the Clerks
Bruce L. Benshoof

April 18, 2006 Jim Arnie or designee Update of recent cases and legislation
regarding the Maryland income tax

May 16, 2006 Linda Tanton Update of recent cases and legislation
regarding the Maryland sales and use
tax; Developments regarding the
Compliance Division



TAX TALK  •  11Fall 2005

GIFT AND ESTATE TAX STUDY GROUP
For further information contact:

Robin M. Hough        David R. Forrer
       Tomsen and Burke LLP         Semmes, Bowen & Semmes PC
One North Charles Street, Suite 400         250 West Pratt Street, 16th Floor
        Baltimore, Maryland 21201 Baltimore, Maryland 21201

410-539-2595 ext. 113 410-576-4708
robin@t-b.com dforrer@semmes.com

2005-2006 Schedule
(Unless otherwise noted below, all meetings are on the second Thursday of the month.)

Date

October 20, 2005 (third Thursday)

November 17, 2005
(third Thursday)

December 8, 2005

January 19, 2006 (third Thursday)

February 9, 2006

March 9, 2006

April 20, 2006 (third Thursday)

May 11, 2006

June 2006 (T.B.A.)

Topic

Circular 230 with an Estate
Planner’s Spin

The Chawla Case (from Mrs.
Chawla’s attorney

Maryland Estate Tax Update from
the Comptroller’s Perspective

Report from the Heckerling Insti-
tute on Estate Planning

FLP Update (from counsel on
Strangi, Bongard, Stone, etc.)

T.B.A.

2006 Legislative Update

Use of Disclaimers in Estate
Planning

T.B.A.

Speaker

Charles Winner, Esq.
Fisher & Winner

William H. Crispin, Esq.
Crispin & Associates, PLLC

Janet A. Mann
Office of the Comptroller of the
Treasury

Jennifer A. Pratt, Esq.
Venable LLP

Stephanie Loomis-Price, Esq.
Baker Botts LLP (Houston)

T.B.A.

Edwin G. Fee, Jr., Esq.
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston, LLP

Richard F. Lindstrom, Esq.
Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman,
Hoffberger & Hollander, LLC

T.B.A.
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MSBA Tax Section

MONTGOMERY / PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
TAX STUDY GROUP

Schedule of Meeting Dates, Locations and Discussion Topics

Date

October 20, 2005

November 17, 2005

January 19, 2006

February 16, 2006

March 16, 2006

April 20, 2006

May 18, 2006

Location

Linowes and Blocher LLP
Suite 800
7200 Wisconsin Avenue
Bethesda MD 20814

Law Offices of Lawrence I.
Wachtel
Suite 560
1401 Rockville Pike
Rockville MD 20852

T.B.A.

T.B.A.

T.B.A.

T.B.A.

Grossberg Company LLP
Two Democracy Plaza
Suite 300
Bethesda MD 20817

Topic / Speaker

Defective Grantor Trusts
Jerome M. Hesch
Greenberg Traurig, P.A.
Miami FL

MD Tax Developments
James W. Dawson, Jr.
Assistant Director,
Legal Revenue Administration
Division

Heckerling Estate Planning Institute
Harold W. Pskowski
BNA Tax Management
Washington, D.C.

Taxation of Deferred
Compensation
Elizabeth Drigotas
Deloitte, Washington, D.C.

Asset Protection Planning
Howard D. Rosen
Donlevy-Rosen & Rosen
Miami FL

T.B.A.

T.B.A.
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BUSINESS TRANSACTIONAL TAX STUDY GROUP

Meetings of the Transactional Tax Study Group are held from Noon to 1:00 p.m. in the Baltimore office of
Whiteford, Taylor and Preston, 7 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, Maryland.  Dues $70.00 per year for MSBA

Tax Section members.

2005-2006 Meeting Schedule

September 28, 2005 January 18, 2006
October 19, 2005 February 15, 2006
November 16, 2005 March 15, 2006
December 21, 2005 April 19, 2006

May 17, 2006

For further information, contact Jonathan Z. May, Esq., 410-347-8781

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS TAX STUDY GROUP

Meetings of the Employee Benefits Tax Study Group are held at the Center Club, 100 Light Street, (Legg
Mason Building), Baltimore, Maryland.  Meetings are generally 12-2.  To attend the meetings you must be a

member of the group.  Dues are $75 per year for MSBA Tax Section members.

2005-2006 Meeting Schedule

November 15, 2005 July 11, 2006
January 10, 2006 September 12, 2006
March 14, 2006 November 14, 2006

May 9, 2006

For further information, contact Katrina C. Kamantauskas-Holder, Esq., at 410-296-9551, or
katrina.kamantauskas@holderlaw.com.

TAX CONTROVERSY STUDY GROUP

Meetings of the Tax Controversy Study Group are held at the offices of Rosenberg, Martin, Funk, Greenberg,
LLC, 25 South Charles Street, Suite 2115, Baltimore, Maryland.  Meetings start at 9:30 a.m.  The first meeting
is scheduled for November 1, 2005.  The topic is “The Lifecycle of a Maryland Tax Controversy”.  Bagels and
coffee are provided.  For further information, or to advise that you will be attending the meeting or joining the

group, please contact Caroline D. Ciraolo, Esq. at 410-547-7852, or cciraolo@rosenbergmartin.com.
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