
Construction Law Section Council Meeting 
March 6, 2018 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome 
 

a. 6:10 p.m. - Mike Schollaert called the meeting to order  
 

b. Attendance - Mike Schollaert, Lisa Sparks, Kevin Kelehan, Anthony Vittoria, Ted 
Dunlap, John Prisbe and Lucas Webster.  Jennifer Taff, Matt Hjortsberg, Robin 
Banks, Teddie Arnold, Mike Skojec, David Applefeld, Daniel Scherr, Darren 
Burns, Robert Dashiell and Emily Brennan attended by telephone. 

 
c. Michael Schollaert stated that in April we will do a meeting by telephone, the 

May meeting will be in person, and June will be the final meeting/dinner or other 
event.  Council turns over July 1. 

 
2. Review of the February 6, 2018 meeting minutes was conducted.  The minutes were 

moved to be approved as submitted, the motion was seconded and carried unopposed. 
 

3. Treasurer’s Report – Given by Ted Dunlap.  Overall budget of approximately $5,700.  
$4,700 of that is allocated to meals and $1,000 is allocated to programs.  The Aegis 
sponsorship from the AIA program is being transmitted to Michael Schollaert and he 
will coordinate delivery of that to Monica Henderson at MSBA.   

 
4. Programs Update   

 
a. Spring Program.  Matt Hjortsberg and Bob Dashiell provided the report.  The 

program will be held on April 17, at the Judicial Conference Center in Annapolis.  
Confirmed speakers are Lt. Governor Boyd Rutherford, Phil Andrews, Scott 
Livingston and Michael Mullin from the Baltimore City Law Department.  Bob 
Dashiell has set a reminder to coordinate with the food vendor for a potential 
count of attendees shortly prior to the program, but otherwise the program is 
ready to go.  Bob Dashiell will also serve as moderator of the program.  Jennifer 
Taff advised that Peter Sheehan from the Administrative Law Section has given 
authorization to transfer $1,000 from their funds to co-sponsor the program.  
John Prisbe discussed video recording with Veritext/Gore Brothers and they have 
agreed to do so.  A DVD of the program would be provided to us, but they may 
not host the video on line themselves.  The speakers need to be advised as to the 
recording aspect of it and whether they would agree to that.  Bob Dashiell will 
discuss it with Boyd Rutherford and Michael Mullin and verify that video 
recording is acceptable to them.  Lt. Governor Rutherford already advised he had 
no objection to the recording.  The decision was made to give Bob Dashiell until 
Friday, March 9, to confirm it with the other speakers and then go forward.  Mike 
Schollaert to circulate an invite for the program to all Council members.  Lucas 
Webster advised that the MSBA had created a flyer for the program and it was 



circulated amongst the Council for comment.  Lucas Webster advised he still 
needs the MSBA to create the on-line registration link, but will start promoting 
the program as soon as that is completed. 
 

b. Annual Meeting Program.  Report was given by Lisa Sparks.  She had contacted 
Andrew Runge from RS&F and he agreed to sponsor the program for $1,000 and 
participate in the program as well.  We also were given the Thursday morning 
slot we had hoped for, and will be able to do a hot breakfast with the program.  
The program will run two and a half hours.  Logistically, the next steps to be 
taken by Lisa Sparks and Michael Schollaert will be to coordinate with the 
speakers for an agenda and presentation outline.  The False Claims Act is the 
topic, with Shelly Martin of the Maryland OAG's office False Claims Unit, Tom 
Corcoran from the US Attorney’s Office, and Lori Lang from Peckar and 
Abramson.  Darren Burns asked which building we would be in and whether we 
could get into the room the night before.  Lisa Sparks to follow up on that.  The 
MSBA has a block of hotel rooms reserved for speakers, and if need be we can 
work with the speakers to provide accommodations.  Thought was given towards 
some kind of beverage for the program or some kind of gift for the attendees.  
Thought was also given towards a logo or banner promoting the Section.  Ted 
Dunlap advised that RTI has a graphics department and could help prepare 
something.  The idea would be to develop an electronic brand/logo for the 
Section which it could use on future Section activities/publications. 

 
c. Spring Happy Hour.  Report from Emily Brennan.  May 10 is the date.  

Everything is all set up, with Emily Brennan working with the VSB folks for the 
registration link.  Promotion can begin shortly.  $10 fee for admission, which gets 
2 drink tickets and appetizers as well as free parking.  Baker Donelson and 
Peckar and Abramson each contributing $500.  VSB can register their members 
through their website.  Emily has marketing materials to provide to Lucas for 
promotion.  Start time for the event was planned for 4:00. 

 
5. Committee Reports: 

 
a. Legislative & Case Law –  Pat Madigan provided a written report.  No major 

issues or legislative developments currently.  He did provide written summaries of 
cases and other information to include on our website.  Lucas Webster to work on 
that and also to provide the materials to Darren Burns and Teddie Arnold for 
inclusion within the Section’s LinkedIn page. 
 

b. Programs – were covered above. 
 
c. Membership – John Prisbe and Kevin Kelehan gave the report.  Kevin Kelehan 

has a list of the Section’s members and sorted it by County.  John Prisbe then took 
that and compiled a count by County.  Kevin Kelehan wants to use this to target 
the local and specialty bars in various regions to try and recruit additional 
members.  Also to make sure the list reflects current participants.  Based on 



population, Michael Schollaert suggested we should be hosting more events in 
Montgomery County and also looking to recruit more Council members from that 
jurisdiction as well. 

 
d. Judicial Education – Dan Scherr provided the report.  No updates from last 

month.  Focus needs to be given on potential topics, such as Little Miller Act, 
prompt payment act and construction trust fund as well as warranty issues.  Dan 
Scherr also mentioned that many of the judges attending are at the District Court 
level and so consideration should be given to topics that would address cases they 
see.  Warranty, payment disputes, and general contract actions would be more 
applicable and potentially appealing/meaningful to them. 

 
e. Communication – Teddie Arnold and Darren Burns talked about LinkedIn.  Items 

are being posted but they would like more activity/responses to postings.  It could 
be a good source of information for the Section’s members but it requires activity.  
Reminder and encouragement was given to all to use LinkedIn, post to the site, 
and review postings to keep the content alive/current/active.  Mike Schollaert 
suggested that Darren Burns or Teddie Arnold at the next meeting do a 
demonstration, perhaps through WebEx, of how to post to LinkedIn to educate the 
Council. 

 
Lucas Webster also reported on the website, saying that it needs some updating 
but the MSBA has been going through their transition and response time has been 
a little delayed.  He will be updating it with the upcoming Bid Protest Program 
and also the Spring Happy Hour event, as well as starting the regular promotional 
emails to the Section’s members. 
 

f. Government Contracts – covered above for the Bid Protest program. 
 
g. Nominating Committee – Michael Schollaert provided the report and stated that 

he, Matt Hjortsberg and Robin Banks have been working to establish the slate and 
are on track to have more information at the next meeting.  Robin Banks stated 
the slate is to go out next month (April), after being announced at the Council 
meeting.  It is then emailed to the Section membership for comment, additional 
nominations, and write in candidates.  The vote on the slate occurs in June, and 
likely will be allowed by email.  Solicitation to all to provide any potential 
nominees was made by Michael Schollaert.  The Section desires to add new 
people and additional diversity. 

 
8. Old Business – None 
 
9. New Business 
 

a. Annual Dinner.  Emily Brennan and Robin Banks talked about potential locations in 
Baltimore to host the event.  Emily Brennan found a venue where the participants 
cook their own dinner under the guidance of chefs.  Price is likely around $70 per 



person, and alcohol is excluded (attendees are to bring their own).  There was interest 
in pursuing this venue this further and Emily Brennan will do so. 

 
10. Meeting Adjourned 7:03 p.m. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Lucas F. Webster, Secretary 


