
MARYLAND STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

 
FAMILY AND JUVENILE LAW SECTION COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2014 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:36 p.m. at Rams Head Tavern, Annapolis, 
Maryland.  Section Council members and guests attending were as follows: 
 
 Members     
 Justin J. Sasser, Chair   Keith Schiszik 

Past Chairs 

 Vincent M. Wills, Chair Elect 
 Craig J. Little, Secretary 
 Dorothy R. Fait, Immediate Past Chair 
 Ronald B. Bergman    
 Alisa G. Cummins    Senator Bobby Zirkin 

Guests 

 Lindsey K. Erdmann 
 Deena Hausner 
 Kristine A. Howanski 
 V. Peter Markuski, Jr. 
 James D. Milko 
 Lindsay Parvis 
 Ralph L. Sapia 
 Honorable Lisa S. Segel 
  

1. Justin J. Sasser, Chair, welcomed Section Council Members, Past Chairs, 
and special guest Senator Bobby Zirkin to tonight’s meeting of the MSBA Family and 
Juvenile Law Section Council. 
 

2. The Minutes of the January 8, 2014 meeting were amended to add 
Dorothy Fait as the fourth Section Council member writing a scenario for the 
presentation at the Annual Meeting.  Upon proper Motion, the Minutes of the January 8, 
2014 meeting were approved as amended. 

 
3. Standing Committee Reports 

 
a. Continuing Legal Education 
 

1. Alimony Workshop – Status – still looking for funding from the 
Administrative Office of the Courts for Workshops in Southern 
and Northern Maryland. 
 

2. Hot Tips in Family Law – Feedback – 125 attendees; 16 
presenters; feedback has been very feedback 
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3. Spring CLE – Topic/Date/Location – date has been changes to 
April 28, 2014; the morning session will be Real Property and its 
impact on Family Law; a Real Property attorney will partner with 
a Family Law attorney; the afternoon session will be divided into 
two (2) parts:  Education and its impact on Family Law, and 
Immigration and its impact on Family Law; attorneys in each 
topic area will team with a Family Law attorney. 

 
b. Newsletter – Family Law News 
 

1. The latest issue is going to the publisher by the end of February. 
 

2. The alternative of having on-line availability of the newsletter 
was discussed. 

  
c. Legislation 
 

1. Senator Bobby Zirkin presented an update of legislative 
activities in the Maryland Senate. 
  
i. SB363 – Grounds for Divorce – Valid Separation Agreement 

– it was explained that this would only be for absolute 
divorces; in this bill, it is proposed that a valid agreement is 
of in itself a ground for divorce regardless of the duration of 
the separation or whether the parties are living together or 
not; you work out your agreement, you get into the Court; 
several potential problems were discussed including the 
situation in which there are two pro se clients with a bad 
agreement, what constitutes a valid agreement and who 
determines that the parties have a complete agreement; 
Senator Zirkin stated that the bill met with no opposition at 
the Senate hearing and has yet to cross over and be 
introduced in the House. 
 

ii. SB805 – Maryland Uniform Collaborative Law Act – Ronald 
Bergman informed the Council that the bill as written does 
not include a disqualification provision, but that the privilege 
and confidentiality provisions remain; the Section Council 
voted to support the bill, but will be unable to testify because 
the official position of the MSBA is to take “no position” on 
the bill. 

 
d. Membership – those members with terms that are expiring were 

asked to e-mail Dorothy Fait if they have an interest in continuing 
on the Council; an e-mail also went out to the membership to ask 
about interest in leadership positions. 
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e. Mentoring – no report 
 
f. Annual Meeting 

 
1. Panel - Alimony Guidelines - End of Discretion or Useful Tool? -  

the panel of five (5) judges will be comprised of Judges 
Callahan, Weatherly, Panos, Eaves and Silkworth; Chris 
Nicholson will moderate; Ralph Sapia volunteered to research 
the use of alimony guidelines in other states. 

 
2. The membership was asked to collect door prizes. 

 
g. Awards – nomination form for the BAG award was distributed. 

 
h. Top 10:  Hot Tips – no report 

 
6. Old Business 
 
 a. Rules Committee – no report 
 

b. MSBA Subcommittee on FJLSC Web Content on MSBA Website – 
no report 

 
c. Governor’s Commission on Child Custody Decision Making in 

Maryland - Keith Schiszik asked that if any members had any 
interest in serving on a subcommittee to contact the chairperson; 
the subcommittees will meet monthly and have a report due in 
December; the subcommittees and chairpersons are as follows: 

 
1. Custody Determination Statute – Keith Schiszik 

 
2. ADR Techniques – no chair as yet 

 
3. Court Process – Master Richard J. Sandy 

 
4. Bias Neutral Language and Parents with Disabilities – no chair 

as yet 
 

5. Domestic Violence – Dorothy Lennig 
 

6. Review of Psychological Literature – Professor Carlton E. 
Munson 

 
d. CNN “Divorce Industry” TV Series – Vince Wills reached out to the 

Honorable Barbara Kerr Howe, our representative to the American 
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Bar Association and Scott Friedman, the Chairperson of the ABA’s 
Family Law Committee; the furor has already died down on its own 

 
7. New Business 
 

a. It is the Family and Juvenile Law Section Council’s turn to appoint 
one of its members to serve on the MSBA Board of Governors. 

 
b. Justin Sasser informed the membership that a company called 

Legal Logos asked if they could make a presentation to the 
Council; the Council voted not to do so. 

 
8. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned upon proper motion at 8:30 

p.m.  The next meeting of the Family and Juvenile Section Council will be 
held on March 12, 2014 at Rams Head Tavern, Annapolis, Maryland. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Craig J. Little, Secretary 


