
 

 

  MARYLAND STATE BAR ASSOCIATION  
AGRICULTURE LAW SECTION 

BYLAWS - AMENDED 
 

ARTICLE I 

NAME AND PURPOSE; MANAGEMENT; COMPOSITION 

Section 1. Name. This organization shall be known as the Agriculture Law Section (the "Section") of the 
Maryland State Bar Association (the "Association"). 

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Section shall be to bring together, for the furtherance of their mutual 
interests, members of the Association having a special interest in the law relating to Agriculture. The mission 
of the Section shall be to serve the interests of the agricultural and legal community in Maryland. The Section 
shall strive: 

 to serve as a resource and supportive assembly of legal professionals to those involved in agricultural 
affairs; 

 to improve the knowledge and professional abilities of legal professionals through continuing legal 
education programs, industry-based education programs, publications, networking, and other means; 

 to engage in the practice of law as it relates to agricultural matters; 

 to review and research applicable laws and proposed legislation which may impact the industry as a 
whole; 

 to monitor developments in the various legal fields that are applicable to the broad spectrum of 
agriculture, agribusiness, and aquaculture in Maryland; 

 to disseminate information about current developments in this area of the law; and 

 in general, to assist in the improvement of the practice of law in this area. 
 
Section 3. Management. To manage the activities of the Section, the Section shall have a Council of Officers 
and in order to promote the efforts of the Section shall consist of such sub-committees as the Chair of the 
Section, with the consent of the Council, shall designate. 

Section 4. Composition. The Section may be composed of Divisions to further the purposes of the 
membership through networking, education, and membership. Divisions shall include areas of law such as: 

 Administrative Law – USDA/MDA 

 Alternative Dispute Resolution 

 Aquaculture and Crops 

 Business Formation 

 Environmental Law – Soil Control/Erosion 

 Equine and Livestock 

 Estates and Trusts 

 Food Law 

 Immigration and Employment Law 

 Insurance and Tort Law 

 Intellectual Property 

 Land Use 

 Tax and Finance Law 
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ARTICLE II 

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 

Section 1. Membership. Any member of the Association shall be eligible for membership in the Section, and 
upon payment of dues as hereinafter provided, shall be enrolled as a member of the Section. 

Section 2. Dues. 

Section 2.1. Each member of the Section shall pay such dues as may from time to time be 
established by the Council and approved by the Board of Governors of the Association (the "Board of 
Governors"). Any member of the Section whose dues shall be more than six (6) months past due may, at the 
option of the Council, cease to be a member of the Section and stricken from the rolls of the Section. 

Section 2.2. All dues collected shall be deposited in and credited to such accounts as may be 
established and shall be subject to withdrawal and expenditure only under regulations of the MSBA Board of 
Governors. Accounting of all collections, deposits and withdrawals shall be made at times established by the 
Section and in accordance with policies of the Association. 

 

ARTICLE III 

OFFICERS AND COUNCIL 

Section 1. Officers. The Officers of the Section (the "Officers") shall be a Chair (or Co-Chair), a Chair-Elect, a 
Secretary, and a Treasurer. 

Section 2. Council. There shall be a Council which shall consist of the Officers, the chairs of the sub-
committees and as many members-at-large as shall be necessary to constitute a Council between fifteen (15) 
and twenty-nine (29) members. All Council members are expected to be active participants in conducting the 
Section’s business and participating in events and programs conducted by the Section. In addition, the 
immediate and penultimate Past Chairs of the Section shall serve as honorary members of the Council, and 
shall be entitled to attend all meetings and to participate in all discussions but shall have no voting rights, if the 
term of the Past Chair has expired. The number of Council members may be increased or decreased by 
amendment to these Bylaws. 

Section 3. Selection of Officers and Council. 

Section 3.1. The Chair (or Co-Chairs) of the Section shall, with the consent of the Council, at least 
sixty (60) days prior to the next scheduled Annual Meeting of the Section, appoint a Nominating Committee of 
not fewer than three (3) nor more than five (5) persons to consider the nomination of Officers and members-
at-large of the Section.  

Section 3.2. To the extent possible in appointing the Nominating Committee, such persons shall be 
selected from varying geographic locations who are familiar with the affairs of the Section. 

Section 3.3 The Nominating Committee shall consider nominations of members of the Section to 
serve as Officers and to fill vacancies of the members-at-large of the Council including the vacancies, if any, 
created for any reason; including, but not limited to the nomination of a member-at-large, whose term would 
not otherwise have expired, to serve as an Officer. The Nominating Committee shall, when reviewing the 
qualifications of the nominees, take into consideration past service to the Section and, in the selection of 
nominees for members-at-large of the Council, shall, to the extent possible, select persons from varying 
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geographic locations. The Chair-Elect shall succeed automatically to the office of Chair upon the expiration of 
the term of the Chair or as provided in Section 4.3 below. 

Section 3.4. At least forty (40) days prior to the next scheduled Annual Meeting of the Section, the 
Nominating Committee shall deliver to the Secretary of the Section a list of proposed nominations, and within 
fifteen (15) days thereafter the Secretary shall inform the members of the Section of the nominations by the 
Nominating Committee. Other nominations for Officers (except Chair) and members-at-large may be made by 
petition of at least seven (7) members of the Section, filed with the Secretary not later than ten (10) days prior 
to the Annual Meeting of the Section. The Secretary shall then inform the members of the Section of the 
nominations made by petition at least seven (7) days prior to the Annual Meeting. 

Section 3.5. The Section, at its Annual Meeting, shall elect Officers and fill the vacancies of the 
members-at-large of the Council from persons duly nominated in accordance with Section 3.3. Election may 
be by voice vote or by written or electronic ballot at the discretion of the Chair, with the consent of the Council. 

Section 3.6. The Chair shall serve until the conclusion of the next Annual Meeting of the Association 
after the annual meeting of the Section or until June 30th of the same year which ever shall come last. The 
Chair-Elect shall serve as such until he or she becomes Chair as provided in Section 3.3 or Section 5.4. The 
Secretary and Treasurer upon election shall serve until the next Annual Meeting of the Section or until his or 
her successor is duly elected, whichever is later.  

Section 3.7. Starting with the election immediately following the adoption of this provision, except as 
otherwise provided in Section 4.3, the members-at-large identified by being listed on the roll of Members-at-
Large alphabetically as filling seats 1-15 (also referred to as the "Half-Term Members) shall serve until the 
next Annual Meeting of the Section after their original election or their appointment, unless the member was 
appointed to fill the seat of a member whose seat was vacated prior to the completion of their respective term. 
In such a case, an appointed member shall serve the remainder of the original vacated term. Once the Half 
Term Members have completed their original terms after adoption of this provision, their seats shall revert to 
two-year terms. The remaining members-at-large, identified by being listed on the roll of Council Members-at-
Large alphabetically as filling seats 16-29, shall serve until the second Annual Meeting of the Section after 
their original election or their appointment, unless the member was appointed to fill the seat of a member 
whose seat was vacated prior to the completion of their respective term. In such a case, an appointed 
member shall serve the remainder of the originally vacated term. 

Section 3.8. The Chair, upon the approval of the Executive Committee, shall have the authority to 
remove a member from the Council based upon a demonstrated failure to contribute adequately to the 
purpose or activities of the Section whether by poor attendance or for any other reason, and request that the 
Council nominate and approve a Section member to complete the unexpired term of the removed member. 

Section 4. Duties of Officers. 

Section 4.1. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Section and the Council. He or she shall 
formulate and present at each Annual Meeting of the Association a report of the work of the Section for the 
past year; shall be responsible for all activities of the Section and of its various Sections, if any, and shall, with 
the consent of the Council, create such new Sections, as he or she shall deem desirable. The Chair shall, with 
the consent of the Council, appoint the chair and members of all standing Sections of the Section to hold the 
position during his or her term as Chair. He or she shall perform such other duties and acts as ordinarily 
pertain to the office of Chair. 

Section 4.2. On or before December 15 of each calendar year, or such date as may be required to 
meet the deadlines of the Association, the Treasurer (working with the Chair-Elect) shall prepare and submit 
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to the Council, for its approval, a budget for the following fiscal year. In accordance with the budget then in 
effect, the Chair shall authorize all commitments or contracts which shall entail the payment of money, and 
shall authorize the expenditures of all moneys for the use or benefit of the Section. The Chair shall not, 
however, authorize commitments, contracts, or expenditures which would entail the payment of more money 
than funds currently available to the Section or in excess of the sum approved with respect thereto in the 
budget approved by the Council. 

Section 4.3. The Chair-Elect shall aid the Chair of the Section in the performance of the Chair's 
responsibilities to the extent that the Chair may request, and shall perform such further duties as usually or 
logically pertain to the office of Chair-Elect, or as may be designated by the Chair or the Council. During the 
disability of the Chair, the Chair-Elect shall perform the duties of the Chair and if the office of the Chair shall 
become vacant, the Chair-Elect shall thereupon become Chair of the Section for the unexpired term. 

Section 4.4. The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Council of 
the Section. He or she shall perform such other duties as may be requested by the Chair of the Section and 
shall, in cooperation with the Chair, draft an appropriate report for publication in the Annual Report of the 
Association. 

Section 4.5. The Treasurer (working with the Chair and/or Chair-Elect) shall prepare and submit to 
the Council, for its approval, a budget for the following fiscal year. He or she shall perform such other duties 
as may be requested by the Chair of the Section. 

Section 5. Duties and Powers of Council. 

Section 5.1. The Council shall have general supervision and control of the affairs of the Section 
subject to the provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Association and the Bylaws of the Section. 
During the interval between the meetings of the Section, the Council shall have full authority to act for the 
Section in any way in which the Section itself would be authorized to act, and any such action taken by the 
Council pursuant to this provision shall be reported to the members of the Section at the next Annual Meeting 
of the Section. The Council shall consider and approve with or without amendment the proposed budget 
submitted by the Treasurer. The Council shall especially authorize all commitments or contracts which shall 
entail the payment of money if the amount to be paid is greater than five hundred dollars ($500.00), and shall 
authorize the expenditures of all moneys, which shall exceed the budget. The Council shall not, however, 
authorize commitments, contracts, or expenditures which would entail the payment of more money during any 
fiscal year than the funds currently available to the Section. An exception to this rule is in the event that the 
expenditure has the approval of the Board of Governors, and that the matter has not been specifically stated 
in these Bylaws to require the consent of the Council. 

Section 5.2. The Council shall meet at or about the same time and place of each Annual Meeting of 
the Association, or as near in time to the Association’s Annual Meeting, and may meet in regular or special 
session at any other time or place as may be scheduled by the Chair or at least five (5) members of the 
Council. 

Section 5.3. The Council may authorize the Chair to perform such duties and exercise such powers 
as the Council may direct, subject to the limitations of these Bylaws and the Constitution and Bylaws of the 
Association. 

Section 5.4. The Council shall fill vacancies in its own membership and in Section offices other than 
Chair. Officers and members so selected shall serve until the adjournment of the next Annual Meeting of the 
Section or until their successors shall have been elected and qualified, whichever occurs first. 
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Section 5.5. Except where elsewhere specifically provided herein, all binding action of the Council 
shall be by a majority vote of the members present provided such members shall constitute a quorum. For 
purposes hereof, a quorum of the Council shall be at least 50% of the current Council membership, or nine (9) 
members of the Council, whichever is less. 

Section 5.6. Voting shall be permitted by electronic means (e-mail, Skype, Google Groups, etc.) 
provided that a written notice of the action to be considered was verifiably sent to the electronic mail address 
provided by each Member of the Council at least one (1) day prior to the vote to be taken unless a weekend 
intervenes in which event the written notes shall include at least one (1) business day. A vote "in favor" of the 
proposed action by a majority of the entire Council shall be necessary to adopt the proposed action. 

Section 5.7. Members of the Council or a sub-committee may participate in a meeting by means of a 
conference telephone or similar communications equipment if all persons participating in the meeting can hear 
each other at the same time. Participation in a meeting by these means constitutes presence in person at the 
meeting. 

Section 5.8. Members of the Council who fail to participate in fewer than half of Council meetings or 
participate as a member of a Standing Committee shall be considered not in good standing and subject to 
removal and/or replacement by the remaining Council members. 

ARTICLE IV 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Section 1. Executive Committee. There shall be an Executive Committee of the Council consisting of the 
Officers of the Section. During the intervals between the meetings of the Council, the Executive Committee 
shall be authorized to act for the Council and Section unless otherwise stated in these Bylaws. 

Section 2. Legislative Committee. There shall be constituted by the Chair, with the consent of the Council, 
annually, a Legislative Committee, the Chair of which shall be a member of the Council, whose function shall 
be to keep abreast of proposed bills in the Maryland General Assembly and United States Congress pertinent 
to Agriculture law and advise the Section of the same. The Legislative Chair may testify in front of the General 
Assembly as to the effect of proposed legislation on the Section as well as clients of Section members. Any 
member of the Legislative Committee when expedient may serve likewise in these functions, within such 
limitations as established by the Council. 

Section 3. Case Law & Regulatory Update Committee. There shall be constituted by the Chair, with the 
consent of the Council, annually, a Case Law & Regulatory Update Committee, the Chair of which shall be a 
member of the Council, whose function shall be to keep abreast of recent and relevant Agriculture case law, 
state and federal, as well as agricultural-related regulations as promulgated by local, state or federal 
governmental agencies. Any member of the Case Law & Regulatory Update Committee when expedient may 
serve likewise in these functions, within such limitations as established by the Council. 

Section 4. Program & Education Committee. There shall also be appointed by the Chair, with the consent 
of the Council, annually, a Program & Education Committee of any number that the Chair and Council deem 
reasonable and necessary and the Chair, with the consent of the Council, annually, shall appoint a Program & 
Education Chair, which Chair shall be a member of the Council. It will be the function the Program & 
Education Committee and Chair, within the limitations set by the Council, to plan and coordinate the 
presentation of the continuing legal education and industry-based programs throughout the year on such 
topics as are recommended by such Chair and approved by the Council. 
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Section 5. Publications & Communications Committee. There shall also be appointed by the Chair, with 
the consent of the Council, annually, a Publications & Communications Committee of any number that the 
Chair and Council deem reasonable and necessary and the Chair, with the consent of the Council, annually, 
shall appoint a Publications & Communications Chair, which Chair shall be a member of the Council. It will be 
the function the Publications & Communications Committee and Chair, within the limitations set by the 
Council, to publicize the activities of the Section as well as relevant industry information via platforms 
approved by the Section. Additionally, the Committee shall promote the Section through regular updates via 
the MSBA Bar Bulletin and similar publications, including but not limited to, an Agriculture Law newsletter. 

Section 6. Membership & Young Lawyers Committee. There shall also be appointed by the Chair, with the 
consent of the Council, annually, a Membership & Young Lawyers Committee of any number that the Chair 
and Council deem reasonable and necessary and the Chair, with the consent of the Council, annually, shall 
appoint a Membership/Young Lawyers Chair, which Chair shall be a member of the Council. It will be the 
function the Membership/Young Lawyers Section and Chair, within the limitations set by the Council, to 
promote membership and peer-to-peer marketing in the Section, via the recruitment of new Section members 
and the retention of existing Section members, as well as encourage the participation of Young Lawyers. 

Section 6. Nominating Committee. Pursuant to Article III, Section 3 of these Bylaws, the Chair shall appoint 
a Nominating Committee annually.  

Section 7. Other Committees. The Chair may, with the consent of the Council, establish such other standing 
or special Committees, as he or she may deem appropriate.  

ARTICLE V 

MEETINGS OF THE SECTION 

Section 1. Annual Meeting. The Section’s Annual Meeting shall be held the same month as the Association’s 
Annual Meeting, either prior to the Association’s Annual Meeting or at the time of the Association’s Annual 
Meeting. Such program and order of business shall be arranged by the Chair and the Council. The Section’s 
Annual Meeting may be comprised of both in-person and electronic (i.e. Skype, Google Groups) attendance 
for the membership. 

Section 2. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Section may be called by the Chair upon approval of 
the Council, at such time and place as the Council may determine. Such meetings may be composed of an 
agricultural-site visit, tour, entertainment, or educational program. 

Section 3. Quorum. At least twelve (12) members of the Section present at any meeting shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

Section 4. Voting. Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, all binding action of the Section shall be by 
a majority vote of the members present, provided such members shall constitute a quorum. 

ARTICLE VI 

FISCAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1. Fiscal Year. The Fiscal Year of the Section shall be the same as that of the Association. 

Section 2. Compensation. Officers and Council members shall serve without compensation, except a 
reasonable fee for parking may be paid to Council members for attending regular and special meetings of the 
Section. No compensation may be paid to any member of the Section for service to the Section. 
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ARTICLE VII 

AMENDMENTS 

Section 1. Required Votes to Amend. These Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the Council, by a 
two-third (2/3) vote of the members of the Council present and voting, or at any meeting of the Section, by a 
two-third (2/3) vote of the members of the Section present and voting. 

ARTICLE VIII 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 1. These Bylaws become effective: April 1, 2016. 
 
 
Bylaws as Special Committee approved by the MSBA Board of Governors. 
Approved by the Agriculture Law Section Council on March 16, 2015. 
 
AMENDED AND APPROVED: 
 
(1) Amendments approved by the Agriculture Law Section Council on March 28, 2016 


