
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

(BALTIMORE DIVISION) 

In Re:  

 JAMES ANDERSON, 
 
                               Debtor. 
 

 
Case No.: 17-21733 DER 
Chapter 13 
 
 

  

 
FIRST INTERIM APPLICATION FOR ALLOWANCE OF ATTORNEY’S FEES AND 

COSTS FOR SERVICES PERFORMED TO BE PAID AS AN ADMINISTRATIVE 
PRIORITY CLAIM BY THE CHAPTER 13 TRUSTEE 

 
I. INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
 
 On or about August 29, 2017, the Debtor retained the Applicant to represent him in this 

proceeding. On August 31, 2017, the Debtor commenced this case by filing a “barebones” petition 

for relief under 11 U.S.C. Chapter 13. The Debtor timely filed the balance of his bankruptcy 

petition and proposed Chapter 13 Plan on September 13, 2017.   

 The Applicant has served as counsel to the Debtor throughout the pendency of his case. 

Applicant has not previously petitioned for or been awarded any fees or costs by this Court. 

Applicant seeks compensation for services rendered and costs expended on the Debtor’s behalf 

during the period August 29, 2017, through November 28, 2017 

 Applicant avers that the services performed, which are the subject of this Application, were 

reasonable and necessary in order for the Applicant to achieve a positive result for the Debtor in 

this case. The Applicant was able to stay the foreclosure sale of the Debtor’s real property by filing 

an emergency petition on his behalf just one day before the scheduled sale date. Applicant then 

worked with the Debtor to timely prepare and file the balance of his bankruptcy petition and 
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Chapter 13 Plan. This required Applicant to spend a considerable amount of time working with 

the Debtor to obtain all of the necessary supporting documents which Applicant requires to comply 

with the due diligence requirements under the Bankruptcy Code. As part of the due diligence 

process Applicant reviewed the entire chain of title for the Debtor’s real property to determine the 

nature and extent of his ownership interest in the property. Applicant also had to research the novel 

legal issue of whether or not the Debtor could cure the mortgage arrears on his property even 

though he lacks privity with the mortgagor. For her efforts and the efforts of other legal 

professionals at her Firm, Applicant seeks approval of compensation in the amount of $8,230.10, 

which amount is composed of $7,693.88 in attorneys’ fees and $536.22 in costs.   

II.  SERVICES RENDERED  
 
 In support of this Application, Applicant attaches a detailed list of relevant time records, 

organized according to the category of services rendered, which identify the professionals who 

worked on the case, their hourly rates, the tasks performed and the amount of time spent on each 

such task. See Itemized Schedule of Fees attached hereto as Exhibit A. The names, positions, bar 

admission date, total hours billed, hourly rates, and total amount billed, of all professionals whose 

time is included in this Application are as follows:  

Name Position Bar 
Admission 

Hours Billed Rate Total Value 
of Time 

Suvita Melehy  Attorney 1995 1.40 $337.50 $472.50 
 

Robert Porter Attorney 2003 3.50 $318.75 $1,115.63 

Andrew Balashov 
 

Attorney 2015 42.60 $213.75 $9,105.75 

    TOTAL $10,693.88 
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 The normal and customary rates charged by Applicant’s Firm, Melehy & Associates LLC, 

are $450.00 per hour for Suvita Melehy, $425.00 per hour for Robert Porter, $285.00 per hour for 

Andrew Balashov and $155.00 per hour for paralegals and law clerks. However, in this case, 

Applicant charged the Debtor a negotiated discounted rate of 25% less the Applicant’s Firm’s 

normal and customary rates as reflected above.  

 Petition Preparation and Due Diligence 
 
 This category includes all reasonable and necessary services performed by the Applicant 

to prepare and file the Debtor’s Chapter 13 Petition and Chapter 13 Plan. The services rendered 

include, but are not limited to, (1) meeting with the Debtor to perform the initial review of his 

financial circumstances in order to determine whether he is eligible to file for Chapter 13 

bankruptcy; (2) working with the Debtor to obtain all necessary supporting documents to 

substantiate the information in his petition; (3) reviewing all supporting documents provided by 

the Debtor including paystubs, bank statements, utility bills, collection letters, financial statements, 

car titles, deeds, deeds of trust, and foreclosure documents; and (4) preparing the Debtors’ 

“skeletal” bankruptcy petition; (5) preparing the balance of the Debtor’s schedules, statement of 

financial affairs, statement of current monthly income and Chapter 13 Plan.  

 Preparing for and Attending the 341-Meeting of Creditors  
 
 The services rendered by the Applicant in this category include but are not limited to, (1) 

preparing all supporting documents requested by the Chapter 13 Trustee and sending them to the 

Trustee in advance of the Meeting of Creditors; (2) communicating with and advising the Debtor 

to prepare him for the Meeting of Creditors; (3) communicating with the Trustee on the Debtor’s 
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behalf to request a continuance of the Meeting due to a medical emergency on the part of the 

Debtor; (4) traveling to and representing the Debtor at the Meeting of Creditors; and (4) advising 

the Debtor after the Meeting of Creditors regarding resolution of issues raised by the Trustee at 

the meeting that must be resolved prior to confirmation of the Debtor’s Chapter 13 Plan.  

 Post-Petition Case Management 

 The services rendered by the Applicant in this category include those which are reasonable 

and necessary for the Debtor to comply with the bankruptcy code’s basic requirements and to 

resolve post-petition issues raised by the Chapter 13 Trustee. Specifically, the services performed 

by the Applicant include but are not limited to, (1) preparing and filing two suggestions of 

bankruptcy on behalf of the Debtor to stay the foreclosure sale of his real property and stay a 

collection case against the Debtor pending in state court; (2) communicating with the foreclosure 

attorneys to ensure that the scheduled foreclosure sale of the Debtor’s real property had been 

stayed; (3) reviewing all proofs of claim filed in the case to determine if grounds exist to file an 

objection; (4) preparing and filing the Debtor’s certification attesting to his completion of the post-

petition financial management course; (5) reviewing and responding to the issues raised in the 

Chapter 13 Trustee’s post-creditor’s meeting hearing memorandum; (6) preparing and filing 

amended bankruptcy schedules C and I on the Debtor’s behalf; (7) preparing and filing the 

Amended Disclosure of Compensation of the Attorney for the Debtor; and (9) working with the 

Debtor to prepare a projected Profit and Loss Statement to determine the income and expenses 

associated with his rental property.  

 Employment of Professionals 

  The services rendered by the Applicant in this category include but are not limited to, (1) 
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preparing the First Interim Application for Allowance of Attorney’s Fees and Costs and all 

corresponding support documents; and (2) reviewing time entries and exercising billing judgment 

in deciding to write off certain time entries. 

III. COSTS 

 The Applicant avers that the costs and expenses incurred by the Applicant in this matter, 

which total $536.22, include actual, reasonable and necessary charges for services such as 

photocopies and postage. The applicant charges $0.20 per page to make photocopies which is 

comparable to the rate charged by other professionals and is consistent with the expense guidelines 

promulgated by this Court in Appendix D of the Local Bankruptcy Rules. This charge includes the 

actual cost of making each photocopy as well as a built-in charge for the labor expended to make 

each copy. The Applicant does not bill separately for the labor expended by the Applicant’s Firm’s 

administrative staff to make photocopies. The Applicant charged the Debtor for normal and routine 

first class postage necessary to provide service to all of the Debtor’s creditors and parties in interest 

in the case. The postage costs are the actual costs incurred by the Applicant and no additional 

amount was charged for the time spent by the Applicant’s Firm’s administrative staff to prepare 

and process each piece of outgoing mail. The travel expenses, to the extent they have been charged 

by the Applicant,  are consistent with the government approved per-mile rate and this Court’s 

guidelines as stated in Appendix D of the Local Bankruptcy Rules. The costs sought by the 

Applicant are more particularly described in the itemized Schedule of Costs attached hereto as 

Exhibit B. 
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IV. EXERCISE OF PROFESSIONAL BILLING JUDGMENT BY THE APPLICANT 

 Applicant avers that the fees sought by the Applicant in this case are reasonable and that 

the Applicant has applied her billing judgment in making the determination as to which services 

are properly compensable. When appropriate, Applicant has delegated certain tasks to other legal 

professionals in Applicant’s Firm whose billing rate is less than that of the Applicant. Where 

conferences have occurred between attorneys at the Applicant’s Firm only one attorney’s time has 

been billed for.  Similarly, where more than one attorney at the Applicant’s Firm has reviewed the 

same document in this matter, the Debtor had been billed for only one attorney’s time. During the 

period of time for which compensation is sought, Applicant and other legal professionals at her 

Firm, spent a total of 48 hours working on this matter. Applicant believes this is very reasonable 

especially considering that the Applicant is charging the Debtor a discounted hourly rate of 25% 

less the Applicant’s normal and customary rates. However, the Applicant is seeking 

reimbursement for only 47.50 hours of work. The Applicant discounted .40 hours of her own time 

and .10 hour of time expended by Andrew Balashov, resulting in a total savings to the Debtor of 

$156.38.  

V. EVALUATION STANDARDS 

 Applicant submits that she is entitled to be paid the full amount of fees and expenses sought 

herein based on the factors established in Johnson v. Georgia Highway Express, Inc., 488 F.2d 

714 (5th Cir. 1974), and adopted by the Fourth Circuit in Barber v. Kimbrells, Inc., 577 F.2d 216 

(4th Cir. 1985), and based upon the “Guidelines,” as discussed in detail below:  

 a. Skill Required to Perform the Services Properly: Applicant submits that the skill 

and competency level required of Debtor’s counsel is, at the minimum, the ordinary skill and 
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competence required of experienced bankruptcy attorneys. Only a skilled professional is able to 

gauge what measure and extent of service is reasonable for any particular aspect of representation, 

and is able to control the expenditure of time and money to remain commensurate with, and 

proportional to, the Debtor’s objectives being pursued by counsel.  

 b. Preclusion of Other Employment: Applicant was not denied the opportunity to 

accept representation of other clients as a result of this representation.  

 c. Novelty and Difficulty of Questions: Applicant has not encountered any truly novel 

or difficult questions in the course of rendering service to the Debtor that warrants any deviation 

from the “lodestar” amount.  

 d. Time and Labor Required: The time and labor required of the Applicant in 

connection with her representation of the Debtor is set forth in the time records attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. The amount of compensation sought by the Applicant is the “lodestar” amount, derived 

from the hours actually billed in this matter, and reduced by the Applicant in the exercise of 

Applicant’s billing judgment and the application of a negotiated 25% discount from the 

Applicant’s normal and customary rates, as reflected in the attached Exhibit A. 

 e. The Customary Fee: The hourly rates charged by the Applicant on matters in this 

case, which is a 25% reduction in the Applicant’s Firm’s normal and customary rates, without 

considering the size of the case and the degree of responsibility, difficulty, and complexity, are 

reasonable based upon the customary fees and costs charged and generally approved by this Court 

for services of this nature. In this case, the Applicant is charging substantially less than the market 

rate for attorneys of comparable experience and expertise.  

 f. Fixed or Contingent: The fees charged by the Applicant were determined at an 
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hourly rate, based on the time actually expended working on matters for the Debtor. This matter 

was not undertaken on any arrangement, promise, or expectation other than the anticipation of 

payment for services rendered on an hourly basis, to the extent allowed by this Court.  

 h. Awards in Similar Cases: The compensation sought by Applicant is similar to fee 

awards granted to other attorneys who have acted as counsel to Debtor in cases bearing similarity 

to this case.  

 i. Time Limitations: Applicant was not burdened by any unusual time limitations 

while working on this case.       

 j. Reimbursement of Expenses: The expenses for which Applicant is requesting 

reimbursement reflect the Applicant’s rate of charge for each item listed or the actual amount 

expended by the Applicant on the Debtor’s behalf.  

VI. CONCLUSION  

 Applicant avers that she is entitled to be paid the full amount of compensation sought 

herein, based upon the “lodestar” evaluation factors discussed in Johnson v. Georgia Highway 

Express, Inc., 488 F.2d 714 (5th Cir. 1974), and adopted by the Fourth Circuit in Barber v. 

Kimbrells, Inc., 577 F.2d 216 (4th Cir. 1985). Applicant therefore requests that this Court grant in 

full her Second Application for Allowance of Attorneys’ Fees and Costs and award the Applicant 

the sum of $8,230.10, which amount is composed of $7,693.88 in attorneys’ fees and $536.22 in 

costs.   
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Suvita Melehy   

      Suvita Melehy 
Melehy and Associates LLC 
8403 Colesville Rd., Suite 610 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Telephone:  (301) 587-6364 
Facsimile: (301) 587-6308 
email: smelehy@melehylaw.com 
Attorneys for the Debtor 
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