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Maryland State Bar Association, Consumer Bankruptcy Section 

Fall Kick-Off Meeting, October 10, 2018 

Offit | Kurman 

8171 Maple Lawn Boulevard, Maple Lawn, MD 20759 

 

Call to order: 6:13 p.m. 

 

Introductions/Attendance 

 

Gerard Vetter Bud Tayman William Steinwedel

Helen Stolker Fred Nix Bud Tayman

Hon. Lori S. Simpson David Mintz David Cohen

Hon. Michelle M. Harner Marc Kivitz Doug Gorious

Hon. Nancy V. Alquist Michael Cantrell Stacy Pace

Hon. Robert A. Gordon Jeff Nesson Jeanne Crouse

Michael Wolff Mark A. Neal Brett Weiss

Richard London Terri Lowery Nancy Grigsby

Richard S. Stolker Harris Ammerman Dan Press

Sari Kurland Leslie Pladna Robert Haeger

Scott Robinson Susan Lee Richard Wills

Welcome & Introduction of Officers 

 

 Richard S. Stoker-Chair 

 Richard London-Vice Chair 

 Terri Lowery-Immediate Past Chair 

 Fred Nix-Secretary 

 Rasneek Gurjal-Treasurer 

 

Introduction of Guests 

 

 Hon. Nancy A. Alquist, Chief Judge 

 Hon. Lori S. Simpson 

 Hon. Michelle M. Harner 

 Hon. Robert A. Gordon 

 Gerard R. Vetter, Assistant U.S. Trustee 

 Mark A. Neal, Clerk of Court 
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Remarks by Clerk of Court Mark Neal 

 

 Multi-year decline in filing appears to be coming to an end.  Case filings over the last 18 

months have been flat. 

 Nationwide, total bankruptcy filings fell 3% in the first half of 2018 (1/1-6/30) when 

compared to the same period in 2017. 

 Total commercial filings decreased 5% during the same period, while total commercial 

Chapter 11 filings decreased 11%. 

 In Maryland, bankruptcy filings fell just 1% in the first half of 2018 when compared to 

the same period in 2017, including a drop of 5% in Chapter 7 filings but an increase of 

nearly 5% in Chapter 13 filings. 

 There were 65 Chapter 11 filings in Maryland during the first half of 2018, which is a 

25% increase over the same period in 2017. 

 Pro se filing rate is 21%.  Only 2% of pro se Chapter 13 cases are confirmed. 

 The Federal Judiciary Center is conducting a pro se survey and will be releasing a 

comprehensive report on pro se filings. 

 A DAP/MSBA/BBA task force has been formed, and the DAP program will be evolving 

into a new model, which may permit counseling by phone and low bono work. 

 Attorney WiFi has been set up in the Greenbelt courthouse, and working on improving 

cell phone signals. 

 Working group formed to provide assistance for reorganization of date and event codes 

on CM/ECF, but most codes are national and connected to statistical reporting, so change 

is difficult. 

 New evidence presentation technology and training coming soon. 

 Amber Sauria is the new Division Manager in Baltimore, a great addition to the team. 

 Curing of deficiencies on court docket will now become visible as to whether deficiency 

was cured. 

 Less deficiencies issues because of cost, phone calls encouraged. 

 

Remarks by Chief Judge Hon. Nancy Alquist 

 

 Judge Catliota has been appointed to the Bankruptcy Judge Advisory Group for the 

Administrative Office of the US Courts, Judicial Conference of the US.  The seat is by 

appointment only. 

 Judge Harner is the 2019 Chair of the Education Committee for the National Conference 

of Bankruptcy Judges.  The annual meeting will be in DC in October/November this year 

and the focus is on consumer bankruptcy. 

 Judge Alquist described her work with the US Departments of Commerce and State 

whereby she and other bankruptcy judges visit countries around the world to discuss the 

US bankruptcy system, which is the gold standard for the world. 
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 Judge Alquist has worked to help establish the new system of laws of bankruptcy in 

Afghanistan.  Judge Williamson from the Middle District of Florida has worked 

extensively in Afghanistan and has essentially written their version of the bankruptcy 

code. 

 Judge Alquist will be going to Afghanistan in November 2018 to assist with 

implementation of their new bankruptcy law. 

 Judge Alquist attended a program in Morocco in 2014.  The government of Morocco was 

particularly interested in adopting something like the US Trustee program.   

 

Remarks by US Trustee Gerard Vetter 

 

 Update on Joe Bellinger, former Chapter 7 Trustee.  He was attacked and robbed and 

beaten, but is doing OK. 

 Recent staff changes in US Trustee’s office, several recent retirements.  Office has been 

shrinking, but may grow slightly in 2019. 

 US Trustee program had large settlement with Citibank regarding Macy’s credit card 

claims that were robo-signed--$5 million.  Citibank self-reported the error. 

 Continuing problems with “national” law firms.  Upright Law sanctioned in Virginia, 

fees disgorged and parties sanctioned. 

 US Trustee continues to be concerned with pre/post attorney fee billing arrangements and 

unbundling.  Best to contact US Trustee to discuss before proceeding with such novel 

arrangements.  Generally not possible to get around with reaffirmation and discharge 

provisions. 

 Recent criminal referral results:  Eric Myles Gordon sentenced to 36 months in prison 

and 3 years of supervised release and ordered to by half-million in restitution for 

falsification of records in bankruptcy, among other related crimes. 

 

Remarks by Hon. Michelle M. Harner 

 

 Exploring development of financial literacy program.  Expanded idea to include 

community groups, not just high schools.  Currently looking for interest and resources.  

Email chambers if you want to assist. 

 

Remarks by Marc Kivitz 

 

 Promoted fundraiser for Legal Services for the Elderly, Cabaret and Cabernet.  Sang a bit 

of Billy Joel’s “And so it Goes” to the delight of the attendees. 

 

Adjournment and Social at approximately 8:00 p.m. 

 


