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Maryland State Bar Association, Consumer Bankruptcy Section 

Council Meeting, November 13, 2018 

King’s Contrivance Restaurant, 10150 Shaker Drive, Columbia, MD 

 

Attendees: Richard London, Bud Tayman, Leslie Pladna, John Schropp, Jeff Nesson, David 

Mintz, William Steinwedel, Richard London, Marc Kivitz, Michael Wolff, Dan Press, David 

Piekarz, Terri Lowery, Michael Cantrell, Dave Chutenski, Bill Anderson 

Call to Order by Richard Stolker 

No report from Dave Chutenski 

Minutes Approved from 10/10/18 with Marc Kivitz’s name corrected 

Budget and Finance at MSBA has their first meeting on 11/29/18 

 Richard Stolker had a breakfast meeting with MSBA officers and it does not explain why 

the budget has been cut so dramatically 

 Dan Press asked if the allocation of meals to programs does not matter and Richard and 

Terri stated that it does not matter if the meal allocation is incorrect 

 Richard said we are just going to continue as we have and we have never had an issue 

before  

Video Committee  

 Bill Hall who is the videographer was here at the last meeting 

 They had a telephone conference or two 

 John S. one of the committee members, said we would put a video that would show what 

we did and drive them to be members 

 We had a conference call and talked about what was great about our section and gave us 

an outline of the video 

 Concept and outlines and interview and someone from the section talking about the 

benefits of the section 

 We should talk about who we want in the video and the voiceovers in the video 

 Terri, who is also on the committee said two videos were discussed, one discussed other 

members of MSBA and benefits of our section. The other would be targeted at 

consumers, here is something bankruptcy could really help you. Idea was trying to get in 

out there, this one is going to be internal to MSBA 

 Richard talked about a video possibly for the section and what is going on in the world of 

bankruptcy 

 If we could find an appropriate brown bag, it could be recorded  

 Michael Wolff asked if we could get the raw data from MSBA, and it not sound likely 

 All of the MSBA videos are on YouTube, if they are restricted to our membership, but 

Jeff Nesson said they actually had  

 If we do want to restrict access, MSBA has to be notified 
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 John S. said we are under utilizing our Twitter handle 

 Michael Wolff said that he had been able to use the raw data at his law firm on the videos 

 John S. said the video committee had one call, but he said that they took what they had 

from the meeting 

 Richard said that we need to know the timeline and Terri said her and Bill Hall were 

pushing to get it done quickly 

 Richard said he said if we gave him an outline he would outline it out 

 Dan Press pointed out that we have done presentations with the Trustees, IWIRC 

(International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation) and BBA as well 

 The group handed out an outline from Bill Hall of what he had in a conversation 

 John S. suggested a President video message like MSBA every year going forward at the 

beginning of the year 

 Leslie Pladna suggested a video that shows the connections to the other section 

 Terri said it would be interesting to find out if we have members that are not just 

bankruptcy practioners 

 Richard said to pass on ideas on the video via e-mail. We need to find people that are 

good in front of a camera 

 Dave said that other section chairs may be concerned that you are poaching their 

members 

 Terri said it can be difficult to join other section 

 Richard said he had heard something  

 Anything else please send Rich an e-mail on the video 

Brown Bag 

 Michael Wolff and Leslie Pladna on the committee 

 Richard Stolker suggested a program in the Alexandria group, use of short sales in 

Chapter 7 by Trustees Alarmed the Debtor, the Debtor did not expect, benefit to the 

unsecured creditors  

 Leslie and Michael are working to get a location in the Columbia area as well as 

Greenbelt, and a conference room in Laurel, and Offit Kurman has volunteered their 

space 

 Possible topics: 

 Chapter 13 Trustees – Chapter 13 Plan new plan one year later 

 Michael Wolff – mistakes and bad situations lawyers can find themselves in 

 What you can do 

 Short Sales in Chapter 7s could be a good topic  

 Make this brown bag as flexible as possible and as remote as possible 

 Trying to do them once every six weeks or so 

 Some would be beginners others would be more adversary issues 

 We welcome your help, we are ready to move ahead 

 Brown Bags should be marketed because they want to join to get into the program 
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 Michael Wolff suggested that we charge $20 so they can get into the program and then 

that would be their membership fee 

 There was a suggestion that Trustee send to Debtors counsel videos showing the benefits 

to joining the MSBA 

Council Meeting Tech Issues 

 Richard said that MSBA needed a technology person. They said it was Kevin Cook, but it 

appears that he has left 

 Go To Meeting Richard said could be a little difficult, last year there was some meetings 

that we did not have audio or video at the Rockville office  

 David Mintz said there were some issues seeing the people in the Baltimore meeting 

because the way the tables were arranged  

 Terri said Solomon in Towson (possible multiple locations may be an option) 

 Michael said it may be hard to do Go To Meeting because there is some feedback 

Courtroom Technology Committee – Richard Stolker and Michael Cantrell volunteered with 

Marc Neal and he said that the court was going slowly it may take a while 

Legislative Committee  (Richard London) – MSBA is going to have an orientation for the 

legislature in December and it could be tough because there are less people and there are lay 

people involved  

Financial Literacy 

 Judge Harner is trying to start financial literacy and she is supposed to have a conference 

call in mid-December 

 Richard London said for years they had a Comptroller trying to get a bill to require 

financial literacy and it never passed because the school board said it cost too much 

 Richard London and William Steinwedel said they would help Judge Harner 

National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges 

 Bud Tayman proposed two topics to Judge Harner for the upcoming National Conference 

of Bankruptcy Judges conference:  dischargeability of postpetition HOA fees in Chapter 

13 cases and cryptocurrency. 

BBA Seminar 

 Marc Kivitz Marc solicited suggestions for ideas and Bud Tayman proposed two: 

cryptocurrency and Chapter 7 trustee sales of overencumbered real property.   

Section History Committee 

 Marc Kivitz agreed to serve as section historian  

 Marc Kivitz said he had about four years worth of minutes 

 Richard Stolker said he wants the old minutes on the Section webpage  
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 Marc Kivitz said he had a video from his singing presentation and that he raised $8K for 

charity 

Ocean City Committee 

 Bud Tayman said the short sales might be an idea 

 Richard London, Terri Lowery, and Dan Press offered to participate in the Ocean City  

 The committee agreed that William Steinwedel’s idea of having a cross section 

presentation with the Elder Law section 

 William Steinwedel will reach out to the Elder Law Committee  

 Bud Tayman proposing another program with IWIRC and another program with the 

bankruptcy judges post-petition dischargability of HOA fees in Chapter 13 writ of 

certiorari to the Supreme Court proposed to Judge Harner as a topic  

 Dan Press does not think that certiorari will be granted 

 Two lower rulings in Maryland have ruled in this issue 

 Dan Press did not agree with Bud Tayman that Ch. 7 trustees’ sales of overencumbered 

property would be a good topic for Ocean City. 

Appoint Section Website Committee 

 Richard Stolker said that we needed a committee for the website 

 Bud said there were restrictions on what went on the website because Ocean City they 

did not want to get people out of paying 

 David Mintz and Jeff Nesson are going to work with MSBA to do work on the website  

 David Chetenski said that the real estate website had opinions of the Attorney General’s 

office 

 Jeff Nesson said it has to be readable, we use that as a platform so that it does not make it 

too hard to read 

 David Chetenski said he will talk to MSBA about issues 

 Richard Stolker said he will provide David Mintz with who to contact 

 Marc Kivitz said that he was going to prepare the presentation to the BBA 

 Bud Tayman said he should their be a short sale presentation 

 Bud also suggested a cyptocurrency presentation 

Council Meeting Issues 

 Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 12 in Baltimore (MSBA) and Michael Wolff 

(Rockville office) 

 Richard Stolker asked us to send days that they cannot do it propose some dates for 

January, February and March 

 Richard Stolker said another location, 3rd location in Bowie, Annapolis and Laurel, 

maybe for another location 

 Terri Lowery said a three way meeting would be hard, but Richard Stolker wants to get 

more people there  
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 Richard Stolker reached out to see if there were other places people wanted to meet 

 There was then a discussion between David Mintz and Richard Stolker about the need to 

draw in younger members that other members participated in  

 Richard Stolker and Michael Wolff spoke about a lounge for younger attorneys but 

would the court or the Trustee’s office support it 

 MSBA could have an office on Ivy Lane 

 Dave Chertoski stated that some young lawyers reach out to other people where the 

business is 

 Jeff Nesson and Richard Stolker said we should reach out to younger people, but I think 

they communicate in a different way 

 Leslie Pladna said we should reach out to law schools to tell them how they are interested 

 David Portney and Robert Thomas both teach at the law school, maybe have them reach 

out to students 

 Richard Stolker asked for a list from MSBA, but it was extremely unhelpful 

 Leslie Pladna suggested roundtables as a way to recruit new, younger members. 

Richard London adjourned the meeting, next meeting 12/12/18 

 

 


