
 
MARYLAND STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING Minutes 
Thursday, October 25, 2018 

6pm - 8pm 
Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center 

201 Waterfront Street 
Chesapeake Room 1-3 

 National Harbor, MD 20745 
 

 
Meeting began about 15 minutes late due to traffic issues. 
 
I. MINUTES 
 

A. Minutes from September 24, 2018 Board of Governors meeting were approved. 
 

II. EMAIL DISCUSSION LISTS 
 

A. ED provided an overview of the process utilized to revise the rules, and overall 
impressions of comments received during the comment period.  BOG members received 
Executive level summary of comments, spreadsheet indexing of comments, and copies of all raw 
comments received during the comment period for review and consideration during discussion. 
Director of Profession & Practice Advancement, Anna Sholl, led BOG through discussion of 
amendments made to proposed rules as a result of comments and input by Executive Committee 
 

1. Guiding Principles were reviewed and submitted to the BOG for 
discussion. Minor edits were noted. 

2. Etiquette Rules were reviewed and submitted to the BOG for discussion. 
No comments/edits were noted. 

3. General Rules were reviewed and submitted to the BOG for discussion. 
Edits were noted, including adding clarification and examples.  

4. Authority & Control portion was reviewed and submitted to the BOG for 
discussion.  There was significant discussion on this topic, a poll was taken regarding two 
different approaches to this section, and ultimately revisions were adopted to reduce the 
prescriptive nature of the section in favor of a more open ended enforcement provision. 

5. A vote to include edits/amendments discussed during meeting was called, 
and was approved unanimously.  

6. BOG agreed to give authority to Executive Committee to adopt final 
version of rules once all edits/amendments discussed at meeting were completed. 
 
III. REPORT OF THE OFFICERS 

 
A. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

 
1. Discussion re: Mid-Atlantic Bar Conference.  President Truffer reviewed 

the conference, noting that many of the surrounding bars are facing similar issues to that of the 



MSBA. 
 

2. President Truffer gave overview of Al Capone play, written by Paul Mark 
Sandler.  Attorneys and local politicians, including Attorney General, Brian Frosh, Esq. and 
former Governor Robert Erlich, will be cast in the play.  The play is scheduled for May 18, 2019 
@ Stevenson University, and proceeds will be benefit selected charity. The Maryland Access to 
Justice Commission was proposed as the selected charity, and this was approved by the BOG. 
 

3. Nomination for vacancy in the 7th Circuit, due to elevation of Debbie 
Potter to MSBA Secretary, Hon. Elizabeth Morris was approved.  Judge Morris will serve the 
remainder of Debbie Potter’s term until June 2019.  President Truffer also introduced James 
Brewer, Esq., who was elected to fill vacancy of 9th Circuit at prior meeting. 

 
4. Bates Vincent Memo of Understanding.  The Bates Vincent Foundation is 

the fundraising foundation to help raise money to support our Lawyers Assistance Program. 
Minor revisions to the memo of understanding were distributed.  The revisions were approved. 

 
 
B. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

  
1. General Update 

 
a. Membership Renewal Trends - ED Velazquez provided a detailed overview of the dues 
renewal season, and how it differs from prior years.  He noted that members have been more 
responsive to physical mailings v. emails, and that two additional paper emails will be sent to 
non-renewed members in October and November.  
 

MSBA is currently behind by about 3,000 renewals from this time last year, partly due to 
the timing of this year’s invoices.  Analysis has been conducted to try to identify whether the 
3,000 non-renews are from a particular segment, location, age group, etc., and results are that 
non-renewals are all over the map. 
 
b. MSBA HQ Lease - Cost comparison analysis is underway, and will be circulated at the 
next BOG meeting.  UMB has requested another meeting to discuss the lease, and that meeting is 
scheduled for next week. 
 
c. 16 Month Progress Update - written talking points are going to be provided so that Board 
members can better articulate the work that has been done over the past 18 months - 2 years. 

 
2. Membership - Resignations & Honorary membership reports were 

approved.  
 

C. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
 

1. Secretary, Debbie Potter, Esq. was not present at the meeting. 
 

D. REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
 



1. Treasurer, Hon. Mark Scurti, reviews the financial statement attached to 
the materials.  Indicates that the MSBA’s annual audit is underway and should be 
complete in November.  He noted that last year’s audit was clean and that he was 
expecting similar results.  New CFO, Shawn O’Meara was introduced.  He starts at 
MSBA on November 1, 2018. 

 
E.        REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 
 

1. No Report 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
● Solo Summit - November 9, 2018 - Live! Casino & Hotel, Arundel Mills, MD 
● MLSC Awards - December 3, 2018 - Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, MD 

 
V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Andrea Terry, Esq. and Anna S. Sholl, Esq.   Secretary, 
Debbie Potter, Esq. was not in attendance at October 25, 2018 meeting. 
 


