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Maryland State Bar Association, Consumer Bankruptcy Section 

Open Section Meeting, December 12, 2018 

Baltimore (MSBA Headquarters, 520 W. Fayette St.) 

Greenbelt (Wolff & Orenstein, 15245 Shady Grove Rd.) 

 

Call to order: 6:30 p.m.  

 

Attendance 

 

Fred Nix Marc Kivitz

Jeff Nesson Leslie Pladna

Terri Lowery Anna Sholl

Rasneek Gujral Joe Selba

Michael Wolff John Schropp

Richard London Amy Hennen

Jeanne Crouse William Steinwedel

Eric Steiner Michael Cantrell

David B. Mintz Juda Gabaie

Richard S. Stolker

Brett Weiss

Minutes 

 

 Minutes from May 22, 2018 and November 13, 2018 council meetings were approved. 

 

Treasurer Report 

 

 Rasneek Gujral reported that there is about $3,000 available in the budget for the rest of 

the year. 

 The cost of the Kings Contrivance dinner meeting was $729.00. 

 We are still not getting real-time access to the budget from the MSBA. 

 

Section Webpage & Video 

 

 Anna Sholl from the MSBA provided information about the section webpage and video 

projects. 

 The MSBA seeks to improve the section webpages by allowing for additional content, 

including forms, links, videos, form templates videos and other content. Some of the 

content can be put behind a paywall so only section members can access it. 
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 In order to determine what content would be most useful, the litigation section took a 

survey of its members.  The Estates & Trusts Section has added common court forms on 

its webpage and is experimenting with videos for new attorneys.  The Estates & Trusts 

Section is the most advanced in the process so far. 

 Richard Stolker expressed interest in meeting in a single session with a few committee 

members to come up with some more concrete ideas for the type of content our section 

wants, and then meet with the web design team to see if it is possible. 

 Jeff Nesson asked whether there were any limitations on the web page design, such as 

single vs. multiple pages or sub-pages.  Anna Sholl said there really is no limit on pages 

or sub-pages. 

 Rasneek Gujral asked whether there could be live discussions on the web page, such as 

those held on the listserv, where attachments could be included.  Anna Sholl indicated 

that the new listserv software, when implemented, would allow for attachments.  It is a 

slow roll out, but may be available in the Spring.  Comments could also be made on 

attached documents using the new software. 

 John Schropp asked whether there were any limits on the video size.  Anna Sholl 

indicated that there were not, but that shorter videos were generally preferred. 

 Marc Kivitz asked whether Brown Bag presentations with materials could be posted.  

Anna Sholl indicated that they could, and that the content could be placed behind a pay 

wall for section members only.  Perhaps a list of content could be provided, but to access 

it, you would have to join. 

 Richard Stolker created a three-member committee, including himself, David Mintz and 

Jeanne Crouse to look into what content would be best for the section website.  David 

Mintz will organize the committee’s meeting, and will also touch base with Anna Sholl. 

 Richard Stoker indicated to Anna Sholl that it would be helpful for the MSBA to have 

technical support available during the section meetings to assist with problems with 

videoconferencing.  Anna indicated is something that could be done, but would require 

some further coordination with the MSBA to have someone available. 

 

Care Project 

 

 Judge Harner held a phone conference for the new Care Project.  Jeanne Crouse and 

William Steinwedel attended.  This was an initial organizational meeting.  Richard 

London will also participate in the Project.  

 The purpose of the Care Project is to reach out to the community at elementary and high 

schools, community colleges and church groups, to provide a program regarding financial 

literacy.  The Project will have a state-wide, and not a regional Baltimore, focus.   

 Some funding will be required for pamphlets and materials.  Mark Neal is looking into 

the ethical rules regarding how to do this because of the participation of the Judges. 

 The Program will not be affiliated with any particular legal association. 
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Video Committee 

 

 Members of the Video Committee are John Schropp, Terri Lowery and Sari Kurland. 

 Terri provided an update.  Bill Hall from the MSBA just needs our input to move 

forward.  He is willing to travel to shoot the videos. 

 Bill Hall says that “whiteboard” technology is available for videos, where hand writes 

across white board along with narration, something that has become popular. 

 Richard Stolker requested the Committee come up with two or three story boards for 

video ideas.  For example, the paperwork required when a Chapter 7 case is filed. 

 Terri Lowery shared an idea for a video about why someone would want to be a section 

member.  A longtime member could be interviewed and asked why they thought section 

membership was valuable.   

 Terri’s own story could be a good one to use, where she works in Western Maryland, and 

the section give her a way to connect with other members throughout the state. 

 

Brown Bag Programs 

 

 Leslie Pladna and Mike Wolff discussed possible locations for Brown Bag Programs to 

be held, and the tech issues that have been encountered.  Tech support from the MSBA 

would be helpful for people trying to connect remotely.  The offices of Offit Kurman, 

Wolf & Orenstein, Yumkas, Vidmar & Sweeney and MSBA headquarters are all good 

locations.  They discussed the idea that Brown Bag Programs could be recorded for use 

on the section website.  Brown Bags given by Judges or the UST could not be recorded, 

however per Jeanne Crouse. 

 The next Brown Bag Program will be the Chapter 13 Plan: one year later by the Staff 

Attorneys for Nancy Grigsby, Becky Herr, Brian Tucci and Fred Nix.   

 Ideas for future Brown Bag Programs include:  improving credit scores after Chapter 13; 

security clearance issues; re-packaging the BBA Judge Lipp video on a hypothetical 

Chapter 13 case; and having Marc Kivitz give a presentation once his book on liens 

avoidance is released. 

 

Ocean City Program  

 

 Bud Tayman and William Steinwedel have been discussing ideas for topics.  A program 

with the Elder Law Section won’t work because they are already doing a guardianship 

presentation.  Other ideas include working with the Immigration Section or the topic of 

Short Sales in Chapter 7 cases.   

 William Steinwedel suggested a program on “Things you could do in bankruptcy that you 

never were aware of”.  Perhaps this could be turned into a “Top 10 things you never 

knew about Bankruptcy,” which might interest the general audience at Ocean City. 
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 Mike Wolff said he could do the program about Short Sales in Chapter 7. 

 Terri Lowery indicated that the deadline for a topic is the end of January. 

 William Steinwedel, Terry Lowery, Richard London and Dan Press were all interested in 

assisting with the Ocean City program. 

 

CLE Programs 

 

 Richard Stolker raised the issue of whether the section wanted to do an official MSBA 

CLE Program.  He received an email from Andrea Terry with the MSBA to submit a 

program idea.  The MSBA would handle marketing and registration.  Eight to ten weeks 

of advance notice would be required.  The Program could be a full day, a half-day or 

even shorter.   

 Richard Stolker received an email from Swapna Yeluri from the Veteran’s Law Section 

who was interested in partnering with our section. 

 The council expressed concern over the requirement that a Release be signed by the 

presenter, which gave MSBA the copyrights to the materials.  This is a very strong 

disincentive to participate because a great deal of time and experience goes into the 

selection of course materials.  Also, the council is concerned that fees collected from the 

CLE do not get shared with the section. 

 

Legislative Committee 

 

 Richard London reported that there would likely be many consumer issues on the 

Legislature’s agenda this year.   

 The Commercial Receivership law may come up again.  Although it does not trump 

bankruptcy law, members should monitor the issue.  The Maryland Receivership Act 

does need updating.   

 Mike Wolff stated that sometimes “ABC’s” can be a more economical way for small 

businesses to handle insolvency issues than a Ch. 11. 

 

New Business 

 

 Fred Nix raised the issue of Judge Rice examining the 2016(b) Attorney Fee Disclosures 

very closely and requiring conformance with Appendix F, which only permits UST 

Audits, appeals and Adversary Proceedings to be excluded when Appendix F flat fees are 

used. 

 The Council discussed forming a compensation committee to request the bench to 

increase Appendix F fees. 
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 David Mintz moved to allow Brett Weiss to speak to Judge Alquist about whether the 

bench would entertain a discussion about increasing Appendix F fees.  The motion was 

seconded and carried. 

 

Future Meetings 

 

 Although tech issues may need to be worked out, Richard Stolker suggested that the next 

council meeting might be a totally virtual meeting where members could attend from 

home or the office.   

 Marc Kivitz indicated he was going to be talking to the BBA Spring Break Planning 

Committee about topics the next day, and that the 2019 meeting would be May 3-4 at the 

Lowes Annapolis. 

 

Adjournment 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 


