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Maryland State Bar Association, Consumer Bankruptcy Section 

Council Meeting, March 7, 2019 

Seasons 52 Restaurant, Columbia, MD 

 

Call to order: 6:00 p.m.  

 

Attendance 

 

Jeanne Crouse John Schropp

Diana Theologou Richard Stolker

Fred Nix Amy Hennen

Rasneek Gujral Richard London

Terri Lowery Michael Cantrell

Leslie Pladna David Mintz

Marc Kivitz William Steinwedel

Brett Weiss Bud Tayman

Joe Selba

Minutes 

 

 Minutes from the January 30, 2019 meeting were approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 Rasneek Gujral reported that $2,392.32 remained in the FY19 budget. 

 Bud Tayman indicated that the section was charged equipment fees for Ocean City last 

year, as usual.  However, the section did not have to pay for some reason, perhaps 

because Wanda Claiborne from MSBA was able to reduce the costs if another section 

used the same equipment later in the day.  For the last several years, the section has not 

purchased any food or beverages, but have been provided with complimentary water. 

 Richard Stolker sought authority from the Council to request a $20 cover charge for the 

Spring Banquet, and the request was approved by the Council.  Since the exact amount of 

the cost of the Spring Banquet will not be known until after it has been held, it was 

thought by the council to be prudent to have funds in place to cover any shortage because 

some RSVP projections resulted in a deficit. 
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Brown Bag Program 

 

 Michael Wolff reported that the Brown Bag program by Jim Hoffman and Steve Metz, 

“The Debtor Hid Assets, Got Caught, and Then Exempts Them?” was well attended and 

received by section members.   

 There were some audio issues at the Columbia location because of cross-talk, making it 

hard for some attendees in Columbia to get into the conversation. 

 The next Brown Bag will be about how debtors can improve their credit reports after 

Chapter 13 Bankruptcy, by an executive at Caliber Home Loans. 

 David Mintz suggested advertising the Brown Bag lunches with signs or banners at the 

Greenbelt and Baltimore 341 Meeting rooms. 

 If attendance is too large for the conference room in Michael Wolff’s office, he indicated 

it may be possible to use a larger conference room. 

 

Legislative 

 

 Richard London indicated that there was not much legislative activity on consumer 

issues, except for a bill designed to address remedy the issue in the Court of Appeals 

Sharma/Marvastian decision regarding registration of foreign trusts under the Collection 

Agency Licensing Act.  Michael Cantrell discussed the issue and indicated that testimony 

would be taken on the Bill. 

 A Bill on judicial foreclosure was also introduced, but Michael Cantrell said he did not 

think the Bill was going anywhere.  There are only minor differences regarding the final 

loss mitigation affidavit and service between the requirements of judicial foreclosure and 

the “non” judicial foreclosure more frequently used. 

 

Spring Banquet 

 

 Richard Stolker sent out “Save the Dates” to Mark Neal, who then forwarded the info to 

the Judges. 

 We will have the Banquet at the Elk Ridge Furnace Inn, which is near BWI airport.  It 

will be a buffet lunch.   

 The Council discussed inviting the Alexandria Judges and/or Judge Teal from D.C., as 

well as inviting Gerard Vetter.  The Council decided that it would be proper to invite 

Judge Teal, since he often covers for Greenbelt judges, and to invite Gerard Vetter as 

well. 
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Ocean City 

 

 Bud Tayman indicated that the Ocean City presentation would be on “10 Things You 

Didn’t Think You Could Do in Bankruptcy.” 

 Wanda Claiborne from the MSBA would not attend this year.  She had always been very 

helpful, but had just left the MSBA to accept another position. 

 Panelists on the Ocean City panel include, Leslie Pladna, Dan Press, Richard London, 

Terri Lowery, William Steinwedel, Bud Tayman, Robert Thomas and Marc Kivitz. 

 

CARE Project 

 

 Jeanne Crouse updated the Council on the progress of the CARE Project.  The first 

presentation was going to be held at Walt Whitman high school with Lisa Stevens and 

Judge Harner on student loans.  There have already been six invitations to speak, 

generally to high school and middle school students. 

 Judge Harner, Judge Simpson, Mark Neal, Richard London, William Steinwedel, and 

Terri Lowery are participating in the project.   

 The website is:  care4yourfuture.org.  The acronym stands for:  Credit Abuse Resistance 

Education. 

 

Video Committee 

 

 Bill Hall of the MSBA is now editing the videos, which should be done within the next 

week.  The videos were about three minutes, and featured Mike Wolff and Rasneek 

Gujral. 

 The Council can use the raw video for other purposes, if it so desires. 

 

Website  

 

 The MSBA was supposed to send Richard Stolker information regarding the new 

website, but he has not received it yet.  Richard hopes that by the next meeting, someone 

from MSBA may be able to explain exactly what options are available to the section. 

 Attachments may be permitted on the new listserv software. 

 The section webpage still has outdated minutes from several years ago, and has not been 

updated. 

 

 

 



4 

 

Spring Break BBA Meeting 

 

 Coming up on May 3-4 at the Westin Annapolis. 

 Many of our council and section members participating on panels, including Carolyn 

Crohn, Richard Stolker, Marc Kivitz and Bud Tayman. 

 All section members encouraged to attend, should be great Meeting. 

 

 

Alan Belsky Award Committee 

 

 Traditionally, the most recent award winner chairs the committee, which is made up of 

past award winners.  This year, Tiffany Franc will chair the committee, as the most recent 

award winner. 

 Richard Stolker and Terri Lowery provided Tiffany with a list of the past award winners. 

 The next winner will be presented at the Spring Banquet. 

 

Nominating Committee for Next Year’s Council 

 

 The Council accepted the resignation of Phil Anderson, with regret, and thanks him for 

his service to the Council. 

 Fred Nix will chair the Nominating Committee this year, with Richard London, Brett 

Weiss, William Steinwedel and Terri Lowery to serve on the Committee. 

 Creditor and Trustee participation are required under the Bylaws. 

 There is some relationship between the size of the Council and section and funding, but 

the exact relationship is not known. 

 

Adjournment 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.  Next meeting to be held on April 11, 2019. 


