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I’m Jim Milko, and I am honored and privileged to be the current 
Chair of the Family and Juvenile Law Section Council (“FJLSC”) 
of the MSBA.  Being the Chair of the Family and Juvenile Law 
Section is kind of like hopping on a pair of skis that are already 
zipping down a rather large mountain.  Basically, the task is 
to keep the productive downward momentum going, navigate 
the occasional moguls that may pop-up on the way, enjoy the 
exhilaration of catching air under your skis when a particular 
program goes off without a hitch, perhaps navigate a new run 
or two that hasn’t been skied on before, don’t fall, and then 
pass the baton onto the next skier (in this case, Brian Pearlstein, 
Esquire) that awaits just a little way down the mountain.

In other words, each new Chair finds that the Family and 
Juvenile Law Section is already a well-oiled, well-maintained 
machine.  The task is to keep the that machine vibrant, active 
and healthy -- to keep doing all of the great things that the 
Section has done in past, while exploring new and unique 
ways that we can better serve our members, and improve the 
administration of justice in the fields of family and juvenile law.

This task, candidly, is readily attainable through the spirit of 
volunteerism and service that has permeated our Section both 
over the years and at the current time.  It would be a great 
understatement indeed to state that a number of people have 
helped make our Section what it is today.  Instead, a literal 
army of attorneys have volunteered their time and talent 
since the 1970s in furtherance of the Family and Juvenile 
Law Section Council’s efforts.  As a Section, we are truly 
on the leading edge in terms of providing continuing legal 
education opportunities and mentoring services to both our 
members and the Bar at large.    Our legislative committee 
(and a bevy of volunteers associate therewith) has its hand 
on the pulse of virtually all proposed family and juvenile 
legislation that percolates from the halls, offices, and hearing 
rooms of the Statehouse in our capital city, and during the 
months that the State Legislature is in session, our members 
can be found testifying in Annapolis before various committees 
regarding proposed legislation impacting our areas of practice.

Meanwhile, the tentacles of the Section Council are in constant 
motion.  The Section Council – with the assistance of members 
both past and present – is continuing projects such as Family 
Law for the People – an initiative designed to assist pro se 
litigants throughout the state of Maryland to better present 
their family law cases to the Courts.   The FJLSC also has 
a seat at the table on a number of important Committees at 
the state level that are exploring possible improvements to 
various areas of family and juvenile law.  These committees 
currently include the Child Support Guidelines Advisory 
Committee (comprised of various stakeholders who are in the 
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process of studying and providing recommendations regarding 
changes to the Maryland child support guidelines) and Juvenile 
Standards and Training Workgroup (a committee spearheaded 
by the Department of Family and Juvenile Law Services of the 
Administrative Office of the Courts that is examining the issue 
of specialized training and skills for the juvenile court bar).

These things are just examples of the many activities in which 
our Section engages toward the betterment of Maryland family 
and juvenile law.  Importantly, we want you to be involved in 
these activities.  Of course, we realize that many of you already 
are elbow-deep in our activities.   And if you haven’t yet rolled-
up your sleeves but are interested in becoming more involved, 
reach out.  We want you to!  My work number is 410-280-1700, 
and you can email me any time at jmilko@lawannapolis.com.

In that vein, a major objective for the FJLSC this term is 
outreach.  Many of your faces are familiar to us, as we encounter 
each other at some of the many CLE and other meetings that 
we hold along the I-95 corridor.   However, we realize that 
for those of you that live and work farther out in the western, 
eastern, and southern reaches of our State, it is difficult for 
you to attend many of these functions.   So, in the coming new 
year, we intend to take the FJLSC to you.  Specifically, the 
FJLSC will be bringing its travelling “Road Show” to venues 
in far western Maryland, the Eastern Shore, and southern 
Maryland in 2018.  Stay tuned for dates, locations and details!

Until our paths cross again in the near future, see you on the slopes!

Sincerely,

Jim Milko
Chair, Family and Juvenile Law Section Council
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A “View” from the Bench

I am going to start by taking the title literally.  While sitting up 
on the raised platform behind the bench, judges and magistrates 
are afforded an opportunity to view and take stock of the 
ENTIRE courtroom.  We make mental and sometimes written 
notes about what we see: who is or is not dressed in appropriate 
manner to convey that they understand the significance of the 
proceedings and respect for the court system, who is chewing 
gum (my personal #1 pet peeve), who is checking emails on their 
phone, who has not taken off their hat, who appears angry with 
an attitude, etc.  All of which play a part in creating the court’s 
first impression of the lawyers and the parties.  Keep in mind 
that the trier of fact must determine credibility of all witnesses, 
including the parties themselves.  Demeanor and appearance are 
key factors in that determination.  

The same applies to attorneys. Your credibility with the court is 
your “stock in trade.” Sloppy appearance, rude behavior directed 
to the Court or to opposing parties and counsel can cause you to 
lose the trust and confidence of the Court.  It is never appropriate 
to be looking at your electronic device, whether to check for text 
messages or emails or the like, during any Court proceeding 
absent permission of the Court – that includes turning on a laptop 
computer for taking notes.  Eating, drinking or chewing gum 
during court proceedings is viewed as rude and ill-mannered 
behavior.  Make no mistake; magistrates and judges talk among 

themselves about lawyers just like lawyers talk about members 
of the bench.  Once you have lost credibility with one member 
of the bench, you have effectively lost it with the other members 
of the bench and with other members of the bar as well.   It is 
nearly impossible to win back that credibility.   Consequently, 
you may very well jeopardize your ability to be an effective 
advocate for your client.  

If you find yourself, your client or a witness in need of some 
leeway with respect to these general rules of conduct for some 
reason (client suffers from chronic dry mouth and needs to 
chew gum; a family member is ill and you need to keep your 
phone on in case of an emergency, etc.)  JUST ASK! More often 
than not, you find that the Court is willing to work with you to 
resolve the issue. 
   
I hope this has been helpful to you.  My next article/column with 
focus on trial preparation.  In the meantime, if you have any 
topics you would like me to address in future articles/columns, 
feel free to email me at lsegel@mcccourt.com. 

Lisa Stearman Segel 
Family Magistrate
Circuit court for Montgomery County, md

This is the first in series of “a view from the bench” articles/columns.  I hope to provide insight on what to expect when you come 
to Court to present your case – this will include some “Do’s and Don’ts”, some “best practices”, all so that practitioners and 
parties (self-represented or not) have the opportunity to have their case heard and considered by the judge or magistrate in a 

manner that ensures due process of law. 

Check out our newsletter and more online at the  
Family & Juvenile Law  Section's portion  

of MSBA's website at: 
www.msba.org/sections/family
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2018 Family Law Legislative Preview
By:  Lindsay Parvis, Chair of the Legislative Committee of the Family & Juvenile Law Section and serves on its Section Council 
(“FJLSC”).  Ms. Parvis has represented clients in Maryland family law matters since 2002 and has volunteered her time in the 

Maryland General Assembly since 2005.

(continued on page 10)

On January 10, the Maryland General Assembly begins 
its 2018 legislative session.  The FJLSC’s Legislative 
Committee actively monitors family law and related 
legislation, testifies in Annapolis, meets with legislators, and 
educates Section members about legislative developments.

A br ief  preview of  some ant ic ipated family  law 
and related bills in the 2018 legislative session…

Divorce – Mutual Consent:
In the 2015 session, the Legislature enacted a new ground for 
divorce – Mutual Consent.  At present, the Mutual Consent 
ground (Fam. Law Art., §7-103(8)) is limited to couples 
who do not have minor children in common.  There was an 
unsuccessful attempt in the 2017 session to eliminate the 
requirement that both parties appear at the divorce hearing.  
While this may not be attempted again in 2018, there will be 
renewed efforts from the 2016 session to expand the ground 
to all couples.  Specifically, to eliminate the requirement 
that the spouses have no minor children in common.

§7-103(8)(ii)(2)’s reference to §8-208 regarding use and 
possession is an artifact of the original draft (which did not 
exclude couples with minor children in common), which may 
result in a corrective bill or may remain if attempts to expand 
the ground to include couples with minor children succeed.

Divorce – Adultery:
The 2018 session is expected to see two related pieces of 
legislation from different sponsors regarding adultery:  1) 
to decriminalize adultery, so it is no longer a misdemeanor; 
and, 2) to eliminate it as a ground for divorce.  On the one 
hand, eliminating adultery as a ground would not prevent a 
spouse from raising the circumstances that contributed to the 
estrangement of the parties, since these are considerations for 
a monetary award and alimony.  Nor would it prevent a parent 
from raising adultery in a custody case if it resulted in harm to 
the child.  On the other hand, adultery is one of few grounds 
for divorce that entitle a spouse to file for immediate divorce 
(without waiting period) and without separation.  Eliminating 
one ground invites consideration of all the grounds and whether 
an overall is in order.  To that end, the Legislative Committee 
wants to hear your thoughts about these anticipated bills and 
about updating the grounds for divorce generally.  Please send 
your thoughts to Lindsay Parvis:  lparvis@draggalaw.com.

Parenting and Custody:
The Commission on Child Custody and Decision-Making drafted 
a model custody statute, which was introduced in substantially 
similar form in the 2015 session.  It was unsuccessful in the 
2012, 2016, and 2017 sessions.  A version of the model custody 
statute is expected be introduced again in the 2018 session, likely 
updated to reflect recent legislative and caselaw developments 
regarding third parties and parent disability in custody cases.

As ever, legislation proposing a presumption for joint physical 
and joint legal custody will inevitably be reintroduced this 
session.  The FJLSC continues to oppose a presumption.

Marriage:
Since 2016, there have been multiple failed attempts by 
Delegate Vanessa Atterbeary to pass legislation increasing the 
minimum age to marry in Maryland. The 2017 session saw two 
such attempts:  1)  to increase the minimum age from 15 to 18 
years old, with exceptions for 16 and 17 year olds who have 
parental or guardian consent and meet other qualifications; 
and, 2) to increase the minimum age from 15 to 18 years old, 
without exceptions.  In 2017, the second of the two passed 
the House, crossed over to the Senate, passed the Senate with 
amendments, landing and dying in Conference Committee 
without resolving the differences.  It is anticipated that these 
efforts will be renewed in 2018.  Increasing the minimum age 
to marry is important for public policy reasons – because it can 
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Beverly A. Groner Award
By: Samantha P. Rodier, Esquire

(continued on page 11)

Each year during the MSBA Family Law Section annual meeting 
in Ocean City, Section Counsel recognizes with the Beverly 
Groner Award an attorney who has served the Maryland legal 
community through his or her dedication to the practice of 
family law, exemplifying the highest professional standards 
during a distinguished career.  The 2017 recipient of the 
Beverly Groner Award was the Honorable William O. Carr.

As a matter of tradition, his Honor was announced at the June 
meeting by the past year’s winner, Christopher W. Nicholson.  
While Mr. Nicholson remarked on many of Judge Carr’s various 
roles and accomplishments throughout his career, he emphasized 
the impossible task of attempting to list them all by sharing an 
anecdote about his first trip up to Harford County early in his 
career.  Having been dispatched to attend a Friday afternoon 
Pre-Trial Conference before Judge Carr, he recalled being 
informed by a senior partner to take the Judge seriously as was 
practically the “Mayor of Bel Air."  In preparing his remarks for 
the annual meeting, and attempting to cull the list of his Honor's 
accolades to share, Mr. Nicholson was pleasantly surprised 
to confirm that Judge Carr did, in fact, serve as the Mayor of 
the Town of Bel Air in the early eighties.  The list goes on.    

Upon receiving the Groner Award Judge Carr addressed the 
Family Law Section membership, acknowledging that Family 
Law attorneys, in his opinion and for many reasons, are typically 
tasked with the most difficult cases in the Court system.  Our 

clients are at often good people their very worst and require 
a great deal of management. The subject matter of our cases 
is often difficult and at times depressing. The outcomes of 
our cases directly impact individuals and their children in 
significant and ongoing ways.  The work is inherently stressful.  
The increase in the pace of the practice of family law as a 
result of technological advances, going from snail mail and fax 
machines to twitter and text messages in a matter of years, has 
only remarkably compounded that stress.  Considering these 
challenges unique to our practice, Judge Carr shared with the 
audience, comprised mostly of family law attorneys, four tenets 
that he felt successful family law attorneys adhere to, as follows:

1. Establish a relationship with the client early, 
building the appropriate and necessary trust and 
confidence to enable the client to make decisions 
and guide a case toward resolution when possible.

2. Set the client's expectations early.  Despite the 
fact that the Court system is adversarial, make it 
clear that you will not make a practice of treating 
opposing counsel or the opposing party as a 
bitter adversary - civility is key to one's sanity. 

3.  Just because you can (file a Motion, etc.), does not mean you 
should.  Do not be afraid to exercise professional judgment.

4. Regularly utilize and rely on mentors to grow your 
understanding of the law and utilize the Family 
Law Section in particular to make those contacts 
that will  assist  you throughout your career.

In closing Judge Carr recalled having had the opportunity to meet 
and know Beverly A. Groner as a result of his involvement in the 
Section and humbly thanked the Section for acknowledging him in 
the tradition of her impactful service to the practice of family law. 

Judge Carr's contributions to the practice of Family law are 
extensive and too lengthy to list in full herein. An integral part 
of the family law system in Harford County, and across the 
State of Maryland, for decades, Judge Carr was appointed to 
the bench in 1984 he served as both the Administrative Judge 
of the Circuit Court for Harford County (1986-2015) and the 
Chief Judge of the Third Judicial Circuit (Baltimore and Harford 
Counties) for many years.  Prior to ascending to the bench 
Judge Carr served as a Master-Examiner in Chancery. At the 
state level, Judge Carr is currently a member of the Maryland 
State Bar Association Board of Governors and a fellow of the 
Maryland Bar Foundation.  His Honor is also a past recipient of 
the Family Violence Counsel Outstanding Achievement Award, 
the Maryland Legal Services Corporation Arthur W. Machen, 
Jr. Award, and the Daily Record Maryland Leadership in Law 
Award.  Judge Carr currently serves on the Board of Directors 
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Marrying Minors – More than Meets the Eye
By:  Lindsay Parvis

Lindsay serves as Chair of the Legislative Committee of the Family & Juvenile Law Section and 
serves on its Section Council.  She has represented clients in Maryland family law matters since 

2002 and has volunteered her time in the Maryland General Assembly since 2005.

Lindsay serves as Chair of the Legislative Committee 
of the Family & Juvenile Law Section and serves on its 
Section Council.  She has represented clients in Maryland 
family law matters since 2002 and has volunteered her 
time in the Maryland General Assembly since 2005.
 

Legal Background:
Currently, Maryland Family Law Article §2-301 allows 
minors to marry under the following circumstances:
• A 16 or 17 year old, either:

◊ With the parents’ or guardians’ consent and swearing 
that the person is aged 16 or older; or,

◊ Without consent, but with a medical certificate that the 
bride is pregnant or has given birth.

• A 15 year old if s/he has the consent of a parent or guardian 
and provides the marriage licensing clerk a medical 
certificate that the bride is pregnant or has given birth.  

 
A person under the age of 15 years may not marry.
 
Since 2016, there have been multiple failed attempts to pass 
legislation increasing the minimum age to marry in Maryland.  
This did not pique my interest until I was assigned a case for 
facilitation/settlement, involving a married minor requesting 
a divorce.  The case did not settle, perhaps because of my 
preoccupation with whether the minor had standing to sue 
for his/her own divorce.  Leading me to discover that…
 
Marriage for minors is fraught with legal and public policy pitfalls.
 
From the public policy perspective, marriage can be used to disguise 
human trafficking and to conceal abuse, domestic violence, 
neglect, and rape of the minor – either by the spouse or parents.  
Troubling in its own right…and a subject for another article.
 
From the legal perspective, the pitfalls are many:
 

Emancipation and Legal Capacity:
Marriage is not an emancipation event.  Maryland lacks a formal 
emancipation procedure or statute for minors.  A minor does 
not attain all the capacity, rights, powers, privileges, duties, 
liabilities, and responsibilities of an adult until reaching the 
age of majority, which is 18 years old in Maryland (General 
Provisions §1-401). Until then, as it pertains to legal age and 
capacity, a minor is a person under the age of 18 (General 
Provisions §1-103).  Age, not marriage, is the triggering event. 
 
Marriage may confer certain rights on a minor if provided by 

statute. For example, a married minor can consent to medical 
treatment (Health General II §20-102(a)), and a married minor 
has expanded rights with respect to driver’s license applications 
(Transportation §16-107(a)) and ownership of real property 
(Estates and Trusts §13-503(a)).  Marriage is an emancipating 
event for child support purposes if the child has reached the age of 
18 but not yet graduated high school (General Provisions §1-401).
 
This  means that  a  marr ied minor  lacks  capaci ty 
t o  c o n t r a c t .   C o n s i d e r  t h a t  f o r  a  m o m e n t .  
 
Does a married minor have the right to…Open a bank account?  
Apply for credit?  Apply for a job? To establish an estate 
plan (including power of attorney and healthcare directive)?

(continued on page 12)
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For the past several years, a team of experienced family law 
practitioners and judges from throughout Maryland, along 
with University of Baltimore School of Law faculty, have 
worked together on an exciting project, led by the Sayra 
and Neil Meyerhoff Center for Families, Children and the 
Courts.  They have developed the nation’s first Post-J.D. 
Certificate in Family Law.  The program addresses a critical 
gap in the preparation of attorneys for the complex challenges 
they face in the practice of family law. This fall, the law 
school plans to offer the first two courses in the program.

This innovative, practice-based certificate is designed 
to meet a critical need for an enhanced and in-depth 
family law curriculum. The program exemplifies the UB 
School of Law’s commitment to cutting-edge offerings 
in family law and to family law education reform.

The Post-J.D. Certificate in Family Law addresses a growing 
demand for a family law curriculum that offers a holistic blend of 
theory and practice, as I described in an article in 55 Family Court 
Review 59 (January 2017). In the last few decades, the volume 
of family law cases has increased dramatically in jurisdictions 
nationwide. In 2015, nearly half—43 percent—of trial court 
filings in Maryland consisted of family law cases, exceeding 
the proportion of criminal and other civil cases. With a rise in 
self-represented litigants, and taking into consideration the multi-
dimensional health and social issues experienced by families in 
crisis, family law cases have become more complex and more 
consequential. In addition, the present shift away from family 
law litigation toward alternative dispute resolution requires 
that family law attorneys gain an interdisciplinary education. 

The framework of J.D. study cannot support this necessary 
level of depth and hands-on practice.  Further, our market 
research has indicated that many law firms are enthusiastic 
about a program designed to help associates sharpen their 
skills and deepen their practice in the family law area. 

The Post-J.D. Certificate in Family Law is intended for both 
new attorneys beginning to practice family law and for attorneys 
seeking to add family law expertise to their practice areas. Many 
attorneys complete the J.D. unaware that family law is likely to 
comprise a significant portion of their practice. The program’s 
developers have sought to design a course of study that provides 
the skills and knowledge attorneys can use immediately in 
their practice, while it also covers the full range of issues 
attorneys are likely to confront in the practice of family law. 

Students can complete the 16-credit program over 12 months or 
on a per-course basis. Faculty for the first year of the program 
are experienced, practicing attorneys and judges, with support 
from UB School of Law full-time faculty, thereby bringing 
decades of real-world insights and experience to the classroom. 

Coursework and faculty for the first year are listed below.  While the 
application deadline for fall admission is August 1, we are accepting 
and reviewing applications on a rolling basis until courses are filled:
• Fall 2017 classes:  Psychology, Child Development 

and Mental Health in Family Law Matters (3 credits), 
taught by Stacey Rice, Esq., Brassel, Alexander and Rice, 
Annapolis, MD; and Financial Foundations for Family 
Lawyers (3 credits), taught by Hadrian N. Hatfield, Esq., 
Shulman Rogers Gandal Pordy and Ecker, Potomac, MD.

• Spring 2018 classes: The Craft of Problem-Solving 
and Advocacy in Family Law (3 credits), taught by 
Joan Little, Esq., Maryland Legal Aid, Baltimore, MD; 
and  Understanding the Business of Practicing Family 
Law (3 credits), taught by Leslie G. Billman, Esq., 
Trainor, Billman, Bennett & Milko LLP, Annapolis, MD.

• Summer 2018 capstone: Working Through a Family 
Law Case—Start to Finish (4 credits), taught by 
Richard Jacobs, Esq., Hooper & Jacobs, LLC, Towson, 
MD; and Hon. Ann Sundt (Ret.), Garrett Park, MD. 

The University of Baltimore School of Law is recognized for 
its commitment to supplementing student learning with the 
practical application of family law through clinical courses 
and experiential offerings, as well as through interdisciplinary 
requirements for its Family Law Area of Concentration. 

The Post-J.D. Certificate in Family Law is housed in the 
University of Baltimore School of Law’s Sayra and Neil 
Meyerhoff Center for Families, Children and the Courts, a 
nationally renowned center of advocacy, legal education and 
community-based action dedicated to transforming the family 
justice system, improving family courts, and connecting courts 
to communities. CFCC works to ensure that the practice of 
family law in Maryland, the nation, and around the world 
improves the lives of families and the health of communities.

For more information about the Post-J.D. Certificate 
in Family Law or to apply online, visit the program’s 
w e b s i t e  a t  u b a l t . e d u / f a m i l y l a w c e r t ,  o r  c o n t a c t 
P r o f e s s o r  B a r b a r a  B a b b  ( b b a b b @ u b a l t . e d u ) .

Strengthening the Practice of Family Law:  
New Post-J.D. Certificate in Family Law at the 

University of Baltimore School of Law
By: Barbara Babb, Associate Professor, University of Baltimore School of Law
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(continued on page 13)

What to Know When a Valuation Expert May Be Required

From an outsider’s perspective, the issues that revolve around 
family law are incredibly complex. A good attorney understands 
and can balance the roles of an advocate, therapist, and advisor 
and must also have a thorough understanding of the various 
financial aspects that may play an integral part in the case, for 
example, wealth management, forensic accounting, income 
taxes and business valuation just to name a few.  These are not 
usually in their repertoire; therefore, many family law attorneys 
seek to find financial experts that are willing to educate them. 
Nonetheless, attorneys should make sure they obtain a minimum 
understanding of the following information to determine if and 
when an expert should be engaged.

Is a valuation necessary?

When first learning about a case, the family law attorney will 
probably only have a minimal understanding of the business that 
needs to be appraised.   Depending on which party you represent, 
the client may claim that the business is priceless or worthless. 
When this occurs, it is important for the attorney to know the 
potential cost of a valuation and whether a valuation will be 
worthwhile. Having little experience with business valuations, 
it will be beneficial to gain a basic understanding of the different 
types of valuation reports and the benefits and cost of each.   This 
can be accomplished by simply calling a few local financial 
experts.  It is not uncommon for clients to be hesitant to expend 
the money especially if there isn’t enough value to justify the 
cost. Having knowledge of valuation methods will allow you 
to determine if a valuation will result in enough value. This can 
be done with an initial examination of the company's financial 
statements.  Afterwards, the attorney should have a discussion 
with the valuation expert before the engagement is undertaken. 
This is an appropriate time to discuss the potential worth of the 
business, the timeline for when the report will be produced, and 
also expectations for the availability of information.

How to choose an expert

If you have not worked with a valuation expert previously, 
it is important to understand how to find one that is qualified 
and experienced. Typically, valuation professionals have some 
combination of formal education, professional education, and 
experience. Formal education generally relates to an accounting, 
finance or economics degree. Additionally, professional 
organizations provide training and award credentials such as 
the Certified Valuation Analyst (CVA), Accredited in Business 
Valuation (ABV) or Accredited Senior Appraiser (ASA). 
Furthermore, it is important to know if the valuation expert 
has is experienced enough and if they have experience with 
the litigation process. The most crucial element to choosing an 
expert is to find a valuation professional that can articulate their 

analysis and the reasonableness of their findings.   Explaining 
an expert report in a clear and concise manner will not only 
help develop a stronger case, but will also help the trier of fact 
understand the report and the conclusion of value should the 
case goes to trial.

Document Requests

Although attorneys have experience requesting documents 
through the discovery process, many times a valuation analyst 
will need documents that are different than those typically 
requested. As a result, it is useful to consult a valuation 
professional early on to discuss their needs. Simply disclosing 
an expert and not consulting with them can result in a valuation 
analyst performing work without the necessary information. 
If you are contemplating expert analyses beyond business 
valuations, consider the documents necessary for a forensic 
investigation or to prove income and expenditure amounts. 
Gathering this documentation early is cost effective for the 
engagement and also expedites the preparation of the expert 
report and allows the analyst to be more efficient. 

Type of Reports

As discussed earlier, the cost of a valuation is a common obstacle 
when convincing a client to have one performed. In order to 
manage costs, it is important to understand the deliverable 
options a valuation expert can provide. In many cases, the 
most expensive option can be more than double the cost of the 
cheapest option. Additionally, certain types of valuations can be 
more persuasive in a litigation setting. Generally, you will see 
report deliverables such as schedules, summary reports, detailed 
reports, or a litigation report. When considering what report to 
use, you should consider the possible outcome of the case. If 
both parties are amicable and attempting to settle, preparing a 
letter report and schedules can save the client money. However, 
if the case is predicted to go to trial, a more in-depth report will 
hold more weight when testifying. Furthermore, make sure to 
understand the difference between reports showing a calculation 
or conclusion of value. A calculation of value typically costs 
less than a conclusion of value, but parties decide on what 
valuation methods will be used beforehand and the reporting 
requirements are much less stringent. A conclusion of value 
is far more comprehensive in disclosure than a calculation of 
value and examines all relevant methods of valuation when 
determining a value. Calculation of value engagements are 
generally considered in divorce cases for settlement purposes. 

Valuation Approaches

When a valuation is performed, there are many methods within 
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2017 Legislative Update
By:  Lindsay Parvis, Legislative Committee

(continued on page 14)

The 2017 legislative session saw the introduction of relatively 
few family law bills, but with a surprising number passing 
(especially as compared with 2016).  Subject to veto by the 
Governor until May 30 (which is not anticipated), the following 
bills passed into law and go into effect October 1, 2017:

Divorce:
HB793:  Family Law – Divorce – Restoration of Former Name 
Revises Family Law Article §7-105, to allow a party to request 
restoration of a former name up to 18 months after the Judgment 
of Absolute Divorce/divorce decree is granted, without requiring 
the formal name change process of Maryland Rule 15-901.  
Currently, a spouse who took on the other party’s name during 
the marriage may be restored to any former name if the party no 
longer wishes to use the name, the name change is requested in 
the divorce, and the request is not for any illegal, fraudulent, or 
immoral purpose.  Under existing law, this request must be made 
and granted at the time of the divorce and entry of the Judgment 
of Absolute divorce, not after.  HB793 merely extends the time 
to 18 months from the date of the divorce.  Under current and 
the new law, the request must be made by the party seeking the 
name change for her- or himself.  One spouse may not request 
a name change for the other spouse.  

Child Support:
HB764:  Requirements for Filial Support – repeal 
Repeals portions of Family Law Article §13-101 through 13-103 
and §13-106 through 13-109.  Under the new law, the court will 
no longer be authorized to require adult children to contribute 
to the expenses of destitute parents who have no means of 
subsistence and cannot be self-supporting due to age or infirmity.  
The provisions of §13-101 regarding support of destitute adult 
children (an adult child who has no means of subsistence and 
cannot be self-supporting due to mental or physical infirmity) 
remain intact.  The sponsor and proponents pointed to the historic 
origins of the original law and Medicare, Medicaid, and Social 
Security making this law obsolete.  

HB926:  Child Support – Health Insurance – Definition 
Revises Family Law Article §12-201, to define “health 
insurance” to include medical, dental, prescription, and vision 
insurance.  Under current child support law (Family Law §12-
204), the child support guidelines shall be calculated using “[a]
ny actual cost of providing health insurance coverage for a child 
for whom the parents are jointly and severally responsible…and 
shall be divided by the parents in proportion to their adjusted 
actual incomes.”  Until now, “health insurance” has not been 
defined.  The sponsor and proponent of HB926 pointed to the 
need for consistency across the state and its many jurisdictions 
when deciding what types of “health” insurances to include in 
the child support guidelines.  While this definitional addition 
may invite argument that a parent not providing those insurances 

should, referring to Family Law Article §12-204, the guidelines 
shall include the “actual cost” of coverage for the child(ren).  Not 
the cost of “available” or “potential” or “possible” coverage.  
However, a separate statute, Family Law Article §12-102, 
empowers the court to order a parent to include the child(ren) 
on “health insurance coverage”, which is defined thereunder.  
So, a reinstatement or expansion of a child’s coverage under 
Family Law Article §12-102 is a separate issue from inclusion 
of the cost of a child’s actual health insurance in the guidelines 
when calculating child support pursuant to Family Law Article 
§12-204.

HB1047:  Child Support – Noncompliance With Court Order 
– License Suspension
Revises the Family Law Article regarding child support 
enforcement’s suspension of different types of licenses of 
obligors who fall behind on child support.  Specifically, driver’s 
licenses as well as business, occupation, and professional 
licenses.  On driver’s licenses:  The new law distinguishes 
between noncommercial and commercial driver’s licenses; 
current law does not.  Currently, the new law allows the office 
of child support enforcement to notify the Motor Vehicle 
Administration/MVA of drivers who fall behind on their child 
support.  HB1097 now sets the timing at noncommercial drivers 
who accumulate 60 days or more of arrears and commercial 
drivers who accumulate 120 days or more of back child support.  
On business/occupation/professional licenses:   Currently, a 
business/occupation/professional license may be suspended 
if the license holder falls behind on child support for 120 
days or more.  The new law entitles the business/occupation/
professional license holder to request an investigation before 
the suspension due to the wrong arrearage amount, suspension 
impeding employment from the primary source of income, 
good faith payments by the obligor, undue hardship either due 
to documented disability resulting in verified inability to work 
or due to inability to comply with the child support order.  If 
any of these exists, the office of child support enforcement 
may not seek suspension of the obligor’s business/occupation/
professional license.  The new law adds additional bases to 
reinstate a suspended business/occupation/professional license 
– for payment of a lump sum equal to four times the monthly 
child support (so, child support/month x 4) or cooperation with 
the office of child support enforcement to enter an earnings 
withholding order with the maximum wage withholding per 
federal law.

Domestic Violence:
HB293:  Family Law – Divorce – Domestic Violence Order 
Repeals Family Law Article §7-103.1.  Presently, §7-103.1 
makes an Interim, Temporary, or Final Protective Order granted 
in a domestic violence proceeding inadmissible evidence in 
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Case Note: Hecht v. Hecht. CSA. No. 0015, September Term 2016
UNREPORTED OPINION

By: Sally B. Gold, Esquire

When does a wife, who earns $115,000.00 annually, and who has 
been married under 10 years (8 years and 2 months) get indefinite 
alimony of $11,000.00 per month and a $300,000.00 award 
of fees (approximately three-quarters of her total fees)?  The 
answer:  When her husband earns $1 million annually, engages 
in a continuous pursuit of hedonistic extracurricular affairs and 
otherwise demeans his wife, is evasive and misleading on the 
stand and concedes that he caused wife to spend more money 
than would reasonably be necessary even in a hotly contested 
divorce.

This unreported decision does certainly give some insight and 
guidance into what constitutes "unconscionable disparity."  
It describes the life of luxury the parties lived:  expensive 
Montgomery County home, luxury cars, lavish vacations, nanny, 
and country club.  Obviously even after paying alimony and 
child support the husband at $1 million could still afford such a 
lifestyle.  The wife although self-supporting at 10 percent of that 
income could not.  Apparently the fact that this was a relatively 
short marriage did not weigh against the wife nor did it appear 
that her income was lower than it might optimally be because 
of any sacrifice that she made for the family.

What I find so reassuring about this decision is that it affirms that 
trial judges for the most part are pretty good judges of character.  
They can and do figure out if one party is pretty much the cause 
of the estrangement and they as required by law consider that 
factor in both alimony and a monetary award.  And it should be 
hardly surprising that the same spouse who lacked respect for 
his wife, demeaned her and violated his marriage vows would lie 
on the stand and be found not credible.  That would be the same 
spouse who caused her to spend an unnecessarily large amount 
of fees at trial and to defend this appeal.  This case also confirms 
what I regularly tell clients:  Don't expect the person you're 
divorcing because you believe she/he is unreasonable, irrational 
and mean-spirited to suddenly in the divorce process become 
reasonable, rational and kind.  Divorces from people like that 
are protracted and expensive.  Fortunately both the trial judge 
and the appellate court recognized that and acted accordingly.  
If you happen to be representing the unreasonable, irrational 
and mean-spirited spouse this case gives you ammunition to 
tell them to cut it out.  Clients need to be on their best behavior 
during the litigation process not their worst.  Courts don't like 
that bad behavior; let your client know that there could be 
significant financial consequences for someone who does not 
take the high road.

Legislative Preview...
(Continued from page 4)

be used to conceal human trafficking, domestic violence, child 
abuse, and statutory rape.  But also for legal reasons.  Marriage 
is not an emancipating event.  A married minor does not have 
legal capacity in most instances, including to file suit on his/her 
own behalf for divorce and protection from domestic violence.  
A next friend (prioritizing the parents, who under current law 
likely consented to the marriage) is required.  Maryland does 
not have an emancipation statute, which could address some of 
these concerns.  Opponents to increasing the minimum age to 
marry to 18 without exception point to minors who wish to marry 
of age military spouses, and so provide benefits for the spouse 
and any children.  We shall see what the 2018 session brings.

Emancipation:
A proposed emancipation statute is expected this session, 
likely dovetailing with an increase in the minimum age to 
marry, even if preserving the right for those under age 18.
 

Domestic Violence:
While not specifically a domestic violence bill, the Rape 
Survivor Family Protection Act a long legislative history 
without passing.  Progressing further in the 2017 than any 
other session – passing both the House and Senate but in 
different forms – the differences went unreconciled and it 
died in Conference Committee.  Not likely in the 2018 session 
with sponsorship announced from both House Speaker Busch 
and Senate President Miller and ongoing efforts of its tireless 
proponents.  The MSBA supported this legislation in 2017.  
If passed, the Act would provide an expedited process for 
terminating rapists’ parental rights, so the child can be raised 
or adopted without the parent’s involvement (and interference).

Please look for legislative updates, debriefs, and post-
session summaries throughout and after the 2018 session 
concludes.  If you are a Section member and wish to 
volunteer for the Legislative Committee, please contact 
its Chair, Lindsay Parvis (lparvis@draggalaw.com). 
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(continued on page 12)

Award...
(Continued from page 5)

for the Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland, is a Member of 
the Foster Care Court-improvement Implementation Committee, 
and is Member of the Editorial Board for Justice Matters.  

Judge Carr understands that family law cases require more than 
legal expertise, and has consistently supported and encouraged 
opportunities for collaboration among professionals with 
diverse skills in order to achieve greater outcomes for families.  
Credited with organizing the Harford County Family Law 
Attorneys Advisory Committee, in doing so Judge Carr brought 
together family law attorneys, representatives from the Office 
of Family Court Services, the Circuit Court Family Law Case 
Coordinators, and representatives from Legal Aid, the Self-
Help Center and the Harford County Bar Foundation, a group 
that continues to meet on a monthly basis to address concerns 
and developments with regard to the practice of Family Law.  
Judge Carr was also integral in the development and expansion 
of the Harford County Office of Family Court Services (OFCS) 
over time.  One of the first entities in the State to offer Divorce 
Education Seminars to litigants starting in 1996, as a result 
of Judge Carr's ongoing prioritization of service for families 
involved in the court system the OFCS currently provides 
a comprehensive continuum of services to more than 600 
Harford County litigants per year, including, but not limited to: 
custody evaluation services, psychological evaluation services, 
Successful Parenting while Families Live Apart Classes for 
parents, support groups for children coping with separation and 
divorce, supervised visitation services, home studies, adoption 
studies, mediation, parent reunification counseling and parent 
coordination services.  Approximately 50% of the population 
assisted by OFCS are pro se litigants, as reported by that Office’s 
Director, Sharon Iannacone.  The Harford County OFCS also 
hosts family law events such as the Ann F. Matikaitis Seminar, 
a full-day interdisciplinary Continuing Education Program 
focused on improving the lives of children in divorce and custody 
litigation, which draws attendees from throughout Maryland 
and neighboring states and recently featured presentations by 
Dr. Marsha Kline Pruett and Dr. Robert Emery, as well as an 
annual Harford County Family Law Conference, both events 
consistently championed by Judge Carr.  Ever a proponent of 
access to justice programs, in 1995 Judge Carr also supported 
the establishment of the Harford County Circuit Court Pro 
Se Assistance Project.  Currently housed in the Circuit Court 
for Harford County, that program currently serves in excess 
of 600 self-represented litigants per month, a majority of 
those individuals seeking assistance in domestic matters.  

In addition to his efforts specific to family law, Judge Carr 
has been involved in other efforts to address issues impacting 
children and families.  He contributed, notably, to the 

scenes from the 
Annual Meeting
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development of the Harford County Child Advocacy Center.  
In operation since 1993, the CAC is an interdisciplinary center 
which brings together Assistant State’s Attorneys, forensic 
interviewers, family advocates, pediatricians, law enforcement 
and other representatives, in order to focus on the investigation 
and intervention of crimes against children.  His Honor has 
also presided over the Harford County Family Recovery Court 
and Juvenile Drug Court and has served on numerous state-
wide committees, including the Child Support Enforcement 
Committee.  An active volunteer, his Honor currently sits 
on the Harford County Bar Foundation board of directors, a 
non-profit providing outreach services to connect residents of 
Harford and Cecil Counties with pro and low-bono counsel 
and administering Judicare Grants while also providing legal 
clinics and workshops.  A significant portion of efforts of 
the Bar Foundation support family law matters.  Judge Carr 
also sits on the Board of the Albert P. Close Foundation, the 
mission of which is giving at-risk Harford County Youth hope 
for the future, and assists the Foundation in raising money 
to fund grants, provide assistance to qualifying programs, 
and provide ongoing financial assistance to the Department 
of Juvenile Services in the form of a discretionary fund.  

There are very few people – attorneys, litigants, or others - who 
have dealt with a family or juvenile law matter in Harford County 

and have not either directly benefitted from, or witnessed the 
benefits of, Judge Carr’s sincere and ongoing efforts to improve 
the legal system for children and families.  Until his retirement 
in June of 2017, he handled the vast majority of settlement 
conferences in Harford County and essentially maintained an open 
door policy for the purpose of hearing child access and custodial 
emergencies as well as ex parte domestic violence matters.  His 
service to the bench and bar have left in indelible impact on the 
family law system.  Luckily he continues to regularly return 
to conduct settlement conferences and mediations in Harford 
County, so plenty of opportunities remain to enjoy Judge Carr's 
depth of knowledge, experience, and candor should you happen 
to be dispatched up north as Mr. Nicholson was back in the day.
  
In receiving the 2017 Beverly Groner Award Judge Carr joins 
a distinguished group of past-recipients including in recent 
years Mr. Nicholson (2016), The Honorable Cynthia Callahan 
(2015), Leslie Billman, Esquire (2014), The Honorable Louise 
Scriviner (2013), and The Honorable Diane O. Leasure 
(2012).  To learn more about the award please visit the MSBA 
Family Law Section Website.  Any member of the section can 
nominate a fellow attorney for consideration and nominations 
are accepted by Section Counsel in the Spring of each year.

Sam practices in Bel Air at Protokowicz & Rodier, P.A.

Award...
(Continued from page 11)

Marrying Minors ...
(Continued from page 6)

 
Perhaps not insurmountable.  But, if combined with an 
abusive spouse, invites coercive control, isolation, and abuse.
 

Access to Justice and Due Process:
What if a married minor wishes to seek protection from domestic 
violence?  Or, divorce?  Can s/he file on his/her own behalf?  
No, because the Maryland Rules of Civil Procedure say so.
 
Maryland Rule 2-202 on “Capacity” requires an “individual 
under disability” to file or defend a suit through a guardian, 
other fiduciary, next friend, by a parent if in the parent’s 
custody, or by other interested person. Rule 1-202 defines, in 
part, an “individual under disability” as an individual under 
the age of 18 years. There is no exception for married minors.
 
Interestingly, “guardian” is defined as a natural or legal 
guardian (Rule 1-202) and pursuant to Family Law §5-203, 
the parents are the joint natural guardians of their minor child.  
This begs the question of whether a married minor is in the 
custody of his/her parent(s) for purposes of Rule 2-202.  If 

so, the custodial parent has one year to institute suit and if 
suit is not filed within one year, then any “person interested in 
the minor” has the right to sue.  If not, through a next friend.
 
Wi th  some except ions ,  Rule  2-202  requi res  the 
next friend to sett le the case,  which may require 
parent approval if the next friend is not the parent.
 
Picarella v. Picarella, 20 Md. App. 499 (1974), is an example 
of a married minor seeking an annulment through a next friend.  
 
Without legal capacity to contract, can a married minor retain 
an attorney?  What if the parents do not support the divorce?  
Or will not file for protection from domestic violence?
 

Emancipation from Parental Control:
To further confuse the issue, certain sources speak of 
“emancipation from parental control” upon marriage.  Specifically:
 

(continued on page 13)
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Marrying Minors ...
(Continued from page 12)

Pumphrey v. Pumphrey, 11 Md. App. 287 (1971), states:  
“While [the child’s] marriage may have emancipated him 
from parental control (see 8 Md. L. Rev. 71), it did not make 
him "self-supporting" within the ordinary sense of that term…
Marriage, majority, and self-support may come at nearly the 
same time but each differs fundamentally from the others.”  
 
Likewise, an informal opinion of the Attorney General dated 
July 3, 1997 states:  “Emancipation by marriage frees the child 
from the control of the parents…Emancipation by marriage 
does not, however, free the child from legal disabilities 
imposed on minors, unless specifically provided by statute.”
 
B u t ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  m a r r i a g e  i s  a n  e m a n c i p a t i n g 
e v e n t  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  i t  l e g a l l y  s o .
 
It is worth noting that at age 16, per Family Law §9-
103, a child aged 16 or older and subject to a custody 
order may file a petition to change custody, proceeding 
in his/her own name without guardian or next friend.
 

Conclusion:
A c c o r d i n g  t o  M a r y l a n d ’ s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Vi t a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s :
• In 2015:  31 minors married
• In 2014:  102 minors married
• In 2013:  102 minors married
• In 2012:  108 minors married
• In 2011:  145 minors married
 

Even if the numbers do not persuade, is marriage among minors 
legally tenable without the protections and benefits of emancipation?  
 
There is a simplicity to the logic of parental consent for 
underage marriage equals parental consent for underage 
divorce.  But, when parental consent more closely resembles 
parental concealment - of abuse, neglect, and worse – this 
puts children at ongoing risk of harm until the age of majority.
 
Additionally, there are legitimate reasons minor(s) wish 
to marry.  Imagine a couple, one of whom enters the 
mil i tary,  deploys,  and wants to marry to provide 
benefits for a minor fiancé(e).  Who may be expecting.
 
It is time to consider:
• I n c r e a s i n g  t h e  m i n i m u m  a g e  t o  m a r r y ;
• Adopting an emancipation statute recognizing 

m a r r i a g e  a s  a n  e m a n c i p a t i n g  e v e n t ;
• Examine whether and at what age minors may file 

for divorce and protection from domestic violence 
(as well as other matters such as custody and child 
support) without a guardian or next friend; and,

• Whether there should be additional scrutiny of marrying minors, 
such as judicial review or court-appointed counsel for the minor. 

We shall see what the 2018 legislative session holds.  
Please look for legislative updates, debriefs, and post-
session summaries throughout and after the 2018 session 
concludes.  To share your thoughts on the issue of married 
minors, feel free to contact me at lparvis@draggalaw.com. 

Valuation Expert...
(Continued from page 8)

an approach that can be utilized. Each of these methods relies 
on different information and has different assumptions. As a 
result, there is a time and a place for each method. It is important 
to understand the basics of each approach, and having this 
knowledge will allow you to know if a valuation is necessary 
as well as how to attack an opposing valuation. Generally, these 
approaches fall into one of three categories: asset, income and 
market categories. 

The asset approach generally considers the company's assets 
and liabilities when determining the value of the business. The 
income approach, however, considers the company's earnings 
from both cash flows and the net income of the business. The 
third category, market approaches, rely on similar business sales 
in the real market place to determine the value of the business. 

Depending on the company’s business, a valuator will choose 
the appropriate approach and method. For example, asset 
approaches are typically useful in real estate holding companies 
or very asset-intensive businesses, while income approaches are 
generally used for companies who derive most of their revenues 
from the services they provide.

Hidden Manipulations

When evaluating a business prior to engaging an expert, it is 
important to consider any hidden manipulations. Some of these 
manipulations may be easy to spot through glaring irregularities, 
such as a business struggling within a few months of the non-
monied spouse filing for divorce. However, the underlying 

(continued on page 14)
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Legislative Update...
(Continued from page 9)

divorce proceedings.  Additionally, §7-103.1 prevents a court 
from considering compliance with a protective order as grounds 
for a limited or absolute divorce.  This means (in theory, though 
not in this writer’s practice) that a person who stays away from 
and ceases cohabitation with a spouse pursuant to a year-long 
protective order could stop the court from considering this a 
12-month separation or 12-month desertion.  Effective October 
1, 2017, §7-103.1 will no longer be the law.  Section 7-103.1 
may streamline or even save victims of domestic violence from 
relitigating the abuse, if proven in the underlying domestic 
violence case, when having to prove cruelty and excessively 
vicious conduct grounds in the subsequent divorce case.  It 
will be interesting to see how prior evidence and findings in the 
domestic violence case will be received and used by the judge 

reason may be difficult to identify. For example, the company 
may have started paying rent to a friend of the spouse or the new 
girlfriend/boyfriend was recently placed on the payroll with full 
benefits. Having an understanding of how these manipulations 
occur will make it easier for you to determine if the business 
is truly struggling or whether you should engage a valuation/
forensic expert to analyze the existence and the extent of these 
manipulations. Typically, a valuation analyst examines the trend 
of the business when valuing a company. These procedures can 
be done through a management interview or forensic accounting 
procedures if deemed necessary.

Depositions and Trial

If opposing counsel has engaged a financial expert, it may be 
worthwhile to consult a valuation professional of your own. 
They can review the opposing expert’s opinion and assist you 
in preparing deposition and/or cross examination questions. 
Furthermore, you should discuss the strengths and weaknesses 
of both valuation opinions. Even if an opposing expert is not 
engaged, discussions with a valuation expert can assist you when 
dealing with the business owner. It is not always necessary to 
have a valuation professional perform a valuation in order to 
add value to your case. 

Overall, as you encounter more business appraisals, the 
importance and relevance of the valuation process becomes 
quickly apparent.   However, until the familiarity reaches a 
certain level, find a valuation professional you are comfortable 
working with and one that is willing to educate so you understand 
what they do and why they do it. The more general knowledge 
you obtain about business valuations, the easier it will be to 

determine if they add value to your case.

Robert W. Carter, MS, CPA, CVA, CFE, CEPA
Mr. Carter joined Hertzbach in 2007 and exclusively manages 
the Litigation, Forensics and Valuation Department. He 
graduated from Stevenson University with a B.S. in Business 
Administration, focusing primarily in Finance and his Master’s 
Degree from the University of Baltimore in Accounting and 
Business Advisory Services. He has earned the Certified 
Valuation Analyst designation from the National Association of 
Certified Valuators and Analysts, the Certified Public Accountant 
designation from the State of Maryland, and the Certified Fraud 
Examiner designation from the Association of Certified Fraud 
Examiners. He currently serves on the Advisory Council for the 
Association of Certified Fraud Examiners and is the President 
of the Maryland/DC Chapter of the National Association of 
Certified Valuators. He focuses on valuation and forensics for 
marital dissolutions among other specialties.

Courtney A. Moore, MS, CPA, CVA, CFE
Ms. Moore joined Hertzbach in 2009 works in the Litigation, 
Forensics and Valuation Department. She graduated from 
Stevenson University with a B.S. in Accounting and earned 
her Master’s Degree from Stevenson University in Forensic 
Studies with a concentration in Accounting. She has earned 
the Certified Valuation Analyst designation from the National 
Association of Certified Valuators and Analysts, the Certified 
Public Accountant designation from the State of Maryland, and 
the Certified Fraud Examiner designation from the Association 
of Certified Fraud Examiners. She currently is the Treasurer of 
the Maryland Chapter of the National Association of Certified 
Valuators and Analysts.

Valuation Expert...
(Continued from page 13)

in the later divorce case.

HB294:  Public Safety – Regulated Firearms – Definition of 
Convicted of a Disqualifying Crime
While not overtly a domestic violence bill, HB293 revises 
Public Safety Article §5-101(b-1)(2)(i) so that if a person who 
receives a probation before judgment for second degree assault 
that is a “domestically related crime” (as defined in Criminal 
Procedure Article §6-233) is disqualified from owning a firearm.  
Domestically related crimes generally are crimes against a 
person who would be eligible for a domestic violence protective 
order.  Under current domestic violence law, the respondent/

(continued on page 15)
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Legislative Update...
(Continued from page 14)

◊ SB378/HB1191:  Clerk of Court - Prohibition Against 
Ruling

Notably, HB749 on Pets passed the House and received an 
unfavorable Senate JPR report by a narrow 6-to-5 vote, giving 
hope for next session.  The FJLSC supported this bill.

HB803/SB900 would have defined and added harassment and 
malicious destruction of property to the categories of abuse 
involving Protective Orders.

HB1297 would have added Best Interest and Child Advocate 
Attorneys to the category of “Petitioners” entitled to file a 
Petition for Protection from Domestic Violence on behalf of a 
child client.  The FJLSC opposed this bill.

SB574/HB428 (Rape Survivor Family Protection Act) 
progressed farther than in any prior Session, passed in each 
chamber in different forms, and died in Conference Committee 
without reconciling the differences before session ended.  One 
hopes that this bodes well for resolving the differences over 
the summer and promptly passing next session.  The FJLSC 
supported this bill.

HB955 would have raised the age of majority until graduation 
from postsecondary education or age 23 if not completed 
postsecondary education.  The FJLSC opposed this bill.

HB508 – the Commission Bill – would have established a rubric 
for determining parenting time and legal decision making.  The 
FJLSC supported this bill.

HB905 would have established a presumption of joint physical 
and legal custody, with approximately equal parenting time.  The 
FJLSC opposed this bill.

If you are interested in volunteering on the Legislative 
Committee, please contact Deena (dhausner@hruthmd.org) or 
Rich Trunnell (rich@trunnelllawfirm.com).

The Legislative Committee thanks its co-chairs,  
Deena Hausner and Rich Trunnell, and volunteers:
Keith Schiszik
Leslie Billman
Paul Reinstein
Stephanie Fink
Samantha Rodier
Peter Markuski
Jim Milko

Ralph Sapia
Craig Little
Lorraine Prete
Kristine Howanski
Lindsay Parvis
Chris van Roden

alleged abuser must relinquish any firearms while the protective 
order is in place.  This law applies to persons charged with crimes 
arising from the domestic violence and prevents them, under 
certain circumstances, from owning firearms.

Noteworthy bills that did NOT pass:

• To raise the minimum age requirement to marry in Maryland
◊ HB484:  Family Law – Marriage – Age Requirements
◊ HB799:  Family Law – Marriage – Age Requirements

• On child custody and/or visitation
◊ HB508:  Child Custody – Legal Decision Making and 

Parenting Time (a/k/a Commission bill)
◊ HB636/SB10:  Child Custody and Visitation – Deployed 

Parents
◊ HB812/SB1032:  Family Law – Grandparent Visitation
◊ SB368:  Child Custody - Legal Decision Making and 

Parenting Time
◊ SB905:  Legal Decision Making and Parenting Time - 

Shared Parenting Time for Family Equality Act
• On divorce

◊ HB749:  Annulment and Divorce - Property Disposition 
– Pets

◊ SB499:  Family Law - Divorce on Grounds of Mutual 
Consent - Court Appearance

• On domestic violence
◊ HB803/SB900:  Domestic Violence – Education and 

Definition of Abuse
◊ HB1057:  Family Law – Domestic Violence – Permanent 

Final Protective Orders
◊ HB1297:  Domestic Violence – Petitioner – Attorney 

for Child
◊ SB574/HB428:  Family Law - Child Conceived Without 

Consent - Termination of Parental Rights (Rape Survivor 
Family Protection Act)

• On support
◊ HB812/SB655:  Horse Racing – Prizes – Intercepts for 

Restitution and Child Support Payments
◊ HB955:  Family Law – Age of Majority – Jurisdiction 

of Court
◊ HB1247:  Family Law – Child Support Actions – Court 

Costs
◊ HB1248:  Child Support Guidelines – Presumption of 

Full-Time Work at Minimum Wage Rate
◊ SB79/HB15:  Family Law – Destitute Adults – 

Extraordinary Medical Expenses for Developmental 
Disabilities and Civil Action

◊ SB1095:  Family Law – Child Support – Custody and 
Visitation

• On procedure
◊ SB250:  Civil Proceedings - Continuances Agreed to 

by All Parties
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