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Maryland State Bar Association, Consumer Bankruptcy Section 

Open Section Meeting, January 30, 2019 

Held via Videoconference & Teleconference 

 

Call to order: 5:07 p.m.  

 

Attendance 

 

Fred Nix Joe Selba

Phil Anderson Leslie Pladna

Terri Lowery William Steinwedel

Rasneek Gujral Angela Munro

Michael Wolff Bud Tayman

Richard London Richard S. Stolker

Jeanne Crouse David B. Mintz

Dan Press

Minutes 

 

 Minutes from the December 12, 2018 meeting were approved. 

 

Ocean City MSBA Meeting 

 

 Bud Tayman indicated that he submitted the section’s proposal for the Ocean City 

program to the MSBA for approval.  He anticipates the proposal will be approved and 

should hear back shortly. 

 Bud Tayman, William Steinwedel, Terri Lowery, Richard London, Dan Press and Leslie 

Pladna are working with Bud Tayman on the program. 

 The topic for the program will be 10 Things You Didn’t Know You Could Do in 

Bankruptcy.  There will be 10 topics discussed and time left for Q&A.  Not all of the 

topics have been assigned yet.   

 The target audience for the program is non-bankruptcy attorneys, since most attorneys at 

the Ocean City conference will not be bankruptcy attorneys, but their practice areas likely 

intersect with bankruptcy. 

 Topics include short sales, exemption strategies for liquidation or preservation, reverse 

mortgages, Chapter 13 restructuring, property redemption, lien stripping and non-

dischargeability issues.  There is room for a couple more topics at this point. 



2 

 

 The section will put on the program during the Friday morning session.   

 Richard Stolker asked Bud Tayman what he thought about circulating the list of topics 

and descriptions once the program was approved.  Bud Tayman thought that was fine, but 

did not want to end up revisiting issues that had already been decided. 

 Bud Tayman indicated that the deadline for turning in the final materials for the program 

is in May. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 Rasneek Gujral reported that our section budget is now synced with the MSBA’s budget 

for our section.  There will be no cost for the virtual meeting today. 

 Rasneek Gujral discussed with Richard Stolker whether the section had been charged yet 

for the King’s Contrivance meeting.  Richard Stolker indicated that there were two 

charges and he needed an explanation from King’s Contrivance to resolve the issue. 

 Rasneek Gujral indicated that restaurant meetings generally are about $730 and that we 

have enough in the budget for one more restaurant meeting. 

 Richard Stolker and Terri Lowery discussed the need to make reservations at Seasons 52 

in Columbia fairly quickly if the section wants to meet there because the meeting rooms 

fill up in advance. 

 Leslie Pladna reminded the group that the Judges need at least 90 days notice to calendar 

the upcoming Spring Break meeting. 

 As of today’s meeting, Rasneek Gujral indicated in her spreadsheet report that there was 

a balance of $2,392 left in the budget for the FY19. 

 

Brown Bag Lunch Programs 

 

 Michael Wolff reported that the first Brown Bag program of the year about Chapter 13 

Plan one year later had good attendance and a good response from the attendees.   

 The second Brown Bag program of the year will be held on March 6, 2019 by Steve Metz 

and Jim Hoffman about debtors hiding assets and changing their exemptions once they 

are caught.   

 For April, Michael Wolff indicated that he and Leslie Pladna have been discussing using 

the video presentation starring Judge Lipp that was used at the prior year’s Spring Break 

meeting and re-working it into a new presentation on the issue.  The video presented the 

journey of a case from Chapter 7 into a conversion to Chapter 13, with many mistakes 

and learning moments discussed along the way. 

 Ideas for future Brown Bag programs include how to get a fresh start on your credit 

report after bankruptcy and security clearances in bankruptcy. 
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Legislative Committee 

 

 Richard London reported that so far, the legislative session has been quiet on consumer 

issues, but that he expects it to pick up as many new members of the legislature are still 

getting oriented. 

 One Bill of possible interest proposed to shorten the statute of limitations for state tax 

liens, but no section members expressed any strong positions on the issue. 

 

CARE Project 

 

 Jeanne Crouse reported that she had attended a couple of calls for the advisory volunteer 

committee of CARE and that many documents had been circulated regarding the 

financial literacy program.  Also, on the advisory volunteer committee are Judges 

Alquist, Lipp, Simpson and Harner.  Richard London, Bill Steinwedel and Patricia 

Jefferson are also participating. 

 The CARE Project will cover three regions, namely, the Capital region, the Central 

region and the Eastern region.   

 The Care Project is compiling a list of interested speakers in the regions, if any members 

are interested.  Interested speakers will need to be trained.  The Project is also looking for 

an Executive Director. 

 Letters have been sent to potential partners, such as bar associations, other groups that 

could assist with organization, and the local schools. 

 

Video Committee 

 

 Terri Lowery reported that she is working with Bill Hall of the MSBA and they are 

keeping on track for completing a script and potential filming in February. 

 Rasneek Gujral and Mike Wolff will be appearing in the videos. 

 The videos will discuss:  Why I joined the section?  And why I stayed in the section? 

 The estimated run time for the video will be about 1-2 minutes. 

 Terri Lowery indicated that the “white board” technique might be used in the video. 

 

BBA Spring Break Program 

 

 This year’s BBA Spring Break program will be in Annapolis at the Westin. 

 A number of our section members will be participating in panels, including Marc Kivitz, 

Richard Stolker, Bud Tayman and Joe Selba. 

 

Spring Banquet 
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 Terri Lowery and Richard Stolker discussed the cost of the Spring Banquet the prior 

years, as well as logistics.  Seasons 52 had required a $1,500-$1,800 minimum.  At 

King’s Contrivance, the bill was only about $1,000.  In past years where the budget was 

tight, members were charged $20 to offset the cost. 

 Leslie Pladna indicated she thought the focus should be on picking the date, rather than 

the location first, because of the need to give the Judges 90 days of notice.  She also 

suggested the Stanford Grill as a possible location. 

 Richard Stolker recalled that the Ellicot City Inn had been used in a prior year, which was 

a nice location. 

 Angela Munro indicated that the Royal Thai restaurant had a billing relationship with the 

MSBA. 

 The council discussed dates, and three possibilities looked like the best candidates, May 

10th or 31st or June 7th. 

 

Other Business 

 

 William Steinwedel requested that at the next meeting someone from the pro bono 

division be given an opportunity to make a brief presentation about pro bono work.  The 

council generally agreed that this was a good idea. 

 

Adjournment 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 


